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FADE | N:
SUPER: 2016
| NT. / EXT. NATHAN HARE UNI VERSI TY - DAY

It's graduation day at Nathan Hare University. On the canpus
grounds, last mnute arrangenents are being nade as the sun
rises on the stage. Chairs are being unfol ded, university
banners bei ng hung, m crophones bei ng checked on stage.

Students begin to fill the CHAPEL, checking in with the
faculty nenber at the door.

I NT. CHEYENNE' S APARTMENT - MORNI NG

CHEYENNE LAI NE (20s, AA, reserved, nonchalant) sits in front
of her mrror applying makeup. She |ooks to the franed

pi cture of her and her MOTHER  She finishes applying the
makeup fighting back tears.

CHEYENNE
W sh you were here.

Packed boxes are filled with things from her apartnent,
clothes, large frames, books. Her apartment is virtually

enpty.

Her phone rings, snapping her out of her trance. It's her
best friend Raynond.

RAYMOND (O S.)
(1 oudly)
Are you ready yet? | need sone help
with nmy tie! Conme open your door.

Cheyenne gi ggl es and goes to open the door.
EXT. APARTMENT BLOCK - DAY

Cheyenne opens the door to RAYMOND GRAVES (20s, AA,

ent husi astic, lively, gay). He's all dressed up, cap and
unzi pped gown, his shirt is un-tucked and unbuttoned. He
hol ds up two separate ties, one nonotone bowtie and one
colorful straight tie.

RAYMOND
Pl ease choose, because | can't right
now.

Cheyenne | aughs and wel cones himinside. She |ooks across
the way and sees SASHA W LKES (20s, AA, attractive, apple
pie personified). Just as Sasha | ooks over Cheyenne who

| ooks away and rolls her eyes.



I NT. SASHA' S APARTMENT - DAY

Sasha is dressed al nost perfectly. She sprays perfune on
her wist and drapes her gown over her arnms. She | ooks over
herself in the mrror as she clasps her necklace. In her
trash basket we see an opened PREGNANCY TEST box.

She turns to the side in the mrror touching her stomach and
qui ckly throws the idea away, zips up her gown, and heads
out the door.

EXT. APARTMENT BLOCK - CONTI NUOUS

Sasha cones out of her apartnent and sees J.R CCOLEMAN ( 20s,

AA, tall, athletic, attractive). He's on the phone.
SASHA
(smling)

Morni n' . Don't be | ate.

She touches his arm and wal ks past him

J. R nods, acknow edgi ng her but still invested in his phone
call.
J.R
Yeah, | know coach. | won't mss
it. I'"mnot gonna |let you down.
(beat)

Al right, thanks agai n!

He hangs up and | ooks at the apartnent across the way and
sees Cheyenne and Raynond cone out.

Raynmond links arnms with Cheyenne and skips while she tries
to keep up going to the chapel across canpus.

Cheyenne sees J.R and | ooks down, ignoring him
EXT. NATHAN HARE UNI VERSI TY - GRADUATI ON STAGE - DAY

Pomp and Circunstances plays loudly through the speakers as
t hey graduates walk in towards the previously enpty chairs.
Friends and famly fill the audi ence sections and they cl ap,
cheer, and wi pe away tears. G aduates do the sane.

PRESI DENT RCE (40s/50s, AA, stern but caring) takes the stage,
raises and lowers his hand to let themall knowto sit.
He's smling out to the crowd, proud.

RCE
What a beautiful day for these
beautiful ...

( MORE)



ROE ( CONT' D)
(beat)
And handsonme graduates. This is
your day.
(beat)

Thank you also to the famly and
friends who have decided to join us

today. | know you nust be proud,
(chuckl es)
| am too.

Hi s speaking fades out and we scan the audi ence. G aduates
smling, taking pictures with each other, waving to their
famlies. Famlies standing and cl appi ng when nanes are
cal | ed.

ROE ( CONT' D)
Wt hout further adieu, the graduates!
(beat)
Rol and Ander son..
He begins calling student nanes.

Students proudly glide across the stage, take their degree,
smle for a photo and wal k off. Their lively, excited, happy.

DI SSCLVE TQO

ROE ( CONT' D)
Jerone Reese Col enmn. .

J.R conmes up to the stage. He fake dribbles a ball and
shoots it. He shakes Roe's hand, taking his degree and the
pi cture.

Com ng down the steps he sees Cheyenne.

She shifts in her seat, unconfortable under his glare.
Raynmond, who's sitting behind her |eans to her.

RAYMOND
Have y'all talked at all?

CHEYENNE
He called on the funeral, but not
si nce t hen.
Raynond sits back
Dl SSOLVE TO

RCE
Raynond G aves. ..



4.

Raynond struts across the stage, flanboyant as ever, recording
the whole thing on his phone. He cheeses for his picture
the way only he coul d.

DI SSCLVE TQO

ROE ( CONT' D)
Cheyenne Lai ne. ..

Cheyenne stands to take her turn, she faintly smles for her
pi cture.

ROE ( CONT' D)
Your not her woul d be so proud.

Roe hugs her. Cheyenne accepts it, but doesn't really
reciprocate it.

She gets back to her seat and Raynond shakes her shoul der
excitedly.

RAYMOND
Aye! We did it! W degree'd!

She smles with him
Dl SSOLVE TO

RCE
Sasha W/ kes. ..

Sasha snmoot hly wal ks down the stage with poise. No one would
expect any | ess.

DI SSCLVE TO

The |ist of graduates ends.

ROE ( CONT' D)
Ladi es and gentleman, | present to
you, Nathan Hare University's class

of 2016!
The graduates all rise and toss their caps up in the air.
Later:
The cerenony is over and everyone is scattered across the
grounds. Famlies taking pictures, graduates huggi ng each
other, friends w ping away tears.

Cheyenne wal ks out of the aisle and his bonbarded by Raynond
and hi s phone.



RAYMOND
(1 oudly)
We got degrees out here! Ckay!
Come on Bl ack excel | ence!

Cheyenne is a little shocked, but she's used to it and smles
into the canera

CHEYENNE
Ray, cone on
(1 aughi ng)
You're so extra right now.

RAYMOND
Okay and? You're not extra enough!
We graduated col |l ege! AHH

They | augh together and smle for sone selfies.

Cheyenne | ooks to the side and sees a surprising famliar
face. Raynond |ooks too, this quiets him Cheyenne wal ks

up to THOVAS LAINE (40s/50s, AA timd, fatherly). Cheyenne's
f at her.

CHEYENNE

| didn't think you' d be here.
THOVAS

| wouldn't m ss your graduation.
CHEYENNE

Vell | was surprised you made it to

your wife's funeral so..
THOVAS

Chey , | just wanted to cone say

"' m proud of you.
CHEYENNE

Yeah, |'m sure.

Raynmond wal ks up.

RAYMOND

H M. Laine. Good to see you.
THOVAS

You too Raynond. Congratul ations.

(beat)
Vel |l what about dinner later? The
two of you. And you can invite Sasha
and Jay- -

RAYMOND
Thank you. ..



CHEYENNE
No. Raynond's hel pi ng nme pack.
|"ve got a flight to Atlanta.

(beat)
| got a job at a film production
conpany.
THOVAS
Oh. Ww, that's great.
(beat)

You shoul d cone by when you get back

CHEYENNE
"' m not com ng back Dad. Nothing's
here for ne.

He's sore at that comrent.

THOVAS
VWell here let ne...

He goes to grab his wallet out of his pocket. He takes out
three $100 bills and hands it to her.

CHEYENNE
Mom | eft ne noney, you don't need to--

THOVAS
Chey, please. Take this.

He puts the noney into her hands gently. She accepts.

THOVAS ( CONT' D)
Alright, well 1'Il leave y'all to
it. Congratul ati ons agai n, baby

girl.
He wal ks away.

RAYMOND
Well that was. ..

CHEYENNE
Yeah.

Sasha wal ks up to Raynond and touches his arm smling, bubbly
as ever.

RAYMOND
Hey! Congratul ati ons.

SASHA
Hey. You, too! Everyone | ooked
great.



