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Broward Emergency Management Division 

Miguel Ascarrunz, Director 





  Emergency Management Mission 

 Prepare and coordinate response to events and incidents 
that occur in Broward County or that affect Broward 
County 

 Facilitate Broward County government operations and 
essential services during emergencies or extraordinary 
occurrences 

 Support all phases of Emergency Management 

 Prevention 

 Preparation 

 Response 

 Recovery 

 Mitigation 

 



All Hazards Readiness 



   Emergency Management Functions 

• Prevention/Mitigation 

• Planning/Preparedness 

• Response 

• Recovery 

 

AT ALL TIMES: 

Resiliency—the ability to withstand, 

adapt, and recover 

 

MITIGATE 

PREPARE 

RESPOND 

RECOVER 

PREVENTION 





  Overview of the EOC 

 Four levels of operation: 

 Routine Monitoring 

 Level 3 (monitoring and assessment)  

 Level 2 (partial activation) 

 Level 1 (full activation) 

 Hours of operation are determined by the 
event or incident 

 Approximately 200 workstations 

 



  Overview of the EOC 

 Broward Emergency Response Team (BERT) 

 Incident Command System (ICS) Organization 

 18 Emergency Support Functions (ESFs) 

 31 Municipal Representatives and the Seminole     
Tribe of Florida 

 Geographic Information System (GIS) component 

 Media Room for Press Conferences 

 Broward County Call Center (Hotline) 

 





  Initial Emergency Activities 

 Emergency Management disseminates advisory bulletins. 

 If the threat escalates, Broward Emergency Response 
Team (BERT) conference calls are conducted. 

 The EOC is activated by decision of the County 
Administrator and the Emergency Management Director. 
The activation can be a partial activation or a full 
activation.  Examples: 

 Natural Disasters – hurricanes, tornadoes 

 Other emergencies – Pandemic, HAZMAT incident, Terrorism  

 Events – Super Bowl, elections  

 Call Center can be activated prior to an EOC activation. 

 



Mayor 

Municipality 

Mayor 

County 

Governor 

State 

President 

Federal 

Requesting Assistance 

or 

Incident 

Under the Federal Stafford Act and 
Florida Statute Chapter 252, only 
the Elected Leadership has the 
authority to Declare Emergencies. 
Only the Governor may request 
assistance from the President. 



HURREVAC Decision Support Tool 

 



 

 



   FLASH Report 

 



    Evacuation Zones 

County Emergency Management Directors 

set the evacuation zones, under their FS 252 

responsibility to make plans to protect the 

population. 

 

 The surge zones are used as one of the 

basis to create evacuation zones used by 

each county in their public safety planning. 

 



 



Mandatory Evacuation Plans 

PLAN A  

– Typically a Category 1-2 hurricane: 

 All residents in the area east of the 
Intracoastal Waterway 

PLAN B 

– Typically a Category 3, 4 or 5 hurricane: 

 All residents in the area east of U.S. 1 

and….. 



Those persons located in low lying areas or beside 
tidal bodies of water should seek shelter elsewhere if 
conditions warrant. 

All mobile home residents must evacuate 
under either PLAN A or PLAN B. 

Residents may also be ordered to evacuate if 
tropical storm conditions warrant. 



       Mandatory Evacuation Areas 

Hurricane Evacuation Zone Resident Population Percentage of Total 

Population 

Total Housing Units Percentage of Total 

Housing Units 

Categories 1 and 2 46,205 2.64 % 55,508 6.85% 

Categories 3, 4 and 5 96,862 5.54% 66,517 8.20% 

Categories 1 - 5 143,067 8.18% 122,025 15.06% 



   Home Damage Assessment Program 



    Report Your Damage 



        Data Entry Screen 



    What the Pictures Say 

With Blue 
Tarps we 

can 
minimize 
housing 
needs 

SAR and 
long-term 
housing 
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Need 
long-term 
housing 



      Data Display Screen 



What if I don’t have to evacuate? 
#1 Option – Shelter in Place 

But if you go to a shelter bring: 

• Pillow and blanket (cots are not provided in primary shelters) 

 

• At least a three-day supply of medications and supplies 

 

• Personal items (change of clothing, extra pair of eyeglasses, etc.)  

 

• Non-perishable snack foods  

 

• Games for your children 



About Pets… 
Pets are not allowed in shelters 
except the pet friendly shelter.  
Service Animals are allowed in all 
shelters. 

For more information, contact: 
 Humane Society of Broward County       954-989-3977 
  
• Pre-registration is required 
• Must reside in either Plan A, Plan B or in a mobile home 



Special Medical Needs Shelter 
Broward County Elderly and Veterans Services 
954-537-2888 or TTY 954-537-2882 

 Has minor health/medical conditions that require 
professional observation, assessment, and maintenance 

 Requires assistance with personal care and/or assistance 
with medications but does not require hospitalization 

 Needs medications and/or vital sign readings and is 
unable to do so without professional assistance. 

Pre-registration is open throughout the year and is not mandatory but 
strongly encouraged to ensure that the shelter will be adequately 
prepared for those who need this service.  All residents seeking shelter 
in a Special Medical Needs facility will be reviewed on an individual 
basis to determine the best placement for their needs.  A person with 
Special Medical Needs is someone who: 



Special Medical Needs Shelter 
Broward County Elderly and Veterans Services 

954-537-2888 or TTY 954-537-2882 

 Residents are encouraged to bring their caregiver, and family 
members are welcome at all shelter sites. 

 The Oxygen-Dependent Shelter can accommodate a limited 
number of residents who require 24-hour oxygen or 24-hour 
electrical power. 

 Residents with service animals accompanying them are welcome 
at all shelter sites. 

Reasonable modifications will be made for shelter residents with 
disabilities in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA).  A person needing transfer assistance, sign language 
interpretation and other auxiliary aids, or a quiet zone for a cognitive 
disability or mental health needs should call (954) 537-2888 or TTY 
(954) 537-2882. 



Vulnerable Population Registry 
…a joint partnership between Broward  County 

and its municipalities 

www.broward.org/atrisk 



VPR:  Who is it for? 

 People who would be at risk after a storm, especially 
those with a disability, frailty or health issue. 

 Allows emergency workers to plan a better response 
during the recovery effort. 

 Does not guarantee that you will be provided services or 
placed on a priority list. 

 Register online at www.broward.org/atrisk or by calling 
the Broward County Call Center at (954) 831-4000. 

http://www.broward.org/atrisk


Preparedness is a shared responsibility! 

#1 Make a Plan  

#2 Build a Kit 

#3 Be Informed 

#4 Get Involved 

 



   Broward Emergency Management Division 

Miguel Ascarrunz, Director 

(954) 831-3900 

www.broward.org/emergency 

 

Ready South Florida 

www.readysouthflorida.org 

 

Florida Division of Emergency Management 

www.FLGetAPlan.com 

 

FEMA 

www.fema.gov 
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