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Abstract

Historians have debated to what extent the free peopglel@fin New Orleans
were members of a wealthy privileged elite or part ofddia or working class in the
South’s largest antebellum city. This study steps outbelelebate to suggest that
analysis of the censuses of 1850 and 1860 shows correlagibvmsen neighborhoods,
household structures, and occupations that reveal a hatemgepopulation that eludes
simple definitions. In particular this study focuses oreauirace households to shed light
on this segment of the free colored population thatbistipunstudied and generally
misrepresented. This study also finds that immediatédy o the Civil War, mixed-race
families, for no easily understood reason, tended téezlus certain neighborhoods.
Mostly this study points out that by the Civil War, fhee people of color in New

Orleans had evolved into a diverse mostly working gegsilation.
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Introduction

The census takers who traveled up and down the streldeswoOrleans taking
the census of 1850 could not have helped notice that mestdaple of color with
declared property worth over $10,000 were concentrated iretiteally located 1
Municipality, 4", 5", and 6" Wards. (See MAPS - MUNICIPALITIES and WARDS
1847) At the top of the economic ladder was a 55 year-aoddesmale mulatto landlord,
Erasine Leyoaster, who lived in th& Municipality, 4" Ward and was the wealthiest free
person of color in the city with a net worth of $150,60e next wealthiest was another
landlord, 36 year-old married male mulatto named Leor&arwho lived in the sl
Municipality 7" Ward who declared a net worth of $60.300.

A surprising discovery in the 1850 census was forty yehrr@rried mulatto
grocer, T. A. Daroux, who declared property worth $50,000 ane&2old single male
Mulatto named Edward Dupuy who gave his occupation as &mitwith declared
property worth $25,000. Both men lived in the poof&Minicipality, I Ward ((which
by 1860, was included in the newly drawhViard)) and together they owned over ten
percent of the declared wealth of the entiPaard? Neither they nor their businesses
were listed in either the 1850 or 1860 City Directory.

By 1860 population of the free people of color in New &rehad remained
about the same but their total wealth had declined shirgety 1850, and inexplicability
their concentration of wealth had moved from the3", and &' Wards upriver to the'8
4™ and %' Wards. In 1860 the wealthiest free person of color in Relsans was 50

year-old Cuban born tailor named Francois Lacroix viteslin the & Ward and

! United States Census Reports, Schedule |, 189@uhicipality, Wards 5, 6, & 7, Roll 236.
2 United States Census Reports, Schedule |, 189@unicipality, Wards 1, 2, 3, & 4, Roll 235.
® United States Census Reports, Schedule I, 185BuBicipality, Ward 7, Roll 419.



declared a total of $90,000 in property and possesSidwzgroix is known to have
speculated in various properties in the city and evegtaalassed an estate valued at
over $262,000.He was also noted to be a philanthropist who was@orporator of both
the Société Pour L'education des Orphelins des Indigerlas3d®e District and La
Société de la Sainte Famille. As noted in the ceas0860, Lacroix was a widower
living with his son, 21 year-old Victor, who was killedtire riot of June 30, 1866 at the
Mechanics' Institute on Baronne Street. The elderdiactied on April 15, 1876.

The next wealthiest free person of color was 60 yahdoseph Zumora who
lived in the 4 Ward and although not listed with an occupation, declared®&aén total
property and possessions. Zumora was living with a 45 yddemale mulatto named
Theresa with no last name given and three childrenagés ranging from fourteen to
twenty-three also with no last name given. The nesdlthiest free person of color was a
married 49 year-old married male mulatto honey broker ndné&l (Drauzin
Barthélemy) Macarty who declared property and possessiorib $35,000.Macarty
probably understated his real net worth to the census takeraccording to New
Orleans tax-ledger data his new worth actually exceeded $60MO0B. Macarty is also
interesting since he was the son of the famous Ewldandeville Macarty who by the

mid-1840s had amassed a personal fortune of $158,000.

* United States Census Reports, Schedule I, 1860, WardI3}1Rol

® Loren Schweninger, “Antebellum Free Persons of Caoldtdstbellum Louisiana”, The Journal
of the Louisiana Historical Association, Vol. 30, Na/Autumn 1989), 345 - 364.

® hitp://nutrias.org/exhibits/lacroix/planbook.htm

" United States Census Reports, Schedule I, 1860, WardI3}1Rol

8 David C. Rankin, “The Origins of Black Leadership in Nerle@ns During Reconstruction,”
The Journal of Southern History, (Aug., 1974), 417 — 440.

° Schweninger, 101-102; Juliet E. K. Walker, “Racism, &tavand Free Enterprise: Black
Entrepreneurship in the United States before thd @lar, (The Business History Review, Vol. 60, No. 3
(Autumn, 1986), pp. 343-382




Because of the great disparity net worth declared in B850 and 1860 between
the typical free person of color and a few who wexg/ wealthy, statistical
manipulations of the economic data such as averagasegidns serve no purpose but it
is quite obvious that a few free people of color hadessfully amassed relatively large
amounts of wealth. Although these relatively wealtlegfpeople of color may have
understated their net worth to remain as inconspicuopsesssble, there is no evidence
that in either 1850 or 1860 even a modest number of freegpebpblor could be
considered members of a wealthy privileged elite. This siilliprovide a window into
this population and using the census of 1850 and 1860 as guide, sisbwere in the

working or middle class.

The Origins of the Free People of Color in Louisiana

The history of free people of color in New Orleandagply rooted in the
European colonial competition of the eighteenth centitryhe time the French had
existing colonies in the New World but their colonizatairLouisiana was largely a
strategic ploy. By controlling the mouth of the Misgigs River along with their existing
colonies in Canada, the French could outflank the rivglig&imcolonies on the American
eastern seaboard and by colonizing the Mississippi Rale&ywdominate North
America® But when the decade long War of Spanish Succession @nd@d4, the
French population was exhausted and the government wadimancial position to
undertake a large colonization effort. Still it was ingiese that they devise a way to

keep the English in check. Unwilling to send its more Usatizens as colonists, the

10 Gwendolyn Mildo Hall Africans in Colonial Louisiana: The Development of Afro-Creole
Culture in the Eighteenth CenturiBaton Rouge, 1994), 2.



French government began to arrest and deport the draggpopulation - prisoners,
prostitutes, paupers - to Louisiana. They soon proveduibged or unwilling to face the
exacting demands of life on the frontier of Louisiaifier great domestic dissent and
even riots in France to protest this practice, on Mal/720, further deportation of
undesirables from France to Louisiana was banhed.

Without dependable and willing colonists the colonial governrioerkted to
Africa as a source of labor. Initially the French gowveent rejected the idea but later
acceded and the capture and commercial importation afaificaptives into Louisiana
began in June 1718 Between 1719 and 1723, ten ships arrived in Louisiana with 2,082
African captives. Although the Africans generally survivedter than the European
colonists in the hot and generally unhealthy Louisidimaate, the general state of famine
in the colony resulted in the widespread loss of liwesyemong the Africans so that by
1726, only 1,540 remain€d.

The lack of white women in this frontier environment codpiath the absolute
power white masters had over their African slaves choseny French slave owners to
take enslaved African women as sexual partners. Sothesd slave owners took
responsibility for the resultant mixed race children smohe even provided them with an
education or training for a trade through apprenticesfiipfter freeing their concubines

and their children, these white fathers sometimes beca#tbm property that with the

" Hall, 2-6.

2 Hall, 57.

% Hall, 73.

14 An example of providing for apprenticeships for slavestEmfound in the Records of the
Office of the Mayor of New Orleans tabulated by Paulhzexce in “Index to New Orleans Indentures,
1809 — 1843"and can be found lattp://neworleanslibrary.org/~nopl/inv/indentures/int-imtm




biological inheritances of light skin literally chambthe complexion of New Orleans and
helped create a population of free people of cblor.

In 1685, Louis XIV issued th€ode Noiror Black Code to govern and control
black slaves in the French Caribbean colonies. In 1724 dde was applied in
Louisiana so now slaves could be legally freed or matednby petition of their masters
for reasons approved by the Supreme Coufigiteed slaves often included those being
rewarded for valor and faithful service and the enslavedudzines and their children
fathered by their white masters. In 1769, France ceded hoai$o Spain. The French
Code Noirwas largely retained but the Spanish adaptation alseedidorcoartacion
the right of self-purchase at market priééJnder Spanish law slaves could still hire
themselves out in their free time or be hired out by thasters and share in their
income®® Enslaved persons who were adept at negotiating mightuslgribuy their
freedom and the freedom of their wives, husbands, chjlémhother relatives. The
French and Spanish colonial slave codes encouraged najromith of the population of
the free people of color in New Orleans but also gramtheir wealth and influencg.

