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Abstract

This oratorio tells the story of Queen Esther as presented in the Old Testament Book of Esther.
Its format includes choruses and solos with an orchestral accompaniment. The main characters
in the story are Esther, King Xerxes, Esther’s uncle Mordecai and their antagonist Haman, with
occasional insertions by a narrator. In addition to the primary scripture used, there are several
inclusions from the Psalms, Song of Songs, and a commentary poem by Wayne Watson
highlighting the oratorio’s sub-title, “For Such a Time as This,” which is the overriding textural
theme.

The orchestration focuses on reed woodwinds, brass, strings, and percussion, including
consistent use of the Persian tanbak (bongo type drum). Rhythms are regularly freely used to

support the text. Dissonant melodic construction and its resulting harmonic dissonance present a
panoply of sound beyond the traditional classical approach of dominant/tonic tonality.

Keywords: oratorio; orchestra and chorus; life of Esther; Memmott
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of the tribe of Benjamin, named Mordecai who had

a cousin named Hadassah, whom he had brought up
because she had neither father nor mother. Hadassah

(Esther), won the favor of everyone who saw her. She
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& - Mordecai Uncovers the Assassination Plot
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Narrator: When Esther reported this to the king, it was

investigated and found to be true. [pause]
THE TWO OFFICIALS WERE HANGED ON THE GALLOWS!
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9 - Haman's Plot
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10 - Mordecai's Pleas to Esther
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11 - "For Such a Time as This"

Poem by Wayne Watson
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Oratorio: Esther - “For Such a Time as This”
Full Score

by

William R. Memmott

Duration: 50 minutes

Flute
Two Oboes
Bassoon
Hormin F
Trumpet in Bb
Trombone
Tuba
Percussion One: Tambourine Triangle, Gong
Percussion Two: Tanbak
Timpani
Piano (harp)
Soloists: Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass
Chorus
Violin |
Violin 1l
Viola
Cello
Contrabass
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William R. Memmott

1 - The Celebration
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Narrator:

Five centuries before the Christian era, King Xerxes ruled over the kingdom of the
J Medes and Persians. To celebrate his wealth, power, and rulership he called a great feast.
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Narrator: Now there was in the citadel of Susa
a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin, named Mordecai
who had a cousin named Hadassah, whom he
had brought up because she had neither father
not mother. Hadassah (Esther) won the favor

of everyone who saw her.
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Narrator: Esther won his favor and
approval more than any other virgins.
The king set a royal crown on her head
and made her queen instead of Vashti.
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No. 8 - Mordecai Uncovers the Assassination Plot
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Narrator: When Esther reported this to the king, it was
OFFICIALS WERE HANGED ON THE GALLOWS!

investigated and found to be true. THE TWO
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11 - "For Such a Time as This"

Poem by Wayne Watson
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