She avoi ds eye contact.

SASHA ( CONT' D)
Hey Chey. ..
(beat)
Congr at ul ati ons.

CHEYENNE
Thanks.

Cheyenne nusters a non convincing smle. Raynond waves to
soneone and wal ks away. Looking back to Cheyenne shocked
and conf used.

SASHA
Listen, Chey. | wanted to apol ogi ze--

CHEYENNE
l[t's alittle late for that.

She tries to wal k away, but Sasha grabs her. Cheyenne turns
back and jerks away.

SASHA
Cheyenne, please, let ne explain.
CHEYENNE
For what ?
(beat)
You know out of everyone, | never

woul d' ve expected you to be such a
di sappoi nt nent .

SASHA
That's not fair. | wanted to be
there for you, for your nom but --
CHEYENNE
| gotta go...
SASHA
Cheyenne. . .!
CHEYENNE
Stop! Listen, I"'mleaving. |'m
going to Atlanta, I'mgoing to work
my way up, tooth and nail at this
production conpany. |I'mgoing to

get the perfect opportunity to make
a nane for nyself, and never have to
see you again...even that is too
soon.



She shoots Sasha a dirty | ook and wal ks away. Sasha stands
there frozen and scarred.

CUT TO
EXT. HOTEL VALET STATI ON- DAY
SUPER: 5 Years Later

CHEYENNE LAI NE (Late 20s, stylish, professional) gets out of
her car and hands the keys to the VALET.

VALET

Morning Ms. Laine, how are you?
CHEYENNE

Good Mor ni ng.

We think she's nade the big tinme when..

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
(beat)
Name t ag.

She wal ks past him The valet sort of sinks into his station,
putting his hand to his chest where his nanme tag shoul d be
and digs in his pocket to find it and place it on his shirt.

JAKE
Thank you.

She smles wal ks past himinto the hotel.
| NT. EASTON SPRI NGS HOTEL LOBBY - CONTI NUOQUS

Cheyenne wal ks into the beautiful |obby with marble fl oors,
bri ght chandeliers, cozy couches, and a water and coffee
tabl e.

She wal ks up the front desk wal k way. People part ways and
greet her.

FRONT DESK G RL
Good Morning, Ms. Laine...| uh,
had a qui ck questi on.

The G RL shifts her eyes to a COUPLE standing to the side of
t he desk.

Cheyenne notices and greets them
CHEYENNE

Good norning, how can | help you
guys?



The MAN of the couple steps up,

MAN
Good Morning Mss. So, | did nmake a
reservation for the weekend, and ny
account was charged here.

He shows Cheyenne his phone with the bank statenent.

MAN ( CONT' D)
But your front desk agent says that
there isn't an avail able room

Cheyenne | ooks concerned.

CHEYENNE
Let nme check for you, one nonent.

Cheyenne circles around to the front desk and types in what
must be sone magic spell because in three...two...one..

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
So sir, we do have your confirmation
and down paynent and we do have your
roombut it just hasn't been prepared,
housekeeping mght be a little behind.
I f you don't mnd waiting it should
be ready in about an hour.

The Man visibly objects but before the Man gets a chance to
but in with his attitude, Cheyenne conti nues.

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
| do apol ogi ze for the inconvenience,
but may | suggest the brunch
restaurant right across the street.

She digs into the drawer and pulls out a flyer.

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
They have sonme of the best waffles
inthe city. Here's a conplinentary
gift card, tell themthat Chey sent
you. They'll be glad to serve you.

The Wnman takes the flyer and skins through it.

WOVAN
QGooh, babe | ook! Build your own
br eakfast sanpler! Cone on, | know

you' re hungry.

The Man gl ances over the flyer and takes in his wife's
exci tenent.
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MAN
Al right then,

He al nost doesn't but he does say...

MAN ( CONT' D)
Thank you, nma'am

CHEYENNE
Not a problem W'I|l see you when
you' re back, feel free to | eave your
| uggage behind the desk, where it'l
be waiting for you.

He nods and turns away.

She gives a whol esone snmle as they wal k out the door.

YOUNG G RL
Thanks, I'mstill getting used to
readi ng the reservations on the
conput er.

CHEYENNE

Don't worry about it.
The girl blushes, enbarrassed in front of her boss.

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
Have you seen M. Canpbell?

Cheyenne's phone starts to ring. She answers the video call.
CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
(to the girl)
Nevermnd, I'll cone by later.
She wal ks away and tal ks into her phone.
| NT. EASTON SPRI NGS HOTEL - HALLWAY - CONTI NUOUS

CHEYENNE
H babes.

| NTERCUT AS NEEDED
I NT. /EXT. TRAFFIC - RAYMOND S CAR - DAY

Raynmond, now matured, still the sanme, is sitting at a stop
light.

RAYMOND
Hey, girl, hey!
( MORE)



RAYMOND ( CONT' D)
(beat)
Pl ease tell ne you' ve changed your
m nd and are packed and ready to
come to honecoming with ne!

CHEYENNE
(sarcastically)
Yep, everything's in ny Mary Poppin's
bag and |I' mgonna ride ny unicorn
all the way there.

RAYMOND
(rolls eyes)
So nasty, just so rude.

I NT. CHEYENNE' S OFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS

Cheyenne wal ks into her office it's sinple,
There are a few pictures hangi ng on the wall
watermark in the bottom corner.
on her desk, one of her with her nother and the other with
As a whole it's organi zed, everything in place.

Raynond.

Car

hor ns

CHEYENNE
(chuckl es)
Don't be surprised.
(beat)
| just...can't bring nyself back
t here.

RAYMOND
Can you drive your car?!
(beat)
Chey, have you ever thought that
where you don't want to be is exactly
where you need to be?

CHEYENNE
Thank you, baby Yoda. Look, just
tell nme all about it when you get
back.

sound in the background.
RAYMOND
The light just turned green! | could

wait all day! Try nel!

Cheyenne's office phone starts to ring.

CHEYENNE
Hey |l ook, | gotta go. Talk later.
Love you.

m ni mal i st.
w th her
There are only two Pl CTURES

11.
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She hangs up her cell phone and picks up the office phone in

one swift notion.

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
Thank you for calling Easton Springs

Hotel, |I'm Cheyenne, how can | help
you?
RCE (O S.)
Uh yes, Cheyenne Laine?
CHEYENNE
Mrhmm  speaki ng.
RCE
well, hello!
(beat)

It's good to speak to you.
| NTERCUT AS NEEDED:

Roe stands at the window in his dark office, the w ndow
providing the |light he needs.

Cheyenne | ooks conf used.

CHEYENNE
|"msorry, who's this?
ROE
Oh, excuse ne. |It's President Roe!
From Nat han Hare University.
Cheyenne recogni zes the voice now, but she's still confused.
CHEYENNE

Presi dent Roe! How are you? What
brings you to call?

ROE
|"mwell, thank you. | wanted to
make sure you knew about honecom ng
this week.

CHEYENNE

Yes, of course. Unfortunately I
won't be there...work and all.

RCE
Vell | was hopi ng you woul d change
your m nd.
(beat)

You see we're actually having a
cerenony for your nother.
( MORE)



ROE ( CONT' D)
She was such a beloved spirit here,
and we just want to honor her, as
wel | as some ot her students and

faculty who' ve ... passed.
CHEYENNE

Ch. Ww.

(beat)

Um that's so sweet, | just...

don't know if--
ROE

Ri ght, of course, | understand.

al so wanted to offer you an
opportunity.

(beat)
If | remenber correctly, you were
nice wwth a canera. 1In the spirit

of honmecom ng, the board and | think

it'd be a great tine to filma sort

of ... pronotional video for the campus.

You know for new students and tours
and al | .

13.

Cheyenne rai ses an eyebrow. This peaks her interest.

Cheyenne

She | ooks

ROE ( CONT' D)
| know that after graduation you

were working for a production conpany,

so | just thought to use our alumi
network to hel p our wonderful
institution. 1'd be sure to
conpensate you of course.

S hesitant. She drums her fingers on the desk.