Between 1791 and 1804, the enslaved black population in the Frelocly of
San Domingue revolted. By 1803 thousands of free people @f solme of them slave

owners themselves, fled fearing for their lives. Mang fpeople of color migrated to

!5 Alice Moore Dunbar-Nelson, “People of Color in Loaisa,” inCreole: The History and
Legacy of Louisiana’s Free People of Coled. Sybil Kein. (Baton Rouge, 2000) 6; Virginia R.
DominguezWhite by Definition(New Brunswick & London, 1997), 5-12.

18 http://www.blackpast.org/?g-primary/louisianas-code-noir-1ed.

" Emily Clark and Virginia Meacham Gould, “The Feminface of Afro-Catholicism in New
Orleans, 1727-1852The William and Mary Quarterjyvol. 59, No. 2 (April, 2002): 434.

18 Violet Harrington Bryan, “Marcus Christian’s Treatmeht.es Gens de Couleur Lihtén
Creole: The History and Legacy of Louisiana’s Free People of CBlbrSybil Kein. (Baton Rouge,
2000). 48-49.

9°H. E. Sterkx;The Free Negro in Ante-Bellum LouisiariRutherford, New Jersey, 1972) 36 -
42; Kimberly. S. HangeBounded Lives, Bounded Placé3urham, 2002), 55 — 87.




Cuba, and San Domingue became the independent nation bfiiHtie aftermath of
Napoleon’s invasion of Spain, many of these refugees f@ezed by the Spanish
government to leave Cuba and many migrated to Louisianaough not particularly
welcome, between May 1809 and January 1810, 9,059 Haitian refogeggated to
New Orleans. Of these were 3,102 free people of colorgubatly added to both their
numbers and economic status in New Orlédns.

Although officially prohibited by th€ode Noir,inter-racial relations were
common in colonial and antebellum New Orleans and seene formalized. Quasi-legal
marriages calleglacagewere sometimes arranged between free women of anbbr
white men. Although lacagedid contribute somewhat to the growth in population and
influence of the free people of color, it was not denspread practice.

In 1803 American system of law was introduced in Louisiaatiuhdermined the
existing French and Spanish legal systems but it did cospame changes advantageous
to the black slaves. Of major importance was the naddypted Louisiana Civil Code
that empowered slaves to enter into contracts andtelaa/suits specifically dealing
with their freedom. Although many slaveholders in New @r&ehad already freed their
slaves, state lawmakers were becomingly increasiraylgerned over the continued
population growth and influence of the free people of cdlbe Louisiana legislature
gradually began passing tighter restrictions on manumssiotil finally in 1856 they

were prohibited entirel§*

2 paul Lachance, “The Foreign French,Treole New Orleans; Race and Americanizatiesh
Arnold R. Hirsch and Joseph Logsdon, (Baton Rouge, 1992) 103-107.

2 Judith Kelleher SchafeBecoming Free, Remaining Free, Manumission and Enslavement in
New Orleans, 1846 — 186@Baton Rouge, 2003), 1 — 14.



Historiography of the Free People of Color in New Orleans

Life for the enslaved Africans in New Orleans duringfkhench colonial period
could be cruel and violent. Slaves were often maltreaeldorutalized but some
historians claimed that free blacks and mulattos wereomngidered sub-human or
intrinsically inferior to whites. Gwendolyn Midlo Hallrites, “There is no evidence of
the racial exclusiveness and contempt that charaesenmore recent times. .... In French
Louisiana, Africans and their descendents were competesperately needed, and far
from powerless? Evidence of such a lenient official governmental attitwdeard free
people of color is found in the numerous recorded lawshetg successfully filed against
whites?® Also touted by historians as a key factor that tempereéénch attitudes and
treatment of blacks was Roman Catholic religious pscand practices. Supported by
the Code Noir,during the colonial period Capuchin missionaries integraleack people
in New Orleans into the life of the Catholic ChurElweryone was allowed to receive the
Catholic sacraments at the same time and placediegarof race or condition of
servitude. Free people of color were even married ichibech?* But the relationship
between the Catholic Church and enslaved Africans apdrticular African women was
not as simple as mere acceptance.

Slave traders did not go into Africa blindly capturing pe@de¢hey found them.
The process of capture and enslavement was far mootiwekhan that. Women were
mostly desired to serve as domestic servants andtséalars were convinced women

from the West African coastal region of Senegaml@ee more sophisticated than

*2 Hall, 155.

% Donald Edward Everett, “Free People of Color in @i@bLouisiana.” Diss. Tulane
University, 1952, 18 — 21.

%4 Caryn Cossé BelRevolution, Romanticism, and the Afro-Creole Protest Traditidmirisiana
1718 — 1868Baton Rouge, 1997), 11-12.



women from the interior and therefore more suiteddfimestic duties. Senegambian
women also had not been as greatly influenced by thdirvipsesence in the African
interior and within their society were themselves ielig practitioners who took
responsibility for the religious training of their daughteEnslaved Senegambian women
with religious traditions were most often employediamestics and those living in New
Orleans had a greater opportunity to become drawn to @oaneeactive in the religious
practices of the Catholic Church than enslaved blackwenmostly worked in the
fields. As free people of color emerged from slaverydhvesmen tended to maintain
their Catholic faith and pass it on to their childféBut as important as the assimilation
practices of the Catholic Church were to creating asoresof acceptability for a rising
class of free people of color, a shortage of skilledkers in the rapidly growing
economy was probably just as influential. To alleviteneed for skilled workers, the
colonial government began apprenticing slaves to experieragesimen, thereby
gradually creating a class of skilled black artisZriEhese two conditions expanded the
process by which the unique free black Creole culture in @daans was created.

Kimberly Hanger probes a more demographic analysiseogitbwth of the
culture of the free people of color during the Spanish geAdter the importation of
Africans was banned, the percentage of native-bormpteele of color grew from 3.1
percent in 1771 to 19.0 percent in 1805; Hanger contendséhatdreasing proportion
of native born black Creoles was as important as sheabers in creating “group

consciousness” that permitted them to establish kinshvponks and other social

% Clark and Gould, 409-448.
26 Bell, Revolution, Romanticism, and the Afro-Creole Protest Traditidroiiisiana 1718 —
1868.15.



organizations that exerted influence on the cofdBut Hanger does not discount the
thesis of historian Frank Tannenbaum that credited theo@@Church for fostering

more humane treatment of slaves and increasing tha&sstc freedom. Tannenbaum
blames the Anglo-Americanization of Louisiana for biaesh treatment of the free people
of color after 18032 Hanger also agrees with Tannenbaum that the Cathudici$h and
Portuguese were more likely to free their slaves thamtire rigid Protestant English or
Dutch, but she further contends that business cyclesbioplayed as big a role as
culture or religion in the manumissions that helpethtrease the numbers of free people
of color.

Hanger reasons that when the economy was growing, @avers would be
unwilling to give up their increasingly valuable slaves andnthe economy was
declining and the price of slaves decreasing, slaveholdarklweed to keep their slaves
to return to prosperity. But it the top of the businggde; slaveholders would be more
likely to manumit slaves, especially those who couldrdfto pay inflated prices for their
freedom. Inversely at the bottom of the business cgtdegholders would want to get rid
of less valuable slaves such as the older or less proefitBut Hanger concludes that
by the end of the Spanish period, the sheer numbers fséthpeople of color population
that made up about a third of the New Orleans populatierfavanore important than

the role of culture or religion and economic cyctesbtaining and maintaining social

%" Hanger, 17.

% Thomas N. IngersolMammon and Manon in Early New Orleans, The First Slave Socidtg in t
Deep South, 1718-181&noxville, 1999) 318-319.

2 Hanger, 19-20.



status. Ira Berlin adds that many even “shared bondeofibivith the dominant
whites®

Another important factor in the growth of social asabf the free people of color
was the long history of free black militias during theocdl period. Ira Berlin makes the
point that to protect the colony from the Indians, to teupossible slave insurrections,
and to recapture runaway slaves, the French organizegAfslaves into militias by
promising them freedom and even allowing them to serve uhderown officers. The
Spanish continued this policy when they acquired Louisiadd$3%' Donald Everett
argues that, “ ... in retrospect, the precedence establighid military service of these
men of color is of greater significance than theirtabation as soldiers in defense of the
colony.”? Military service gave free blacks social status, cakatblack officer tradition,
and made them highly independent.