ROE ( CONT' D)
Pl ease, just cone for the cerenony
for your nother and we can di scuss

everything el se when your here. In
per son.

CHEYENNE
Unhh. ..

at the picture on her desk of her and her

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
Sure. kay.

ROE
Amazing. Can't wait to see you.
(beat)
You have ny nunber!

nmot her.
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CHEYENNE
Ckay, talk soon.

She hangs up. She leans back. Did |l really just agree to
this? She shakes her head in disbelief.

There's a knock at her door. Her boss, SAM CAMPBELL (30s/40s,
white, critical) wal ks in.

SAM
Good Mor ni ng.

Cheyenne hops up out her chair to greet him

CHEYENNE
M . Canmpbell, good norning.

SAM
Do you have those conpl eted nunbers
fromlast week? | need to send them

to corporate today.
Cheyenne opens up her file drawer and takes out a fol der.

CHEYENNE
Ri ght here, sir.

She hands themto him
SAM
Great. Thanks. You're always on
it, Ms. Laine.
Cheyenne smles to herself.

CHEYENNE
Thank you, sir.

He turns to | eave, Cheyenne stops him

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)

Umsir, | wanted to ask you
somet hi ng.

SAM
VWhat's goi ng on?

CHEYENNE
Sonething's cone up and | need to go
out of town, | wanted to talk to you

about taking sone tine off.

SAM
Oh?
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CHEYENNE
's a...cerenony. For ny nother.
was asked to be there and | think
should be. It's this weekend.

It
I
I

SAM

| see.

(beat)
Go ahead and fill out the paperwork
and 1'Il be sure to approve it for
you. You work hard, you should take
the tinme. Just nmake sure to cone
back.

He grins w thout enotion, eerily.

SAM ( CONT' D)
Don't know what we'd do w thout you.

Cheyenne nods her head.

CHEYENNE
O course, sSir.

He exits.
Cheyenne takes a deep breath and lets it out.
EXT. Al RPORT - DAY

Pl anes zoom over head as Cheyenne wal ks out to neet Raynond
wi th her luggage at his car in the arrival |ane.

| NT. RAYMOND S CAR - DAY
Raynmond i s speaking on the phone.

RAYMOND
Yes, that'd be great. | can send
t hose designs right over. Thank
you. Tal k soon.

He sees Cheyenne waving at him He hangs up the phone and
turns up the nusic.

Loud nusic blasts from Raynond's car. He hops out imediately
as the car is put into park.

RAYMOND ( CONT' D)
HHHHEEEEYYYY! Oh ny god!

Raynond pulls Cheyenne into a tight enbrace. She hugs him
back just as hard.



CHEYENNE
Ohhh, | didn't realize how nuch
m ssed you!

Raynmond | ets go.

RAYMOND
Come on, conme on! Let's get your
t hi ngs.

He grabs her luggage and places it in the trunk of the car.
They both hop back in the front seats.

RAYMOND ( CONT' D)
So. Here's the agenda. Drop you
of f, get cozy at the hotel
(beat)
You did get us a discounted rate
right?

Cheyenne sm | es.

CHEYENNE
| did us one better, | cashed in ny
poi nts and upgraded us to a suite.

He pats her shoul der and nocks tears, crying.

RAYMOND
| knew that | | oved you.
(beat, normal voice)
As | was saying, the conmedy show s
tonight. D d you wanna go?

Cheyenne gets confortable in her seat.

CHEYENNE
Ray, you know |I'm not here to be
soci al .

RAYMOND
But you're here now You m ght as
wel | be.

Cheyenne i s not convi nced.

CHEYENNE
Meh. We'll see how | feel after |
meet with Roe.

Raynmond sighs dramatically but accepts this.

RAYMOND
Ckay.

16.



CHEYENNE
Who were you on the phone with when
you pul l ed up?

RAYMOND
Huh? On!  Umm that was ny nom
She was saying | should cone by for
di nner while |I'm here.

CHEYENNE
Ch we should, 1'd ove to see her.
Especially if she's maki ng her
snot her ed chi cken.

(beat)
Chef's ki ss!
RAYMOND
No ma' am
(chuckl es)
| told her we'd see.
CHEYENNE
VWhatever, 1'Il call and go by nyself.

Raynond rolls his eyes and shifts his attention away from
his lie.

RAYMOND
Have you thought anynore about Roe's
of fer?

Cheyenne scrolls in her phone.

CHEYENNE
Hm? OCh. Nah, not really. | nean
sure the noney woul d be nice but
it'"s not like |l need it.
(beat, sarcastically)
|'ve got ny nediocre, ful
and |'m content.

| tinme job

Raynmond jolts the car to a stop at a |ight.

RAYMOND
Ch, no, ma'am W not doing this
"woe is ne" gig all weekend. You're
here now, have sone fun! Dam.

CHEYENNE
Yeah, yeah | know.

RAYMOND
Yeah, yeah.
( MORE)

17.



RAYMOND ( CONT' D)

(beat)
Sonet hing el se gotta have you this
stressed.
(beat)
s it your non?
CHEYENNE
Huh? No, no. |'mokay really.

He pats her |eg.

Cheyenne avoi ds eye contact and scrolls through her
stuck on one post.

Raynond drives forward but notices she's distracted.

snat ches her phone.

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
Hey! Ray! Gve ne ny phone.

She reaches trying to grab her phone back.

RAYMOND
Aht, Aht! |I'mdriving.

He | ooks between the road and her phone.

RAYMOND ( CONT' D)
Chhh, so that's who this is about?
A certain, former all-star basket bal
pl ayer posted that he was going to
be in town and now you shook? Grl...

He snickers to hinself.
Cheyenne snat ches her phone back and bl ushes.

CHEYENNE
No!

RAYMOND
Yes!

Cheyenne rolls her eyes.
CHEYENNE
Man, what ever.
(beat)
Nobody cares bout that man.

Now Raynond rolls his eyes.

phone,

He

18.
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RAYMOND
Mrhnrm sure Jan.
(beat)
Have you two tal ked at all?

CHEYENNE

Oh you nmean after he left for training
canp and didn't tell nme?

(beat)
Nah, guess his b.s. had his phone
lines tied up...

(munbl ed)
O his hoes.

Raynond cackl es.

RAYMOND
Well, maybe you can talk this weekend.
(beat)
Maybe he's single..

Cheyenne bl ushes agai n.
CHEYENNE
Doesn't matter if he is. He nade
hi s choi ce cl ear.
Cheyenne shrugs and goes back to scrolling on her phone.
EXT. FANCY HOTEL OVERHANG - AFTERNOON
Raynmond pulls into the hotel overhang and parks.

They both get out of the car and go to the trunk to get the
bags.

RAYMOND

Ckay, negative Nancy! [|I'mjust trying
to give you a little hope!

Cheyenne sm | es.
CHEYENNE
| appreciate you. | do.
(beat)

Come on, let's go check in.
They close the trunk and wal k into the | obby.
| NT. HOTEL SU TE - DAY
Cheyenne plops belly up on to the bed.

Raynond rumrages t hrough one of his bags and pulls out a
bottle of brown |iquor.
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RAYMOND
Chey! Get up! This is not the tine
to rest!
He takes out two plastic shot glasses and pours into them

RAYMOND ( CONT' D)
Cone on, cone on! Take thisl!

He wal ks around and pulls Cheyenne up with one hand and hands
her the shot with the other.

RAYMOND ( CONT' D)
Happy Homecom ng!

They both throw the shots back and wi nce at the taste.

CHEYENNE
It's definitely been a m nute.

Cheyenne rubs her throat trying to ease the sting.
They both | augh.
RAYMOND

Gotta pregane so we can keep up al
weekend! Show no weakness!

They sm |l e.

CUT TO
EXT. NATHAN HARE UNI VERSI TY - DAY
Cheyenne and Raynond wal k around on the yard of the canpus.

A DJ is set up and playing |oud nmusic, students crowd around
danci ng, tal king, and |aughing together.

O hers are scattered across the canpus walking with their
books and bags. Coming in and out of door roons.

RAYMOND
Ah!  Doesn't it feel good to be back?
Renmenber when |'d crash at your dorm
during finals? Living off canpus
was not it.