When the United States took control of Louisiana inil&803, William C. C.
Claiborne was appointed Governor, but establishing an isaregovernment in New
Orleans was an extremely difficult task. Very few jplean Louisiana and New Orleans
spoke English and were of questionable loy3ity.was as if the Americans had captured
a foreign city on American soil. In addition to thektish situation with the white French
and Spaniards, Claiborne faced a large armed populatioeeoirfen of color who were
accustomed to rights and powers Claiborne never imagineslsited by the white

Creoles and the newly arrived Americans, Claiborne gradtradd to defuse the

%0 |ra Berlin, Slaves Without Masters, The Free Negro in the Antebellum,$bieth York: 1974)
112-114.

31 Berlin, Slaves Without Masters, The Free Negro in the Antebellurh Sbii.

%2 Everett, 21.

3 Joseph Stoltz I1l, “‘An Ardent Military Spirit’; Wilam C. C. Claiborne and the Creation of the
Orleans Territorial Militia, 1803-1805" Masters Thedimiversity of New Orleans, 2009, 1.

10



situation by reducing the ranks of the free black militigpasing white officers, and
finally allowing the legislature to disband it complet&ly.

In a generation or two the policy of “Americanizindgetold racial order in New
Orleans might have worked to subvert the influencéefrtee people of color but a slave
revolt in 1811 upriver from New Orleans in St. John the Bapfarish and the British
invasion of Louisiana in 1815 caused the American authotiiiesthink their positior®
The American authorities were well aware of the regmunaof the black militias during
the colonial period so their remaining members were purated into the rag-tag
American defenses of New Orleans. With their help, Keleans was saved from the
British army that was soundly defeated in the Battiew Orleans. Although the
American General Andrew Jackson had promised them equ#ityer he nor the free
black militia members pressed the issue but they did ganeaved respect for their
military abilities3® From 1815 until the 1830s, the free people of color contimued t
maintain their unique social status.

Possibly the greatest disagreement among historiansaweostudied the New
Orleans free people of color has centered on themanir and social influence in
antebellum New Orleans. Independent scholar Mary Gelampures that as the economy
grew, much of the wealth amassed by the free peopldafwas invested in presumably
safe real estate so that by 1830 they owned about $2i&millproperty. She also

argues that free people of color were a tight knit spewto tended to live on the same

% Stoltz, 30.

% Joseph Logsdon and Caryn Cossé Bel, “The AmericanizafiBlack New Orleans” i€reole
New Orleans; Race and Americanizatieds. Arnold R. Hirsch and Joseph Logsdon, (Baton Rouge, 1992)
204-207.

% Berlin, Slaves Without Masters, The Free Negro in the Antebellurh,3@&-130.

11



streets, attend the same churches, socialize alxdeseely with each other, and
arrange marriages with families of the same relatiememic and social standifig.

By the late 1830s, the free people of color began exmangmcreased
difficultly in maintaining their relative prosperity. k®n Schweninger contends the most
important economic problem facing the free people ofrcatidhis time was competition
from white workers who insisted they were entitled toldéger jobs simply because they
were white®® White political pressures and outright violence led theslature and the
city to pass increasingly harsh laws limiting the ecenieanfluence of the free people of
color. But passing laws did not necessarily mean werg enforced. Family links
between the free people of color, slaves, and whitsgted social and family ties that
laws could not necessarily undermine, so the harshihéissse laws was largely
circumvented or tempered by the local population.

Not all historians agree that the French and Spanistraténd religious
traditions tempered the treatment of slaves and thait@rslworsened after the arrival
of the Americans in1803. Thomas Ingersoll agrees that Tvanen raised important
points on the differences in the American and theé¢hkSpanish treatment of the
Africans, but he asserts the relatively benign treatnof the both slaves and free people
of color in New Orleans was the result of urbanizaod not from cultural and religious
influences. “The town’s urban condition became thgls most determinant of its
character. More important than any cultural factorsevike decline of the proportion of

the population living on plantations, the extraordinary detrfar a flexible labor supply

37 Mary GehmanThe Free People of Color of New Orleans: An Introductifiew Orleans,
1994) 53-55.

38 |oren SchweningeBlack Property Owners in the South, 1790 — 19Chicago, 1997) 112-
113.

39 Hanger, 89-93.
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to meet the port’s seasonal marketing demands, the isdraasnymity possible for
individual in the large population, and the existence of hugebers of transients and
settlers from outside New Orleari.ingersoll quotes David Rankin’s argument:
“Louisiana’s Latin heritage failed to soften slavem¢c@urage manumission, and foster
egalitarian race relations.” To further his argumemggelsoll cites the writings of
travelers who visited New Orleans during the period. HeeguBenjamin Latrobe’s
Impressions Respecting New Orleamsvhich Latrobe writes he had heard "the locals
treated their slaves harshly” and how the “localsen&rd task masters by comparison to
the Anglo-Americans.” Latrobe also disapprovingly writikeat blacks were either
allowed or required to work on Sunday and how he “had heaati’stiives were cruelly
beaten by their mistresses if they failed to bringnough money to keep up the house.
Ingersoll quotes another visitor, Amos Stoddard, who wrobgs Sketches, Historical
and Descriptive;The scenes of misery and distress constantly w#&e along the coast
of the Delta . . . torture the feelings of the passingngter and wring blood from his
heart.*! Ingersoll may use these comments by visitors to cowhat he believes is
over-emphasis of the supposedly kindly treatment etslédy the French and Spanish
rather than merely trying to defend the somewhat tardigimeericans image.

In 1835, white workers in New Orleans began to publicly prakesemployment
of free people of color and slaves in the mechanit¢al @onditions began to worsen
during the 1850s when the legislature began passing laws disigrenforce the
divisions between slavery and freedom. In 1855, the Lowidegislature continued to

weaken the rights of free people of color by prohibitirgyititorporation of

0 Ingersoll, 317.
1 Ingersoll, 319-320.
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organizations composed of free people of color and barutigfestate free colored from
Louisiana®? To reinforce the state laws, the New Orleans city gowent allowed free
people of color who had entered Louisiana illegallygacbmmitted to work houses,
made it illegal for them to keep businesses that sermgadrli and permitted them to re-
enslave themselves to be allowed to stay in Louisfana.

Paul Lachance is another historian who questions theiggaeyhan economic
elite free people of color in New Orleans. Using dat&r&es such as marriage contracts
and property inventories, Lachance concludes, “... fre@exb property owners were
demonstrably less wealthy than whites in antebellum Reeans. The free colored
economic elite fell short of the white elite in tount of property it acquired and its
share of its group’s wealtf* Lachance seems to have missed the point that it @tas n
important that the propertied free colored did not rikalrtwhite counterparts in actual
wealth but it was important that in New Orleans a i@melite existed at all. Limited as
they were, free people of color in New Orleans weristomed to freedom, so before
and particularly after the Civil War, they maintaineddership roles and served as

spokesmen for all the people of cofdr.

Methodology Used for Data Gathering
To obtain as broad an understanding as possible of thera@mand social lives of the

free people of color in antebellum in New Orleans,didksd to utilize data from the

“2 Loren SchweningeBlack Property Owners in the South, 1790 - 14Chicago, 1997) 112-
113.

“3 Robert C. Reinder&nd of an Era: New Orleans 1850 — 18@0ew Orleans, 1998) 24.

4 Paul Lachance, “The Limits of Privilege: Where FRsesons of Colour Stood in the Hierarchy
of Wealth in Antebellum New Orleans” iygainst The Odds: Free Black in the Slave Societies of the
Americased. Jane G. Landers (Portland, 1996) 79-80.

5 James G. Hollandsworth, Jihe Louisiana Native Guards: The Black Military Experience
During the Civil War (Baton Rouge, 1995), 104-109.
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microfilm reproductions of the original 1850 and 1860 censtagoOther primary
sources of information such as city directories, recofamsarriage contracts, and
property inventories and transfers are also availablevbrg not used extensively since
this study is mainly concerned with those free peopttar not likely to have been
included in these sources.

Information entered on the census forms included namesexje,ace,
occupation, birthplace, and the declared value of reatleeahd personal property.
Collecting data from the census forms for free peopttafr was made easier by a law
passed in 1808 that required every business entry concerningeéple of color to have
the racial description of each. The designations mbe(imiack), mm (male mulatto), fb
(female black), and fm (female mulatto) were used andlgr&atplified the process of
locating sought after data. Accepting these racial catsgas part of the census data is
not meant to suggest that these categories were objeatiner than subjective. A
person’s racial classification often depended upon whodhsus taker was and how he
chose to describe them. Nonetheless, lacking othemsrieacombine race and location
within the city, | have chosen to use these clasgibos as rough indicators of household
composition. Only data related to free people of coldrtanse white males who might
possibly be part of mixed-race families were tabulated.

For several reasons, information compiled from the cemdlssmay be suspect.
Because of the North-South tensions over slaveryladding fear among whites that
free people of color could spawn a slave revolt, sonmeglin New Orleans illegally or

the more prosperous may have chosen to pass for wateimied the 1860 census to
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remain inconspicuou®. Another problem with using census data is that financial
information was volunteered and cannot be completested to provide viable numbers
but can be used for trend analysis. Another problemuwsiting the census data is that the
entries were handwritten and the florid handwriting stylhe day makes deciphering
some very difficult. (See Census Forms) Coupled witidhaiting styles is the poor
quality of the ink and its tendency to fade. Many entriesavobviously overwritten and
many could not be read. Although accurate spelling of tbedh, Spanish, and Creole
names is often questionable, most of the other infoomatould be read. Over eighteen
thousand census entries were tabulated.

The raw numbers of the census of 1860 (See Table 2 1860 Nean®ensus)
show the majority of free people of color residechia 8", 6th, and ¥ Wards but it is
interesting to note that the mixed-race famlies mdistiy in the 4' and 8" Wards. In
1860 as many as eighty-eight possible mixed-race famheg in New Orleans and of
these fifty-six or almost sixty-five percent lived in area bounded by Canal Street on
the west and St. Philip Street on the east. (See M&RD8 — 1852’ This area is the
present day French Quarter and the Iberville, TreméteaBayou St. John, and Mid
City neighborhoods. (See MAPS - New Orleans NeighbatstThe other thirty-one
possibly mixed-race families were widely scattered througtiee other seven wards.

Although there is data that can be construed to show rna@xlcouples tended to
live close to one another, no evidence was found thatatefiany association of free

people of color by wealth or occupation other than an e@ddrastance of the occupation

“6 SchaferBecoming Free, Remaining Free, Manumission and Enslavemenni®Neans, 1846
— 1862, xxi.

“" Earl K. Long Library, Special Collection.

“8 City Planning Commission of New Orleansyw.gnocd.org
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of “rooming house” in the'8and 4 Wards. Mixed-race families listed in the New
Orleans census of 1860 did exhibit some economic diversityteWales, mostly born
abroad or in New Orleans, headed all mixed-race familiesdntrary to the impression
left by some historians, only four of these familiegimibe considered as reasonably
well off. Occupations listed for the white males werdaeydiverse although clerk and
laborer were the most common occupations. Other odongahcluded jeweler, paper
carrier, carpenter, grocer, shoemaker, wood dealer hanetrchairdresser, peddler, cigar
maker, cooper, mason bookkeeper, laborer, bricklayérdésaler, police officer, and
butcher. One white male was a 56 year-old physician frorm€cticut who with his 42
year-old Louisiana born wife had three children but readed only $1,500 in property
so it appears he did not have a thriving practice. Remarkiadlfamilies of four white
males listed as policemen did live in close proximitshie 4" Ward possibly prompted
by their common occupation and marital status.

To determine if a family was mixed-race | assumed a whéke living in the
same dwelling with the free colored female and sharingahee last name constituted a
“marriage.” Undoubtedly, there were some mixed-racgiogla between a white woman
and a free man of color or a slave but these wereaminon and were deterred by the
participants being subject to arré$tn analyzing the census forms for possible mixed-
race families an interesting condition emerged. Saddtesses were not included in the
census forms but whether it was a house or an apartevent; dwelling was assigned a
visit sequence number by the census takers. To gain imsighhe housing patterns and
possible social cohesion of mixed-race families, | m&xlithe census takers moved about

the city wards in a systematic manner rather than mgorandomly from block to block.

49 Sterkx, 255.
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Based on this assumption the dwelling sequence numbersigsextdo determine if
mixed-race families deliberately chose to live close @ amother.

Figure 1 and Figure 2 show that mixed-race families tendexetinl clusters
within the two wards. Because of the small number of dabeee families in the"s
Ward, charting those census sequence numbers versusgamarga-axis, groupings are

not as evident as in th& Svard.

Figure 1- 4th Ward Mixed-Race Couple Distribution
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Figure 2 - 5th Ward Mixed-Race Couple Distribution
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The economic situation for the mixed-race familie$860 New Orleans was
quite similar to the free people of color not in a mdixace relationship. Most mixed-race
families declared very little or no property. Property vdlbetween $1000 and $2000
probably represented a house since the average vald®os$a at that time was about
$1000>° One white male doctor declared real estate valued at $7800a$sibly
represented the family home plus some rental prop@rtly. one free female member in
a mixed-race family declared personal property and redkemtd she was a free black
female who listed “furnished rooms” as her occupation. dther white males, the
doctor and a steamboat captain, declared personal propegsl estate worth more than

$5000. The average net worth of these mixed-race familisshkigdtly less than $1150.

Economic Role of the Free People of Color in Ante-Bellumdew Orleans

Popular history has assumed African captives broughetdiéw World were
devoid of skills but fully two-thirds of those brougbtNew Orleans came from
Senegambia, a region in West Africa with a richunalt and artistic history! The
French desperately needed agricultural labor but Westaltfsievere also prized for skills
without which the colony might have failed. West Afrisdorought with them the seeds
and land drainage expertise necessary to cultivatenatcdecame the only reliable food
source in south Louisiartd.In 1712 the native indigo plant was noticed and the West
Africans, familiar with processing indigo in Africa,quided the technical knowledge

necessary to process the native indigo. The later intoduaf better quality indigo seed

%0 Everett, 215.

*1 Jerad Johnson, Introduction in Marcus Christiéegro Ironworkers of Louisiana 1718 — 1900.
(Gretna, Louisiana, 2002), 5.

2 Hall, 121.

19



from France created an industry that during the lastofettie French period, $100,000
worth of indigo was exportetf. This amount far exceeded the worth of other exports at
the time®* In the 1790s, businessman Etienne de Boré enlisted the fadek diffack sugar
makers who used a process they had learned in San Donhingrezgluce granulated
sugar and created another industry that had an immed@teraic impact®

Besides industry and agriculture, Africans also greatlyenced the architecture
of New Orleans since the skills that created the wroightgrills and balcony rails so
identified with the city were also brought from Westigd.>® Dr. Alain Locke, credited
by noted New Orleans historian Marcus Christian as démgnost famous interpreter of
Negro art, writes in his bodkegro Art: Past and PreserifThe most authentic tracing of
any considerable school of master craftsmen has bemmirection with the famous
Negro blacksmiths of New Orleans who furnished the handught iron grilles that
ornamented the balconies and step-balustrades of tleepretentious homes”™

As the African slaves and their descendents attainaditiedom they not
surprising became an integral part of the commerce d@ityheSome plied the same
trades they had practiced when hired out by their mastegebetally lacking education
or formal training most free blacks were restricted taialevork. Those who did
manage to obtain an education were generally excludedtfreprofessions. Law was a
jealously protected profession, so teaching and mediggne the only professions free

people of color were allowed but even these were cestirsince they had to obtain their

%3 Jack D. L. Holmes, “Indigo in Colonial Louisiana and ttmiBas,” (The Journal of the
Louisiana Historical Association, Vol. 8, No. 4 (Autmmi967), 329-349)
** Charles Gayarréiistory of Louisiana - The French DominatiqiGretna, Louisiana, 1974) 355.
%5 Alice Moore Dunbar-Nelson, “People of Color in Loaisa,” in CreoleThe History and
Legacy of Louisiana’s Free People of Coled. Sybil Kein. (Baton Rouge, 2000) 16.
% Gehman, 55.
>’ Christian,Negro Ironworkers of Louisiana 1718 — 1908,
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training elsewher&® Others looked to private business and the trades feelintbod and
the city soon became dependent upon them for many ogihenecessities. Free men of
color came to dominate skilled trades, and many workéallass, cigar makers,
ironworkers, stonecutters, marble cutters, masonsgepdast boatmen, and shoemakers.
Others became businessmen such as shopkeepers or gnocsosne became relatively
wealthy>®

Free women of color were also important to the labarket. Because of the
generally unhealthy conditions in New Orleans and the gher@pidemics, nursing
became a viable profession for free women of coloes€murses were the most capable
and experienced and could charge as much as $10 per day fotNaesllework,
lodging, housekeeper, food selling, and the ever- presenelsa@tiso provided a
livelihood®* Also noted from the census of 1860 was that free mouedmen tended to
have occupations such as seamstress, schoolmistnesgetsble dealers, and midwives
while free black women were consigned to menial occupasiocis as washerwoman. A
possible explanation could be that education and training withheld due to bias based
on skin color®? Another possibly more valid speculation is that nialatomen may have
had family connections that assisted them in obtainiagefuired education or training.