Cheyenne sm | es.
CHEYENNE

Yeah, you snoring loudly on ny floor
wasn't it either.
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RAYMOND
| resent that. You |oved having nme
ar ound.

Cheyenne links arms with Raynond.

CHEYENNE
And | still do.

Raynond | eans on to her.

RAYMOND
| really am happy you decided to
conme this year.

Cheyenne hol ds hi s hand.

CHEYENNE
Yeah.
(beat)
It's weird to be back though.

She crosses her arns and they approach a bench and sit down.

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
It's just...l really thought 1'd
never come back. Like, | was supposed
to be sone big-shot filmmaker or
sonething. | feel like | canme back
to her enpty handed.

Raynond | ooks concer ned.
RAYMOND

You're not being fair to yourself.
Even if you decide not to do the

video, | think you should nmake use
of your tinme back here.
(beat)

Get back to what yourself.

CHEYENNE
St opping wasn't really a choice, it
just happened. | wasn't "inspired"
anynore.

RAYMOND
Well...find your spark again with
this project.

Cheyenne | ooks away from Raynond, out to the canpus taking
in his words.

She | ooks back to himand smles fondly.
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CHEYENNE
Maybe.

She checks the tine.

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)

Hey, I'Il nmeet up with you later.
RAYMOND

Cool, 1'lIl be in the arts buil ding.
CHEYENNE

VWy? What's there?
RAYMOND

Ch | wanted to go see Professor d enn,
just go check in on her.

Cheyenne | ooks confused but they both wave bye to each other.
| NT. NATHAN HARE UNI VERSI TY - PRESI DENT' S BUI LDI NG - DAY

Cheyenne wal ks through the halls of the building | ooking at
the portraits of past presidents and faculty of the
uni versity.

She stops at a portrait of her nother. She goes to touch it
but soneone steps out to greet her. TAHLI A REESE (20s, AA
busi ness casual, sweet)

TAHLI A
Can | help you?

CHEYENNE
H, |I'm Cheyenne..

TAHLI A

Cheyenne Laine! Hi...
She reaches out to eagerly shake her hand.
TAHLI A ( CONT' D)
"Il et Dr. Roe know you're here.

You can go on in and have a seat.
" m happy to neet you.

She sm | es.

CHEYENNE
Thanks. You are...?

TAHLI A
On! Sorry, I"'mTahlia. 1'mthe SGA
President. | have work study here.

( MORE)
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TAHLI A ( CONT' D)
(beat)
It's really great to have al ummi
back, I'ma senior and |I've had such
a great experience here. Just give
me one second!

Cheyenne nods and stares...she's an eager one.
| NT. PRESI DENT' S LOBBY - CONTI NUOUS

Cheyenne wal ks in and | ooks at the portrait of the canpus on
the wall.

The university band plays in the background from outsi de.
She goes to the wi ndow and sees the student activity.

PRESI DENT ROE (a little grayer) opens his door. This snaps
Cheyenne out of her daze.

PRESI DENT RCE
Ms. Laine, how nice to see you! How
have you been?

Cheyenne j unps.

CHEYENNE
H , good!

She steps up to him they shake hands ent husi astically.

PRESI DENT ROCE
Pl ease, cone in. Have a seat.

| NT. PRESI DENT' S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

He wel cones her into the office and she sits down. He cl oses
the door and then sits in his chair.

PRESI DENT ROE
It is so great to have al umi cone
back and participate in the
festivities.
(beat)
VWhat have you been up to in the "rea
wor | d"?

Cheyenne sm | es.

CHEYENNE
Not too much actually. |[|'ve been
wor ki ng i n managi ng guest engagenent
at a hotel.
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PRESI DENT RCE
Real | y? Wi ch chai n?

She hesitates a little.

CHEYENNE
Um .. the Easton Springs.

PRESI DENT RCE
Ahh, 1 was under the inpression you
were working in the entertai nnment
i ndustry, nonethel ess good for you!

CHEYENNE
Thank you, sir.

PRESI DENT ROE
Are you doing anything with that
t hough? | renenber your nother
tal king so nuch about you--

CHEYENNE
Not much, actually.

Cheyenne takes a deep breath. Roe goes to change the subject.

PRESI DENT ROCE
Yes, well. Let's tal k about the
menori al, shall we?

Cheyenne nods.

PRESI DENT RCE ( CONT' D)
The service wll be Saturday norning
in the chapel. W'd love for you to
say a fewwrds, if you' d like to.

CHEYENNE
Um |I'mnot sure that |'d be
confortable with that.

PRESI DENT RCE
|"'msure we'd all really appreciate

to hear fromyou. |It's been so |ong
since we've heard fromyou

(beat)
It could even be...therapeutic for
you.

CHEYENNE

Mhmm

(beat)

So, about the video..



PRESI DENT ROE
Yes, of course. Have you thought
about the offer?

CHEYENNE
| have actually. I'mdefinitely
interested in doing it.

PRESI DENT ROE
That's great! |[|'mso gl ad.

Tahlia knocks at the door and then wal ks i n.

TAHLI A
Excuse ne sir, your next appointnment's
her e.

PRESI DENT RCE
Perfect timng, you can go ahead and
send her in Tahlia.

Cheyenne | ooks a bit concerned.
PRESI DENT ROE ( CONT' D)
Cheyenne, you renenber your classmate
Sasha W kes. ..

Sasha Wl kes (still just as pristine) walks in smling and
t hen, face crack

Fl ames run through Cheyenne's bl ood and she stands shocked.

PRESI DENT ROE ( CONT' D)

(smling)
Well, you two wll be working together
on the pronotional video.
CHEYENNE
(faintly)

What ?

PRESI DENT ROE
Yes, we'd |love to see our al umi
involved in the video. Show ng
support for their alm mater and
al !

CHEYENNE
|--1 didn't know. ..

Cheyenne's hearing is distorted.

SASHA
H Chey,

25.
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CHEYENNE
|"msorry, this was a m st ake.

PRESI DENT RCE
Cheyenne, nmaybe you should sit down?

Cheyenne rushes out.
She bunps into Tahlia and goes to the hallway.

TAHLI A
Wait, what's wrong?

I NT. NATHAN HARE UNI VERSI TY - PRESI DENT' S BUI LDI NG HALLWAY

Cheyenne struggles to find her phone in her bag and finally
stops to | ook.

She munbl es to herself under her breath.

CHEYENNE

| knew this was a m st ake,
(beat)

Shoul dn't have even cane back
(beat)

| have to get out of here
(beat)

VWhere the fu--

Cheyenne hears heels clicking on the floor. She |ooks up
fromher bag to conpose herself and sees, her nother.

LYNN LAI NE (40s, AA, professional, notherly) stands in front
of her, an inmagination.

Cheyenne backs up to the wall. Shutting her eyes and opening
them She shutters.

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
M Mon?

Lynn goes to caress her daughter's face.
A tear falls from Cheyenne's eye.

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
WWwhat is this? Am|l dying?

Lynn sm | es.

LYNN
No, sweeti e.

CHEYENNE
Mom | mss you so nuch.
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LYNN

Shhh. Sweetie, you have to stay.
CHEYENNE

What? | don't--1 can't.
LYNN

You bel ong here, surrounded by people
who | ove you.

CHEYENNE
VWat are you tal king about? | don't
have anyone, especially here.

Tahlia wal ks through the halls | ooking for Cheyenne.

LYNN
You' re not al one, sweeti e.

Lynn wal ks of f.

CHEYENNE
M nonl Mom wait!

Cheyenne goes to follow her and literally bunps into Tahli a.
Cheyenne stunbl es.

TAHLI A
|"'msorry, are you okay?

CHEYENNE
Where'd she go?

(beat)
Did you see her?

Cheyenne tries to get up and strains to | ook down the hall way.
Tahlia hel ps her up.

TAHLI A
See who? Sasha? She's still in the
office. | wanted to talk to you
mysel f.

CHEYENNE
Wiy? | don't even know you.

Tahlia takes a breath at the harsh coment.

TAHLI A
| know, but...l sort of need you.