One unexpected result of the relations between whete and black females was
the gravitation of wealth to black females and its ¢ffecthe caste and status of free

men and women of color within their society. In 1806,dfate legislature enacted a law

*% Everett, 194.

% Everett, 195.

% Everett, 200.

®! Everett, 199-202.

%2 Jane E. Dabel, “My Ma Went to Work early Every Margi: Color, Gender, and Occupation
in New Orleans, 1840 — 186Qpuisiana History The Journal of the Louisiana Historical Association,
Vol. 41, No. 2 (Spring, 2000), 217-229.
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prohibiting free men of color from entering the tergtdut oddly enough no such
prohibition was made against free women of color. Possihlie society had less reason
to fear free black females but more likely they werearemmnected to white society
through family than black males. According to the recoifdse Eighth District, by 1858

free women of color owned nearly twice as much propstiree men of cold?f

Community Organizations

During the French and Spanish colonial periods there wererganizations free
people of color could rely on for support but many had a lodg-krse association with
the Catholic Church and for many the Church was paverfy-day life. The liturgy and
dogma of the Catholic Church seemed to strike a chotdAdican spirituality and in
particular female&§? In the 1830s, as the Anglo-American’s influence creatéideof
distinction” between whites and blacks and tried to replagenore tolerant attitude of
the Latin Catholic tradition, the local Creole blackmained devoted to the Catholic
Church®® In 1842, a group of free colored women formed a religiodsracalled the
Sisters of The Holy Family that was dedicated toeséine black poor, orphans, the sick,
and the elderly. Believing education was essential amdylirred from the public
schools partially paid for with their taxes, the fpE®mple of color established their own
schools. In 1842, a bequest by Marie Justin Camaire ebeblibel’Institution
Catholique des Orphelins dans I'Indigenatholic Institute for Indigent Orphans). The

bequest allowed black poor children or orphans to attend ®bfrethe tuition for others

83 Bryan cites Marcus Christian’s “Free Colored Classafisiana” in which he quotes from
G.W. FeatherstonbaugBxcursion Through the Slaves Stadew York: Harper and Brothers, 1841) 50.

84 Clark and Gould, 434.

% Stephen J. OchsA Black Patriot and a White Priest, Andre Cailoux and Claude Péscha
Maistre in Civil War New Orlean¢Baton Rouge, 2000), 51.
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was not excessivV®. Schools had become part of the institutions or organizsithat free
people of color relied upon for support and social orgaorzati

Having no one to look after them in times of need, the ieople of color also
prompted the establishment of societies that provided maidiaind proper burial
services when necessary. The Friends of Order and MAgestance was one of the
most prominent of these organizations. Of interestag¢lation between the Friends of
Order and the Masonic Orders. Although condemned by the Pogemasonry had
flourished since the eighteenth century even withirGa#holic community. Some
French lodges even admitted free black fHefree men of color led by Oscar J. Dunn,
who would become the first African-American Lieuten&avernor elected in the United
States, established lodges of the English York-rite PitadleMasons that provided
another mutual aid and support mecharfi&Rreviously mentioned, the free black

militias also created a group of people who provided korignization and prid®.

Neighborhoods and the Free People of Color
Between 1850 and 1860, profound changes had occurred in New Oreans a
particular in the neighborhoods of the free peopleotidrc As depicted in Figure 3,
between 1850 and 1860 there was a marked increase in total mypafdtiew Orleans
but the free people of color did not share in the growtir humbers stayed about the

same. (Table 1 - 1850 New Orleans Census and Table 2 - 1860 MansOCensus)

% Mary Niall Mitchell, Raising Freedom’s Child: Black Children and Visions of the Futtirer A
Slavery(New York: New York University Press, 2008), chap. 1.

®7 Bell, 182-183.

% | ogsdon and Bell, 234 - 235.

%9 Hollandsworth, 104.
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Only the 3 and 6" Wards lost total population.

Figure 3 - New Orleans Population in 1850/1860
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In 1850, most of the free people of color lived in the@", and ' Wards, but
their numbers had only increased from 9711 in 1850 to 9985 in 18682percent.
Figure 4 shows that by 1860 the free colored population desrgiigrcent of total
population had fallen so that in no ward in the city tiel free colored population exceed
fifteen percent of the total population while in 1850 thwaeds had more than fifteen
percent free colored population. In 1850 the largely Angloidated £ and 2¢Wards
had over twenty thousand total population with only 375 fheseple of color. Of these,
just fifty-two were listed with an occupation. All wemeale and more than half were
bricklayers, carpenters, mechanics, blacksmiths, andrdsathel850, only twenty-six

free people of color living in the®Ward had an occupation. By1860, eighty-three or
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Figure 4 - Colored Population Density in 1850 & 1860
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nearly every adult male and female person of colorlistesd with an occupation.
Carpenters, bricklayers, cigar makers, laborers, andrdrivere the most prevalent
occupations. For women, domestic, washerwoman, and seasgtere the most
common occupations. Of interest is the relativelgéanumber of free people of color in
the Anglo dominated®land 29 Wards who were born in Virginia or Maryland. In 1850,
13 people of color living in these wards were listed asgoborn in Virginia and
Maryland and 12 were born in other states excluding Lamgsiln same area in 1860, 44
people of color were listed as being born in VirginiaMaryland while 26 were born in
other states also excepting Louisiana. Possibly thexe ¢a New Orleans with the
Americans as slaves, were freed, and were dependentheémiericans for
employment?

In 1850 the § and 4" Wards (between Julia and St. Louis streets) with a
population of 32,508, were the most populated wards in théuitgontained only 1,562

free people of color or slightly less than five peragrthe total. Of these, 215 were listed

0 United States Census Reports, Schedule I, 1860, Wardl4I8olUnited States Census
Reports, Schedule I, 1860, Ward 2, Roll 416.
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as having occupations. Laborers, carpenters, bricklagedsgdraymen (drivers) were the
predominate occupations in thd ®/ard while boatmen, barbers, and bricklayers
predominated the™4ward’*

By 1860, the % and 4" Wards still had the largest combined population in the
city, 31,874, with still only a very small free colored popolaof 1886 persons or 5.9
percent of the total population. Of these, only two hush@mad fifteen were listed as
having occupations but a startling change had happened in theusrdecade. Of the
two hundred and fifteen free people of color in tieaid 4" Wards with an occupation,
one hundred or 46.5 percent listed their occupation as “raphuuse.” Almost all the
carpenters, bricklayers, and laborers had disappearetetEguotes from the New
OrleansBeeof September 3, 1835, “furnished chambers are generally renteg out
colored persons, who usually charge from 18 to 30 dollamsrah for a single room:

"3 Of interest is that all

such as could be obtained in Paris or London for as nnangd.
of the males and females listed as having an occupatiaarhing house” declared
some real estate or personal property. It seems theingdhouse” business was quite
profitable.

In 1850, the remaining five wards had a total population of 40,3Td4A¥B2 free
people of color or eighteen percent of the total. In 18&&%e five wards the total
population had grown to 68,175 whereas the population ofékepfople of color had

fallen to 7,673 free people of color or only eleven pdroéthe total. The building trade

occupations again predominated throughout the five easteds.war

"L United States Census Reports, Schedule |, 18%®uhicipality, Wards 5, 6, & 7, Roll 234.
2 Everett, 200-202.
"3 Everett, 201.
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Although the population of the free people of color hadebesed slightly in the
ten-year period, two drastic changes had occurred. As sind#gure 5, in 1850 free
black males in the five eastern wards had made up abadytfine percent of the free

colored male population but in 1860 their proportion hacem®ed to above forty

percent.
Figure 5 - Population Density of Colored Males in
1850 & 1860
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The other noticeable change in the censuses of 1850 and 18&0endifference
in life styles. In 1850 many free blacks of both genders inddidually or in extended
families that included children, mothers and possibly graxtdens and grandfathers but
two-parent families were not common. By 1860 the two-fdreasehold had become
commonplace throughout New Orleans. Although this chantg@mily structure cannot
be readily explained by the census data, it is integestitook at the property values of
the black portion of the free people of color. Analysithe New Orleans censuses of
1850 and 1860 shows a dramatic shift of wealth within the comynof free people of
color. (See Table 5 — Property Value of the free PedpBotor in 1850) In 1850 the

total property value for the free people of color was $3(8Ibwhile in 1860, property
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value had dropped by $1,045650 to $2,059,430 or by almost 34 percentaffeé F
Property Value of the Free People of Color in 1860) CGiredt is that the loss was
concentrated within the free mulatto portion of thenocwnity of free people of color. In
1850 the total property value held by free mulattos was $2,83@/4ig0Din 1860, the
property value had dropped by $1,184,740 to $1,645,690 or by 41 percent. Ined850 th
total property value for the free black portion of the oamity of the free people of
color was $251,150 while in 1860, the value had risen by $162,590 to&1L8r by
almost 65 percent. Delving deeper, the total property valuiede black males in 1850
was $110,150 while in 1860 property value had risen by $30,690 to $140,84@&r by
percent. In 1850 the total property value for free black fesnaées $143,000 while in
1860 it has risen by $129,900 to $272,900 or by an incredible 91 percéotugdiitnot
enough to offset the total loss it appears the relativeperay of the black portion of the
community of free people of color had greatly improved possibly this increase in

property value helps explain the noted increase ofgarent black families in 1860.