Cheyenne's face says it all. "Excuse nme?"

TAHLI A ( CONT' D)
This video that you're doing--



CHEYENNE
Not doi ng.
TAHLI A
Ri ght .
(beat)

It's inportant. M whole life |I've
wanted to be here. To be surrounded
by people who | ook |ike ne, feel

i ke ne.

CHEYENNE
VWhat does that have to do with this?

TAHLI A
Look. Full disclosure, our enroll nment
rates are dropping. W need students.
New, transfers...anything. If we
don't get them or at |east nore
funding we could | ose accreditation,
or even cl ose the doors.

CHEYENNE
No way, NHU can't be that bad off.

TAHLI A

It's not far fromit. W're trying
to be proactive wth this video.
That's why we need you.

(beat)
" m not asking for Roe, |'m asking
for me. Please help keep this school
open. For ne, for future students.
You're a graduate. You know as nuch
as | do how i nportant schools I|ike
this are.

Cheyenne straightens up, listening to her words.
her eyes.
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Looking in

Behi nd her she sees her nother again. Lynn nods to her and

mout hs "Stay."

Cheyenne | ooks confused, a short nonent passes,
listens to her nother.

CHEYENNE
Ckay.

Tahlia sm | es big.

TAHLI A
Yes! Thank you so nuch.

but she
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She hugs her. Cheyenne's unconfortabl e.
CUT TO
| NT. PRESI DENT' S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

Presi dent Roe and Sasha sit at the desk | ooking over
paper wor K.

Tahl i a knocks and wal ks in.

TAHLI A
Look who | found...

Cheyenne wal ks in behind her.

CHEYENNE
Sorry about that...l think I just
needed sone air.

She takes a breath and | ooks at Tahlia who nods.

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
|'"d be happy to still do the
vi deo...w th Sasha.

She nusters a bland smle Sasha's way.

PRESI DENT RCE
Ah, well! I'"mhappy to hear it. |
was just going over the details with
Sasha here.

(beat)
Have a seat and we can | ook over
t hem
CHEYENNE
G eat.

She pulls up a chair and sits.
President Roe calls to Tahlia for sone water.
SASHA

(to Cheyenne)
|'"'mglad you cane back. |I--

CHEYENNE
(to Sasha)
This isn't a reunion. You don't
have to treat it |ike one. It is

a...business partnership. That's
al | .
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Sasha is stunned. She straightens up back into her seat.
Focusi ng her attention back on Roe.

Tahlia places the waters on the desk and pulls up a seat
hersel f.

Cheyenne | ooks at her, Tahlia sm|es.

PRESI DENT RCE
Now, Tahlia wll act as a sort of
[iaison for you two. She'll escort
you around canpus, sort of like a
wal ki ng press pass for all the events.

He chuckl es, pleased at hinself.

Cheyenne takes a sip of water. |It's going to be a |ong
weekend.

CUT TO
| NT. STUDENT LOUNGE - DAY

Students sit at scattered tables and on couches tal king,
eating, doing honmework. Qhers are playing card ganes, doing
homewor k.

Cheyenne, Tahlia, and Sasha walk in to the building al
wearing di fferent expressions.

Tahlia stands in front of the two of them

TAHLI A
So, | figure we can get sone |unch
and then do a "POA"?

CHEYENNE
A what ?

Tahlia giggles at herself.

TAHLI A
Sorry, SGA talk. A "Plan of Action”
| mean we only have the weekend to
catch events so | figure the sooner

the better.

SASHA
Yeah, | agree. That's a great idea,
Tahl i a.

Cheyenne rolls her eyes.



TAHLI A
Awesone! |'m gonna go grab a snack
out the student store.

She wal ks off. Students are huddl ed together staring at
Sasha, whispering. Sasha blushes and tries to | ook away
when a student wal ks up to her.

FEMALE STUDENT

~ (shyly) _ _
Hi, you re Sasha W/ kes, right?

SASHA
H , yeah.

The girl | ooks back to the group.

FEMALE STUDENT
See! | told you it was her!
(beat)
Can we take a picture with you?
We're freshman, but we know about
your reign as Ms. NHU. Such an
exanpl e!

Sasha sighs with relief.

SASHA
Yes! O course.

She waves the girls over.
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Cheyenne spots Raynond sitting at a table and waves to her.

She wal ks up to him

RAYMOND
s that...?
CHEYENNE
If we ignore it, maybe it'll go away.
He | aughs.
RAYMOND
Here, | saved you hal f.

Cheyenne's eyes w den and she gasps.

CHEYENNE
On! A chicken Philly.
(beat)
So far, this is the best thing about
bei ng back.



RAYMOND
Want to tal k about it?

CHEYENNE

Not really. How was Professor d enn?

She takes a bite.

RAYMOND
Oh, umm Good. | actually got her

to | ook at sone designs | was worKking

on. |'mplanning to--
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Tahlia wal ks up to their table with her bag of snacks and a

drink in her hand.

TAHLI A
Hi , | ' m Tahl i al SGA Presi dent.

She reaches out a hand for Raynond to shake,

TAHLI A ( CONT' D)
Cheyenne, you ready to get started?

Sasha cones up next.

SASHA
RAYMOND!  HI'!

They both hug each ot her.

RAYMOND
Sasha! Good to see you, you | ook
good as ever.

SASHA
Ray! So do you, how s--

Cheyenne stands up.
CHEYENNE

Yep, there's sonme enpty chairs over
t here.

Cheyenne takes the sandwi ch and goes that way.

TAHLI A
Ni ce neeting you!
SASHA
Guess we'll catch up later

Sasha waves bye. They go to the table and settle in.

and he does.



TAHLI A
So did either one of you have any
ideas to start with?
Cheyenne and Sasha junp in and tal k over each other.

SASHA CHEYENNE
Wel |, how about we-- | was thinking that--

They | ook at each other awkwardly.
CHEYENNE ( CONT' D) SASHA

VWhat | was going to | was just gonna nention

say was- - how- -
Cheyenne breathes in with frustration.

TAHLI A

How about | just get us started,

(beat)
We definitely should show academ c
life but, we should al so show the
events for honecomng. It'd be great
to get the student |ife outside of
the classroom Get newbies excited
you know?

Sasha takes the chance and junps in.

SASHA
We should get interviews with students
froma bunch of orgs. |'msure they'd

| ove the attention.

TAHLI A
Ohh, yeah that'd be great.

Cheyenne sort of |eans back into her seat.

SASHA
(to Cheyenne)
Do you have any suggestions?

CHEYENNE
You both seemto have it covered.
"Il work behind the scenes.

TAHLI A
" m sure you have sone ideas.

CHEYENNE
(snarkily)
Oh, | have a coupl e.

Sasha rolls her eyes.
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SASHA
Look, if you have sonething to say...

Tahlia sits up, feeling the tension rise.

TAHLI A
VWait, let's just take a breath...

CHEYENNE
Not hing to say to you.

SASHA
Then why are you here? What happened
to your business partnership concept.

Tahlia | ooks around and notices people staring at them

TAHLI A
Y all, please. Just cal mdown--

CHEYENNE
" m here for ny nother's nenorial,
or did you forget? Considering you
weren't at the funeral

SASHA
No, | haven't forgotten, but the
wor | d doesn't revol ve around yours,
Chey!

Across the roomwe see J.R COLEMAN (just as handsone as
before) walk in. He spots the girls and wal ks over.

Raynond catches it all and watches fromthe sideline.

J.R
| s everything okay here?
(beat)
Tahl i a?

He | ooks at her concer ned.
Tahl i a | ooks awkward and unconfort abl e.
J.R notices Sasha and Cheyenne, he's visibly surprised.

J. R (CONT' D)
Oh, umm  Hey Chey.

Cheyenne bl ushes and is just as surprised, probably nore.

CHEYENNE
(to herself)
You' ve gotta be ki dding.
( MORE)
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CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
(vocal ly)
H hey. ..

TAHLI A
Umm guys, this is ny brother. J--

CHEYENNE
J.R

Cheyenne is standing, stunned in place.

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
Umm |' m gonna go shoot sone B-Roll,
or sonet hi ng.

TAHLI A
VWit, I'll come with you. | can
si gn out the equipnent.

Cheyenne grabs her bag, she | ooks to Raynond and they are
both in sync and on the nove.

EXT. NHU - DAY

RAYMOND
Was that as fun as it | ooked?

CHEYENNE
What do you think?
(beat)
Jesus!

Cheyenne is speed wal king and Ray is keepi ng pace.
RAYMOND

Chey, take a breath. You knew he
was going to be here.

CHEYENNE
Yeah, but know ng and seeing is two
different things...l wasn't expecting--

Tahlia conmes jogging from behi nd.

TAHLI A
Hey! Wit up.

Cheyenne and Raynond turn around and stop.

MALE STUDENT 1
Better hurry Tahli a,

35.
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MALE STUDENT 2
(sarcastically)
You're |late for a SGA convention?

The two students chuckle to thensel ves.

Tahlia sl ows down, enbarrassed. She reaches Cheyenne and
Raynond. She catches her breath

TAHLI A

(gasping air)
You. .. You know ny brother?

RAYMOND
(sni ckers)
OCh, she knows him

Cheyenne punches him

CHEYENNE
That's not inportant. Cone on, let's
just get the canera and the stands.
We can start shooting interviews
today. Isn't m dnight breakfast
tonight? W can catch that, too.

TAHLI A
Ch, okay. Sounds good.

CHEYENNE
Lead the way, madam president.

RAYMOND
"1l catch up with you later.

CHEYENNE
Cool, hey, can you also talk to den
about doing an interview? It could
hel p us out.

Raynmond waves her off with a thunbs up and | eaves.
CUT TO
| NT. SCHOOL BUI LDI NG - HALLWAY - MOMENTS LATER
Tahlia and Cheyenne wal k down the hallway. Cheyenne takes
in the event boards and takes a picture of one of the posters
on her phone.

TAHLI A
Did you have any cl asses here?

CHEYENNE
Yeah, one | think..



The small talk is awkward for the both of them

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
Uh, ny nomtaught in this building,
though. 1'd be here a |ot.

TAHLI A
You m ss her, huh?

Real i zi ng what she's said they stop wal ki ng.
TAHLI A ( CONT' D)
|"mso sorry. You don't have to
talk to ne about that.
Anot her nonent passes.

CHEYENNE
| do.

37.

Tahlia smles sweetly. She walks into an office center.

Student workers sit at conputers typing, one files mail into

i ndi vi dual sl ots.

STUDENT WORKER
Hey Tahlia, can | help you?

TAHLI A
Hey, | just need the formto rent
out film equi pnent.

STUDENT WORKER
Sur e,

They grab a formfrom a stack.
STUDENT WORKER ( CONT' D)
Don't forget to get Morris to sign
off onit.

TAHLI A
Got cha. Thanks.

EXT. SCHOOL BUI LDI NG DAY

CUT TO

Tahlia and Cheyenne wal k out carrying the bul ky equi prnent.

TAHLI A
So, I'lIl go back with Cheyenne and
start interviews.



CHEYENNE
Ckay. |'mjust gonna set up right
outside the courtyard where the DJ
is. W can neet up later.

Tahl i a shakes her head "okay".

EXT. NHU YARD - DAY

Cheyenne sets up the canera and the stand. Her
her ear.

CHEYENNE
(i nto phone)
Yeah |'mright out front.
(beat)
Yep. | see you.

She waves. Raynond notices and heads her way.
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CUT TO

phone is to

Cheyenne | ooks into the Iens of the canera and starts

capturing the students in their natural habitat.
happy, she snaps finds herself smling at them

Raynmond wal ks up.
CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
Do you think we were that happy when
we were here?
Raynond | ooks and tilts his head.
RAYMOND
Hm Maybe. If it wasn't mdterns
or finals.

They sm |l e at each ot her.

CHEYENNE
Where were you anyway?
RAYMOND
So, |'ve been keeping it under w aps

but . ..
Cheyenne | ooks intrigued.

RAYMOND ( CONT' D)
| finished these designs and | wanted
a professional to | ook at them
(beat)
|"mgoing for a pronotion.

They are



39.

CHEYENNE
Aw, Ray!
(beat)
VWait, Professor dennis a
pr of essi onal ?

Ray rolls his eyes.
RAYMOND
Cl ose enough. She worked for a design
house in New York. If anything,
it's a good recomendati on.

CHEYENNE
Chh, | see, | see. Good for you.

She hugs him Looking back into her |ens she captures sone
still shots.

Cick. dick. dick.

In the crowmd she cones across J.R She zoons in, watching
hi m

Raynond cat ches her

RAYMOND
You' re staring.

She snaps up.

CHEYENNE
Am not !
Raynond gives her a "knowit-all" | ook.
CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
VWhat ?
RAYMOND
You tell ne.
She si ghs.
CHEYENNE
[t's weird. It's like...all the

feelings | had when we were here
before are just back. Thought they
wer e gone.

RAYMOND
Chey, that nmeans they never |eft.
Renmenber what | said before you canme?
This is where you' re supposed to be
right now, deal with this.
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She | ooks back into her lens and notices J.R notice her.
She straightens up and bl ushes. He waves and sml|es at her.

CHEYENNE
| don't know, Ray, I...

Raynmond in reading in his phone, not paying attention to
her.

RAYMOND
Mrhmm . . mthmm

CHEYENNE
Ray!

RAYMOND

Huh? Oh, denn just email ed ne back.
" mreadi ng the feedback.

She | ooks back at J.R and sm | es.
CUT TO
| NT. STUDENT COMPUTER LAB - AFTERNOON

Students sit at conputers with headphones, typing, in their
own wor | ds.

Sasha and Tahlia are sitting involved at one screen, watching
an interview they shot earlier.

On the screen we see a STUDENT with braids and a school
sweat er, they are nonchal ant, uninterested.

SASHA (O S.)
So, can you state your nane, year,
and maj or for us?

KENDAL L
Um ..Il'mKendall, 1'ma sophonore.
|'"'ma Mass Conmm nmaj or.

SASHA
Awesone, why'd you choose Mass Commf

KENDAL L
| really want to have ny own talk
show one day.

SASHA
Interesting. So tell us why you
chose NHU?
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KENDALL
It honestly wasn't ny first pick,
but the programhere is cool. The

teachers are nice, but ny nunber one
school put nme on the waiting |ist
and | really wanted to start this
senest er.

In the lab Tahlia sits back, renoving her headphones, nervous.

TAHLI A
This was useless...is there anything
here we can use?

SASHA
Here, fast forward a little, there
has to be sonet hing.

The vi deo on screen scrubs forward.

KENDAL L
...l mean, sonetines | feel like I
ended up here for a reason. Like |
said | want ny own tal k show, and
even though I'mjust a sophonore |
feel like the classes | have are
preparing nme for ny goals.

The girls |l ook at each other not getting too excited and
they fast forward a little nore.

KENDALL ( CONT' D)
| do really |ike being around people
who |l ook like nme, too. | feel like
| wouldn't get the sane attention or
resources if | had gone to a bigger
school or even like a PW, you know?

Sasha pauses the video. The girls |ook at each other smling.
"This is it!"

The door to the |l ab opens and it's Cheyenne.

Sasha's smle shrinks, but Tahlia gets up to wave Cheyenne
over.

Cheyenne pulls up a chair.

CHEYENNE
So, how d interviews go?
TAHLI A
Not...terrible. | think we're getting

t here.
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CHEYENNE

Yeah? Cool.

(beat)
Here's the B-Roll fromthe day.
There's sone really nice shots of
the yard earlier with the DJ. Wth
sonme editing I'msure they' |l work
out great.

TAHLI A
Great. Sasha can you edit those
interview clips and send themto nme?
Cheyenne, sanme with the canmpus shots?

Sasha and Cheyenne both nod their heads and agree.
Tahlia types onto a conputer next to Sasha and pats the desk.

TAHLI A ( CONT' D)
Here Chey, | logged in for you, so
you can edit here.