Free People of Color and the Prelude to the Civil War
As previously noted, during the colonial period children fatidoy propertied
slave owners were sometimes provided an education andtamicess that propelled them
into a unique class among the free colored society. Thooigihe social equal to the
dominant whites, they were superior compared to working-&lasdlacks or slaves.
Kimberly Hanger quotes from Arnold A. Sididarginality and Free Colored Identity

“group consciousness among free people of color occurmaahjnction with an
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increase in population size and density and with the grofwbcial organization™ To
paraphrase Sio, when the population of a group of peoglecaihmon interests or
identity reaches a “critical mass” a society is @dahat is capable of producing
economic and social classes. As natural increase angjiation increased the
population of free people of color in New Orleans, stegan to amass wealth and
formed an economic and social upper class of their own.

But by the 1830s, the formation of a distinct economicsaaihl upper class was
being frustrated as the Anglos began moving into Louistanaing the free people of
color to gradually lose the ability to freely exercigeit talents through the imposition of
restrictive legislation. By 1850, only fifty free peopiecolor declared property and of
these five declared property valued at over $50,000 and temeatkplaperty valued at
more than $25,000. These fifteen people held more thaofitaké property held by the
free people of color. By 1860, either the legislativériegns or the recession of 1852
or a combination of the two, had reduced the number efgdeaple of color with over
$50,000 to one and the number with more than $25,000 to five. dahe fifteen
wealthiest free people of color listed in the 1850 censrs wcluded in the wealthiest in
1860 census.

During the 1850s, attempts were made to defuse the impenditig Stouth
political crisis dealing with slavery in the United Staby encouraging free colored
people to leave Louisiana and some did. France had longlptbaihaven for the more
gifted or prosperous free people of color, so severapianal artists, musicians, and
writers moved to France where their talents could beldped and appreciated. A few

free people of color moved to Liberia with the aid & &merican Colonization Society

" Hanger, 17.
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but finding it alien, many returned. Others moved to Mexicdenditihers were invited by
the Haitian government to immigrate there. By 1860 fimpfe of color had lived in
New Orleans for about one hundred and fifty yearsak nome and despite the political
and ideological importance to free people of color in Neneans, these migration
efforts failed to recruit a large number of emigrahts

In November 1860 Abraham Lincoln was elected Presidethtednited States.
Although New Orleans had supported unionist candidates, tHevotes went to the
Democrat John C. Breckinridge from Kentucky and Linagho was not even on the
ballot was elected President. Governor Thomas Modlexica special session of the
Louisiana Legislature where he proclaimed the riglsteatssion and called for a special
election. The secessionist won the election and ianasjoined the Confederady.

The wealthy free people of color both in New Orleansthadural areas were in
a difficult position. Together they owned about $15 womilin property that included
slaves so talk of freeing the slaves jeopardized theitgilans and estates and
threatened their unique socio-economic status. On the ludhd, they also were closely
aligned with the black slaves to whom many were relateldizey realized the status quo
was unsustainable. To say the least, their loyalties wlit’’ As Louisiana prepared for
war, fifteen hundred free men of color gathered to stimiv support for the Confederacy
and within days a regiment called the Louisiana Na&uards was organized. On
November 23, 1861, a grand military review lined Canal Sthe¢tincluded the Native
Guards side by side with white Confederate soldiers. éttifiseems strange that free

people of color would volunteer to defend a society thattidedly limited their actions

S Reinders, 25; Mitchell, chap.1.
"® Reinders, 239-243.
" Gehman, 86.
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and socially degraded them, but there were many reasottefa to join with white
southerners. Some enlisted for fear of their lives anyrothers joined to protect their
property and their unique social position in the city. tBurigs did not go well for the
Native Guards. Snubbed by the Confederate Commander oOxleans and regulated
to largely ceremonial duties, the Native Guards participatédo grand reviews but
they were still not provided uniforms and arms. What tiesy, they provided
themselves.

The whole situation became irrelevant when a Uniotilh commanded by
Captain David Farragut fought its way past the Confederatastefen the lower
Mississippi River and on April 26, 1862 anchored off the Naledhs levee. On May 1,
1862, Union troops under General Benjamin Butler occupied theldieyNative Guards
were allowed to become part of the Union forces but dégss of the bravery
demonstrated in battles at Port Hudson and Mobile, theivegaejudice encountered
from the Union officers and men never allowed themeiwome part of the Union forces.
All but one of the free colored officers in the NatfBaards was forced to resign. After
the war, the members of the Native Guards were protlteofmilitary accomplishments
and expected black civil rights would be extended to inclbhdeight to vote. To this
end, former Native Guards officers assumed leading molg® Equal Rights Leagu@.

But white Louisianans had no intention of giving black menright to vote so in
1866 the Louisiana legislature, largely controlled by for@enfederates, passed a series
of laws designed to create a form of legalized slaweyv Orleans blacks and some
radical whites countered by reconvening the constitutiooraention of 1864 to amend

the Louisiana constitution. A riot broke out whenevwa aided by the New Orleans

® Hollandsworth, 105.
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police attacked an organizing assembly. Thirty-eight frepleeof color were killed and
many more injured. The reaction in the U. S. Congresstavpass a series of
Reconstruction Acts in 1867 that divided the Southernsstate military districts and
gave black men the right to vote. Military district coamder General Phillip Sheridan
called an election to authorize a constitutional cotivarthat was largely boycotted by
the whites. Many delegates were veterans of the Loais\ative Guards. The
organizational skills learned in the militia were uglizin the Equal Rights League,
which until the end of Reconstruction, helped many maligj educational, social, mutual
aid, and fraternal organizations established by free pebpar to sustain and protect

their community’®

Conclusion

In the final analysis social status is largely deteeahihy financial success and
the logical deduction can be made from the tabulatesusedata of 1850 and 1860 that
the storied economic elite free people of colorigdty a figment of imagination. The
conclusion can also be made that mixed-race famile¥s wenerally more prosperous
than the average free colored family but no class ofaomally elite free people of
color was evident in either census. Mixed-race familieg In@ve constituted a distinct
economic middle class that was relatively comfortdioienot large enough or wealthy

enough to fit into the stereotype of history.

" Hollandsworth, 108.

32



Bibliography
Books:

Berlin, Ira. Generations of Captivity: A History of African-American SlagGenbridge:
The Belknap Press of The Harvard University Press, 2003.

Berlin, Ira Slaves Without Masters; The Free Negro in the American Seati
York: The New Press, 1974.

Berlin, Ira and Philip D. Morgan, edEhe Slaves’ Economy; Independent
Production by Slaves in the Americasndon: Frank Cass & CO. LTD, 1991.

Bell, Caryn CosséRevolution, Romaticism, and the Afro-Creole Protest Tradition in
Louisiana 1718-1863aton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1997.

Chase, John Churchilkrenchmen, Desire, Good Children and Other Streets of New
Orleans.New York: Simon & Schuster, 1997.

Christian, MarcusNegro Ironworkers in Louisiana 1718 — 19@retna, Louisiana:
Pelican Publishing Company, 1972.

Dominguez, Virginia RWhite by Definition; Social Classification in Creole Louisiana.
New Brunswick, New Jersey: Rutgers University Press, 1997.

Gayarré, Charleddistory of Louisiana - The French Domination Vol.@retna,
Louisiana: Pelican Press, 1974.

Gayarré, Charleddistory of Louisiana - The French Domination Vol. Gtetna,
Louisiana: Pelican Press, 1974.

Gehman, MaryThe Free People of Color of New Orleans — An Introductitaw
Orleans: Margaret Media, Inc., 1994, Fourth Edition 2003.