Cheyenne takes a deep breath, but nobves seats.
CHEYENNE

(gritting her teeth)
Thanks.

When Cheyenne sits down, Sasha shifts in her seat. They
both still | ook unconfortable.

Cheyenne and Sasha both click and watch silently, working on
their own conputers.

Tahlia | eans back awkwardly noticing the silence.
TAHLI A

So...are either of you going to
m dni ght breakfast tonight?

SASHA
| am
Sasha and Cheyenne nunbl e agreeing. "Yeah"
"Mrhmt' . . . anwkwar d.
CHEYENNE

| wasn't...but | know Ray wants to
so |l think I mght go wwth him

Tahlia nods excitedly.

TAHLI A
Cool. It's gonna be really fun
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The girls all continue to work in silence. As they type and
click away tinme passes.

Students cone settle in at other desks. Ohers wal k gather
their things and wal k out. Sasha stands up to stretch.
Cheyenne wal ks out and cones back with water, then Tahlia
does the sane.

Tahlia sits at a nearby conputer, nodding off to sleep while
a video runs on the screen.

Sasha turns around and notices her snoozing.
SASHA
(to Cheyenne)
Psst...Psst!

Cheyenne | eani ng back in her chair watching the video on the
screen and rubbing her eyes. She notices Sasha.

CHEYENNE
Hm®? Wsat's Up?

She yawns
Sasha points towards Tahli a.

Cheyenne turns around and sees her sl eeping, she | aughs
quietly, then |looks at the tine.

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
Oh wow, | didn't realize howlate it
was.

Sasha | ooks now, surprised, too.

SASHA

Ch, yeah. Jeez, | didn't even notice.
CHEYENNE

Yeah, | gotta go neet Ray for dinner.
SASHA

Bef ore m dni ght breakfast?
CHEYENNE

Yeah. ..you know they run out of food

qui ck.

They gi ggl e toget her.

SASHA

True...guess we can call it then?
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CHEYENNE
Yeah...let ne send these |last clips
to her.

SASHA
Sane.

sit up and type quickly on the conputers and then
gathering their things.

CHEYENNE
Sasha, | wanted to apol ogi ze for
earlier...

SASHA
Don't even worry about it, | was

just as rude...

Cheyenne smles faintly, and changes the subject.

They both

CHEYENNE
So, how many interviews did you guys
do today?

SASHA

We got about three, only two that we
can really use anyt hing.

(beat)
| thought people would be nore excited
to speak about the school.

CHEYENNE
Sheesh. Maybe we'l|l have better
| uck tonorrow.

SASHA
(sarcastically)
So you're really gonna stick it out
with us, huh?

CHEYENNE
(chuckl es)
VWell if the students won't tell us

they' re having any fun, at |east we
can show them having fun with the B-
Roll | got.

| augh out loud. This finally wakes Tahli a.

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
Mornin', sl eeping beauty.

SASHA
Have a nice nap?
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TAHLI A
That's down bad, y'all really just
l et ne sleep?

Tahlia w pes her face of drool.

TAHLI A ( CONT' D)
(to herself)
G oss.

CHEYENNE
Wl p!

Cheyenne and Sasha toss their bags on their shoul ders and
head to the door.

SASHA
W sent the last clips to you so you
can send themto Roe.

CHEYENNE
Yeah, |et us know what he thinks.
(beat)
See you | ater.

They | eave Tahlia sitting alone at the conputer.
CUT TO
| NT. NATHAN HARE UNI VERSI TY - YARD - NI GHT

Loud mnusic plays, clusters of students are scattered and
sitting around the quad. Plates of breakfast foods are being
filled and passed around, buffet style.

Cheyenne and Raynond wal k up. Cheyenne has her canera around
her neck.

They see sone old friends and go to greet them

COLD FRIEND 1
Ray!
(beat)
Chey!

They all hug.

OLD FRIEND 2
Ray! Wiy didn't you tell us Chey
was com ng?
(beat)
Grl, we haven't seen you in years!
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OLD FRIEND 1
| don't think since graduation!
(beat)
Atlanta, right? Howis it?

CHEYENNE
Um Austin now But it's...it's
great. |'ve got a good job and al

SO- -

OLD FRIEND 1
So how many novi es have you done

yet ?
(1 aughi ng)
Five...Ten...? \What?
CHEYENNE
|"mactually in the hotel business,
but it's great. | actually just got

a raise not too long ago...so..

OLD FRIEND 2

Grl, do not |et her nmake you fee
bad!

(beat)
Listen, I was working as a financial
advi sor after graduation and now |I'm
doi ng makeup full time. |It's okay
i f your path changes, just keep
followwng it. You're right where
you need to be.

RAYMOND
Can | get an anen?!

The group | aughs and "Anen" toget her.

They cruise around the crowd, the nusic plays, they dance
toget her, grab sone plates of food and eat.

In between bites of food and dancing with the group Cheyenne
casual ly snaps a couple a shots.

Cick. dick. dick.
VWen peopl e notice her canera, they'|ll pose for her.

They take sips out of cups that are definitely filled with
al cohol .

Danci ng sone nore.

Through it all Cheyenne hears soneone yell "J.R !". She whips
her head to the call and she sees him J. R
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She grabs hol d of Raynond.

RAYMOND ( CONT' D)
VWhat's up?

CHEYENNE
J.R's herel

RAYMOND
Qooh! Let's go say wassup!

CHEYENNE
Raynmond, no! |'m not drunk enough
for this!

J.R cruises through the crowmd wwth his old teammtes/
friends. Sonmehow through everyone he spots Cheyenne. She
notices himat the sane tine.

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
" mgoing to the bat hroom

Bef ore she goes she finishes off her cup and takes a big
swi g of Raynond's.

RAYMOND

No ma' ami  Cone on,
CHEYENNE

"Il be back, refill please!

J.R starts wal king towards their group and Cheyenne is gone.
He daps Raynond up.

RAYMOND
Good to see you J.R
(under his breath)
Fi ne as ever

J.R
What ?

RAYMOND
Not hi ng!

J.R

| thought | saw Chey over here?
It's been a mnute, wanted to holl a
at her.

RAYMOND
(shruggi ng)
| think she ran to the little girls
room
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J.R nods his head in disappointnent. He scratches the back
of his head a little enbarrassed and wal ks of f.

I NT. NATHAN HARE UNI VERSI TY - LADI ES ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Cheyenne stunbles into the bathroomtrying to catch her
br eat h.

She snat ches sone paper towels and runs the water over them
She wings themout and places themon her face to cool off
fromthe crowd and the night air

CHEYENNE
(to herself)
Shit.

Monments | ater Sasha is com ng out of one of the stalls. The
sound startl es Cheyenne.

Sasha nmoves to the sink to wash and dry her hands. 1In the
mrror she | ooks to Cheyenne.

SASHA
Havi ng fun?

Cheyenne turns her head to her still holding the napkin over
her head.

CHEYENNE
Yeah, yeah ...you?

Sasha points to Cheyenne's head.

SASHA
Yeah!
(beat)
You. . . okay?

CHEYENNE
Huh?

She realizes she's still holding the napkin.
CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
Ch, uh yeah. Just getting sone air.
| forgot how hot it gets here.
They both force hunble smles.

SASHA
Yeah. ..

Cheyenne t hrows away the napki ns.
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CHEYENNE
Yeah....qguess I'l| see you tonorrow
SASHA

Chey, wait.
Cheyenne stops at the door.

SASHA ( CONT' D)
| wanna apol ogi ze.

CHEYENNE
"' mconfused...didn't we do this
earlier? 1It's fine.

SASHA

No, | nean...

(beat)

| nmean about not being at the funeral.
CHEYENNE

Sasha, don't...
SASHA

No I mean...| don't know if we'll

ever be back to how we were but

know. ..l know that was really nessed

up of me back then so | want to own
up to it now. You needed ne and...
wasn't there. I'mreally sorry.

Cheyenne takes this in, she takes a deep breath.

CHEYENNE
Um ..thank you? | nean. Thank
you. Really.

SASHA
| know we're just working on this
video thing but...it's been nice
seei ng you again.