Genovese, Eugene. Brom Rebellion to Revolution; Afro-American Slave. Revolts in
the Making of the Modern Worl&aton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press,
1979.

Hall, Gwendolyn Midlo Africans in Colonial Louisiana; The Development of
Afro-Creole Culture in the Eighteenth CentuBaton Rouge: Louisiana State
University Press,1992.

Hanger, Kimberly SBounded Lives, Bounded Places; Free Black Society in Colonial
New Orleans, 1769 — 180Burham: Duke University Press, 2002.

33



Hanger, Kimberly S. “Patronage, Property, and Persistélifte Emergence of a Free
Black Elite in Spanish New Orleans” Against The Odds: Free Black in the
Slave Societies of the Americad. Jane G. Landers, Portland: Frank Cass, 1996.

Hirsch, Arnold R. and Joseph Logsdon. Edieole New Orleans; Race and
Americanization. Baton Rougkouisiana State University Press, 1992.

Ingersoll, Thomas NMammon and Manon in Early New Orleaioxville: The
University of Tennessee Press, 1999.

Hollandsworth, James G. Jrhe Louisiana Native Guards; The Black Military
Experience During the Civil WaBaton Rouge: Louisiana State University
Press, 1995.

Kein, Sybil. Ed.Creole; The History and Legacy of Louisiana’s Free People of
Color. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2000.

Landers, Jane Against the Odds, Free Blacks in the Slave Societies of thecaseri
Ed. London: Frank Cass, 1996.

Ochs, Stephen A Black Patriot and a White Priest: Andre Cailloux and Claude Pascal
Maistre in Civil War New Orleandaton Rouge: Louisiana State University
Press, 2000.

Reinders, Robert &End of an Era, New Orleans, 1850 — 18&0etna, Louisiana:
Pelican Publishing Company, 1998.

Rodriguez, Junius Peter, Jr. “Ripe for Revolt: Louisiamé the Tradition of Slave
Insurrection, 1803 — 1865” Diss. Auburn: Auburn University, 1992.

Schafer, Judith KelleheBecoming Free, Remaining Free — Manumission and
Enslavement in New Orleans, 1846 — 188&ton Rouge: Louisiana University
Press, 2003.

Schweninger, LorerBlack Property Owners in the South 1790 — 1@hicago:
University of lllinois Press, 1997.

Sterkx, H. EThe Free Negro in Ante-Bellum LouisiarRutherford, New Jersey:
Farleigh Dickinson University Press, 1972.

Thompson, Shirley ElizabetExiles at Home — The Struggle of Become American in
Creole New Orlean€ambridge and London: Harvard University Press, 2009.

34



Tregle, Joseph G. Jr., “Creoles and AmericansCreole New Orleans: Race and
AmericanizationArnold Hirsch and Joseph Logsdon, Eds.Baton Rouge:
Louisiana University Press, 1992.

Theses and Dissertations:

Everett, Donald Edward. “Free People of Color in Cabhouisiana.” Diss. New
Orleans: Tulane University, 1952.

Stoltz, Joseph. “ ‘An Ardent Military Spirit’: Williem C. C. Claiborne and the Creation of
the Orleans Territorial Militia, 1803-1805.” Thesis. Newdans: The University
of New Orleans, 2009.

Articles:
Burnaby, Andrew, Anne Grant, etal. “Travelers’ Impressiof Slavery in America from

1750 — 1800.” The Journal of Negro History, Vol. 1, No(@ct., 1916), pp. 399 -
435.

Butsch, Joseph. “Catholics and the Negro.” The Journdegfo History Vol. 2, No. 4,
(Oct., 1917), pp. 393 — 410.

Campbell, Edna F. “New Orleans in Early Days. "Gepfgi@al Review Vol. 10, No. 1.
(July, 1920), pp. 31-36.

Clark, Emily and Virginia Meacham Gould. “The Feminkace of Afro-Catholicism in
New Orleans, 1727 — 1852. The William and Mary Quartdihrd Series, Vol.
59. No. 2 (Apr., 2002), pp. 409 — 448.

Cottrol, Robert J. “Comparative Slave Studies: Urbane®iaas a Model, Travelers’
Accounts as a Source-Bibliography Essay.” Journal of Biaklies VVol. 8, No.
1 (Sep., 1977), pp. 3 —12.

Craven, Avery O. “Poor Whites and Negroes in the AntetmeSouth.” The Journal of
Negro History Vol.15, No.l. (Jan., 1930), pp. 14 — 25.

Dabel, Jane e. “ ‘My Ma Went to Work Early Every MarniColor, Gender, and
Occupation in New Orleans 1840 — 1860.” The Journal of Louisistarical
Association,Vol. 41, No. 2 (Spring, 2000). Pp. 217 — 229.

Dominguez, Virginia R. “Social Classification in Cled.ouisiana.” _American
Ethnologist,Vol. 4, No. 4. (Nov., 1977), pp. 589 — 602.

Dunbar - Nelson, Alice. “People of Color in LouisiaRart |.” The Journal of
Negro History Vol. 1, No. 4. (Oct., 1916), pp. 361 — 376.

35



Dunbar - Nelson, Alice. “People of Color in Louisiafart 11.” The Journal of Negro
History, Vol. 2, No.l1. (Jan., 1917), pp. 51 — 78.

Ingersol, Thomas N. “Slave Codes and Judicial PracticHew Orleans, 1718 — 1807.”
Law and History RevieyVol. 13, No. 1. (Spring, 1995), pp. 23 — 62.

Lindsay, Arnett G. “The Economic Condition of thedtoes of New York Prior to
1861.” The Journal of Negro Historypl. 6, No. 2. (April, 1921), pp. 190 — 199.

Matison, Summer Eliot. “Manumission by Purchase.” Jbarnal of Negro History/ol.
33, No. 2 (Apr., 1948). Pp. 146 — 167.

Reinders, Robert C. “The Churches and the Negros inQidsans, 1850-1860.” Phylpn
(1960-) Vol.22, No. 3 (8 Qtr., 1961), pp. 241 148.

Reinders, RobertC. “The Free Negro in the New Oddagonomy, 1850 — 1860.” The
Journal of the Louisiana Historical AssociatiMol. 6, No. 3 (Summer, 1965),
pp. 273 — 285.

Schafer, Judith Kellecher. “New Orleans Slavery in 18&een in Advertisements” The
Journal of Southern Histary/ol. 47, No. 1 (Feb., 1981), pp. 33 — 56.

Schweninger. Loren. “Antebellum Free Persons of Calétostbellum Louisiana.” The
Journal of the Louisiana Historical Associatioxol. 30, No. 4 (Autum, 1989)pp.
345 — 364.

Schweninger. Loren. “Prosperous Blacks in the South, 1790 —"Td8)American
Historical Review Vol. 95, No. 1 (Feb., 1990), pp. 31 — 56.

Sumpter, Amy R. “Segregation of the Free People o6iCarid Construction of Race in
Antebellum New Orleans.” Southern Geograpl8)l, 2008: pp. 19 — 37.

Walker, Juliet E. K. “Racism, Slavery, and Free Emiee: Black Entrepreneurship in
the United States Before the Civil War.” The Businestdiy Review Vol. 60.
No. 3 (Autumn, 1986), pp. 343 — 382.

Winkle, Kenneth J. “The United Census and Community Hystofhe History Teacher
Volume 28, Numberl, November 1994.

Zook, George Fredrick, “On the West Coast of Africdlie Journal of Negro History
Vol. 4, No. 2, (April, 1919), pp. 163 — 205.

36



Websites

New Orleans Public Library. Guide to Early (1760 — 1843) Rec@ff&e of the Mayor,
http://www.neworleanspubliclibrary.org/~nopl/inv/neh/nela@#indentures.

An Online Reference Guide to African American Histormivérsity of Washington,
Seattle, Washingtomttp://www.blackpast.org/?g=primary/louisianas-code-noir-1724

Primary Sources

New Orleans Public Library, New Orleans (La.) Offadfehe Mayor. (microfilm in the
New Orleans Public Library), Indentures 1809 — 1843, Rolls AAGGDAAGG1.

United States Census Reports, Schedule |, Free Inhabdbttite County of Orleans,
State of Louisiana (microfilm in the University of Névleans Library), 1850,%1
Municipality, Wards 1, 2, 3, & 4, Roll 235.

United States Census Reports, Schedule |, Free Inhabdbttite County of Orleans,
State of Louisiana (microfilm in the University of Né@vleans Library), 1850,%1
Municipality, Wards 5, 6, & 7, Roll 236.

United States Census Reports, Schedule |, Free Inhabdbttite County of Orleans,
State of Louisiana (microfilm in the University of N&@vleans Library), 1850, Third
(3 Representative Dist. Of N O"Municipality, Wards 1, 2, 3, & 4, Roll 237

United States Census Reports, Schedule I, Free Inhabdbttite County of Orleans,
State of Louisiana (microfilm in the University of Né@vleans Library), 1850,"2
Municipality, Wards 5, 6, & 7, Roll 234.

United States Census Reports, Schedule |, Free Inhabdbttite County of Orleans,
State of Louisiana (microfilm in the University of Né&vleans Library), 1850,'3
Municipality, Wards 1, 2, 3, & 4, Roll 238.

United States Census Reports, Schedule I, Free Inhabdbttite County of Orleans,
State of Louisiana (microfilm in the University of N&@vleans Library), 1860, Ward 1,
Roll 415.

United States Census Reports, Schedule |, Free Inhabdbttite County of Orleans,
State of Louisiana (microfilm in the University of N&@vleans Library), 1860, Ward 2,
Roll 416.

United States Census Reports, Schedule |, Free Inhabdbttite County of Orleans,

State of Louisiana (microfilm in the University of Né&vleans Library), 1860, Ward 3,
Roll 417.

37



United States Census Reports, Schedule |, Free Inhabdbttite County of Orleans,
State of Louisiana (microfilm in the University of N&@vleans Library), 1860, Ward 4,
Roll 421.

United States Census Reports, Schedule |, Free Inhabdbttite County of Orleans,
State of Louisiana (microfilm in the University of Né&vleans Library), 1860, Ward 5,
Roll 418.

United States Census Reports, Schedule |, Free Inhabdbttite County of Orleans,
State of Louisiana (microfilm in the University of Né&vleans Library), 1860, Ward 6,
Roll 419.

United States Census Reports, Schedule |, Free Inhabdbttite County of Orleans,
State of Louisiana (microfilm in the University of Né&@vleans Library), 1860, Ward 7,
Roll 419.

United States Census Reports, Schedule |, Free Inhabdbttite County of Orleans,
State of Louisiana (microfilm in the University of Né&vleans Library), 1860, Ward 8
Roll 421

United States Census Reports, Schedule |, Free Inhabdbtite County of Orleans,

State of Louisiana (microfilm in the University of Né&vleans Library), 1860, Ward 9,
Roll 422.

38



TABLES

39



Ward Total Colored Mulatto a&k Mulatto Mulatto Black Black
Population Population Population Populativiales Females Males Females

1% 7770 218 181 37 76 10513 24

2 13,440 139 105 34 46 59 18 16

3 25,494 772 667 105 240 427 32 73

4" 7014 790 697 93 241 456 36 57

5 12,104 2,296 2006 290 725 128195 195

6" 13,062 2019 1652 367 656 996 111 256

7 8526 2357 1889 468 823 1066 169299

gh 3276 432 344 88 159 185 31 57

o 8106 688 476 212 211 265 73 139

Total 98,792 9711 8017 1694 3177 A84) 6 1116

Table 1 — 1850 New Orleans Census

Ward Total Colored Mulatto a&k Mulatto Mulatto Black Black
Population Population Population Populatidmales Females Males Females

1% 13,462 225 17 54 73 98 23 31

2nd 18,564 201 148 53 54 94 15 38

3 22,080 820 721 99 295 426 32 67

4 9794 1066 915 151 343572 50 101

5 15,615 1995 1439 556 604 835 211 345

6" 9,560 1375 946 429 372574 160 269

7 13,120 1691 1329 362 619 710 149 213

gh 15,360 1223 951 272 443 508 117 155

g 14,520 1389 1106 283 471 63319 164

Total 132,075 9985 7726 2259 3274 4452 876 1383

Table 2 — 1860 New Orleans Census
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Ward Colored Mulatto Black Mulatto Black

% of % of % of % of % of

Total Total Total Colored Colored
1% 2.80 2.33 0.48 83.03 16.97
2nd 1.03 0.78 0.25 75.54 24.46
3 3.03 2.62 0.41 86.40 13.60
4t 11.26 9.93 1.33 88.23 11.77
5 18.97  16.57 2.40 87.37 12.63
6 15.46  12.65 2.81 81.82 18.18
7 27.64  22.16 5.49 80.14 19.86
g 13.19  10.50 2.69 79.63 20.37
g 8.49 5.87 2.62  69.19 30.81
Total 9.83 8.12 1.71  82.56 17.24

Table 3 — Population Density for Colored, Mulatto and Blacks irthe 1850 New
Orleans Census

Ward Colored Mulatto Black Mutatt Black

% of % of % of % of % of

Total Total Total Colored Colored
1% 1.67 1.27 0.40 .006 24.00
2nd 1.08 0.80 0.29 73.63 26.37
31 3.71 3.27 0.45 87.93 12.07
4t 10.88 9.34 1.54 85.83 14.17
5 12.78 9.22 3.56 72.13 27.87
6" 14.38 9.90 4.49 68.80 31.20
7 12.89 10.13 2.76 598. 21.41
g 7.96 6.19 1.77 77.76 22.24
gt 9.57 7.62 1.95 79.62 20.38
Total 7.56 5.85 1.71 77.38 22.62

Table 4 — Population Density for Colored, Mulatto & Blacks in he 1860 New
Orleans Census
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1860 1850 Total Total Total Total otal
Wards  Municips. FPC Free Free Free Free
& Wards Property Mulatto Black Black Black Black
Values Property Propert Male Female
(number) Value Value peay Property
(number) (number) Value Value
(number) (number)
#1 29M/Wds 1&2 $ 37,700 (19) $ 24,000 (15) $ 13,700 (4) %500 (1) $ 8,200 (3)
2 29M/Wds 3&4 19,800 (6) 13,300 (4) 6,%2p 1,500 (1) 5,000 (1)
3 29M/Wds 5,687 980,250 (184) 914,000 (162) 66,250 (22) 28,¥BD ( 37,500 (10)
4 F'Miwds 1&2 63,000 (9) 55,000 (8) 7,500 (1) 7,500 (1) 0 (0)
5 F£'M/Wds 3,4&5 918,200 (119) 859,750 (103) 44,950 (16) %050 39,000 (10)
6 T 'M/Wds 6&7 503,600 (73) 471,100 (65) 22,500 (816,000 (4) 8,500 (4)
7 Fmwd 1 407,980 (219) 358,680 (176) 49,300 (433,250 (20) 26,050 (23)
8 3 Mwd 2 123,490 (54) 123,490 (44) 19(@B) 10,700 (3) 8,350 (7)
9 3 M/Wds 3&4 51,060 (81) 51,060 (50) 21,400 (311,000 (18) 10,400 (13
$ 3,105,080 (762) 2,830,430)(6251,150 (97) 110,150 (66) 143,000 (71)
Table 5 - Property Values of the Free People of Color in 1850eW Orleans
1860 Total Total Total Total Total
Wards FPC Free Free Free Free
Property Mulatto Black Black Black
Values Property Property  Male Female
(number) |vess Value Property  Property
(number) (number) Value Value
(number) (number)
#1 $ 53,145(33) $ 39,745(25) $ 13,400 @) 1,150 (4) $ 12,250 (4)
2 50,625 (37) 46,175 4,500 (15) 2,575 (5) 1,87y
3 370,915 (192) 321,275 (159) 49,640 (335,440 (15) 34,200 (18)
4 297,250 (152) 263,050 (124) 34,200 (28) 12,600 (8) 21,600 (20)
5 512,350 199) 301,600 (145p10,750 (54) 39,300 (20) 171,450 (34)
6 212,525 (203) 178,125 (146) 34,400 (57) 25,825 (24) 8,575 (33)
7 220,100 (102) 196,950 (85) 23,150 (17) 16,500 (10) 6,650 (7)
8 222,100 (100) 200,700 (74) 21,400 (26) 10,150 ( 17) 11,250 (9)
9 120,420 (79) 98,120 (58) 22,300 (21) 17,300 (14) 5,000 (7)

$ 2,059,430 (1097) 1,645,690 (838)

413,74) (280,840 (117)

272,900 (142)

Table 6 - Property Values of the Free People of Color in 1860eW Orleans
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NA-'I‘hIONAL:ARCI-IIVE.S MICROFILM PUBLICATION
Microcopy No. 432

POPULATION SCHEDULES OF THE
- SEVENTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES

1850

Roll 235 .

LOUISIANA
City of New Orleans

Wards 1-4 (1st municipality)

THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES
NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

Washington: 1963

Title Page f'- 4" Wards (I* Municipality)
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