Cheyenne bites the inside of her cheek, tears conme to her
eyes. Maybe it's fromthe al cohol, maybe she's getting soft.

CHEYENNE
Yeah...l'mrealizing a | ot being
back here too. It is nice.

They both smle at each other. A hug lingers in the air,
but . ..

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
So, I'll see you tonorrow.
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Sasha | ooks in the mrror and wal ks out herself shortly after.

| NT. NATHAN HARE UNI VERSI TY - YARD - MOMENTS LATER

Cheyenne heads back outside. She takes her canera off her

neck and scans the crowd with her |ens |ooking for

Raynond.

She holds it up to her and she's bunped into from behi nd and

al nost drops her canera, but she doesn't.
J.R turns around not realizing who it is.

J.R
My bad. ..

Cheyenne crouches around her canera.

CHEYENNE
Watch it!
J.R | ooks down and sees her for the first tine.
dr ops.
J.R
Chey.
(beat)
Shit, sorry. Let ne--
CHEYENNE
It's fine.
(beat)
You used to be way snoot her than
t hat .
J.R
Hah. Quess you still make ne
nervous. . .
Cheyenne bl ushes.
CHEYENNE

So...what are you back here for? No
bi g tournanent, or bow ,
or...whatever.

They bot h chuckl e.

J.R
Nah, 1'm done with the | eague dreans.
(beat)
| am coachi ng, though...and teaching.
Ri ght up the street at the high
school

H s nouth
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Cheyenne' s eyes w den.

CHEYENNE

Ch wow, good for you, really.
J.R

Yeah, | actually really love it.

You shoul d cone stop by sonetine,
teach these kids about filmas an
art or sonething.

She chuckl es.

CHEYENNE
Ah, we'll have to see. Not really
pl anni ng on sticking around after

this...
He's visibly di sappoint ed.
J.R
Vell, it's really good to see you
"1l have to tell ny sister how | ucky
she is to be hanging out with you.
Raynond calls for Cheyenne across the crowd,

RAYMOND
Chey!
(beat)
Let's go!

He waves to her to conme over then notices he's interrupted
who she's talking to. Qops.

Cheyenne waves back.

CHEYENNE
Guess | gotta...

J.R
Til next tinme then.

Cheyenne wal ks of f but turns around to see hi mwatching her
wal k away.

CUT TO
| NT. HOTEL SU TE - BEDS - MORN NG
Cheyenne and Raynond are sl eeping peacefully until,

BZZ. BZZ. BZZ.
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Cheyenne checks her phone. She silences it and rolls back
over.

BZzZz. BzZZ  BZZ.
Cheyenne puts her pillow over her head to drown out the noi se.
BZzZz. BzZZ  BZZ.

RAYMOND
Chey, answer them damm!

He throws one of his pillows at her.
Cheyenne angrily turns over and answers the phone.

CHEYENNE

Yes, Tahlia?!' 1It's 8amand |I'm
hungover. Wat do you--

(beat)
Sl ow down.

(beat, sighs)
Alright, alright. 1'll neet you.
Just give ne a m nute.

(beat)
Ckay. Bye.

She hangs up and kicks her feet like a child and fl ops back
in bed.

RAYMOND

(groggily)
VWhat' d she want ?

CHEYENNE
She wants to tal k about the project
i n person.

Cheyenne gets up and goes to the bathroom and conmes out
brushi ng her teeth.

RAYMOND
And she couldn't wait until she saw
you | ater...why?

CHEYENNE
(brushi ng her teeth)
Apparently she sent the clips we had
to Roe and he wasn't thrilled with
it so she's having a neltdown.

She's back in the bathroom comng out pulling her hair into
a nessy ponytail.
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RAYMOND
For what? Y all can't neke students
be interactive.

Cheyenne's getting dressed now. She throws on a hoodi e and
jeans. She sits on the bed to tie her tennis shoes.

CHEYENNE
Yeah well...guess we'll have new
ideas of torture to cone up with

(beat)
"1l see you later.

She snpboches the air towards Raynond who's still in bed.
She wal ks out towards the door.

RAYMOND
Mrhmm . . bri ng back breakfast!

The door cl oses.
CUT TO
| NT. COFFEE SHOP - MORNI NG

Cheyenne wal ks into coffee shop. There are plenty of w ndows
for the daylight to shine through. The atnosphere is calm
busy with norning people, but not hectic Soft nusic plays,
whi | e people work and chat quietly.

Cheyenne sees Tahlia and she waves her over.
Cheyenne takes a deep breath.

TAHLI A
What took you so | ong?

CHEYENNE
| had to get dressed, jeez. Wren't
we all at the same party last night?

W see Tahlia, wearing a jeans and a bl azer, and Sasha,
wearing yoga pants and a nice sweater. They |ook nore put
t oget her than Cheyenne does.

TAHLI A
"' m SGA President, ny appearance
never | acks.

SASHA
This is the quickest outfit I could
put toget her.

Cheyenne sits down.



TAHLI A
Enough.
(beat)
| sent Roe what we had yesterday.
He email ed ne back this norning
and...listen.

Tahlia pulls out her phone and begi ns reading.

TAHLI A ( CONT' D)
"Good norning Tahlia, thank you for
sending this over, this | ooks great-

CHEYENNE
VWat's the probl enf?

SASHA
Shh. Keep goi ng.

TAHLI A

"This | ooks great, but | was hoping
for much nore. You know just as
well as | do that Nathan Hare

Uni versity school spirit exceeds
beyond what you and your peers have
shown. Pl ease del ve deeper into
what this university has to offer
future students. W' re counting on
you, three. Best. President Roe."

Cheyenne and Sasha sink into their chairs defeated.

SASHA
So, what now?
CHEYENNE
| nmean, | have sone footage from

| ast night we can add in-
TAHLI A

What? No. Adding in a party isn't
gonna fix this.

Tahl i a sighs.
SASHA
We'll figure it out. |'mgonna grab
us sone coffees.

Sasha hops up and into the coffee |ine.

Tahlia pulls her |aptop out of her backpack and starts

aggressively typing.
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TAHLI A
Ckay...lets brainstorm W have to
get this right.

Sasha reaches the front of the |line and orders.

SASHA
Good norning, can | get three cold
brew coffees with |ight heavy cream

BARI STA
Yes ma' am anything el se?

SASHA
Sure, can | get three cranberry
muf fi ns al so.

BARI STA
Yes ma'am Your total is $19.68.
Nanme for the order?

SASHA
Thanks. lt's Sasha.

Sasha goes to sw pe her card.
BARI STA

Thank you, we'll call your order

ri ght over there.
The barista notions to the pick up area.
Sasha steps over. Wiile she waits she notices a white woman
with an interesting and famliar design on her T-shirt and
banboo earrings.

Sasha steps up to her

SASHA
H, | love your shirt!
VWH TE WOVAN

Oh, thanks, girl!

SASHA
| think |I've seen that design before,
isn't it a Black designer?

VWH TE WOVAN
Huh? On! No. | got this right up
the street at Uban Qutfitters! The
earrings too, aren't they great?

Sasha's smle fades into a cringe.



56.

SASHA
(facetiously)
Mrhnrm
BARI STA
Sashal!
SASHA
Ri ght here!

Sasha wal ks up to take her order.

VH TE WOVAN
Have a great day!

Sasha faintly smles back at her, when she turns her back
she rolls her eyes.

Sasha sits dowmn with the coffee and di sgust.

SASHA

That shit always bothers ne. Ugh.
TAHLI A

VWhat ? What happened?

Cheyenne goes for the coffee and nmuffin but still intrigued.

SASHA

That white woman. | know | saw t hat

design froma Black wonman. You know

what . . .

Sasha goes into her phone, scrolls for a few seconds,

On her

SASHA ( CONT' D)
Her e! Look at that!

phone is a design al nbst exactly the sane as the one

on the woman's shirt.

CHEYENNE
Oh wow, that's crazy.
(beat)
But you know that shit happens al
the time. Al these major brands
just copy the culture because they
have none.

SASHA
Yeah, | know but still. That designer
probably worked hard to make her own
name and now it's just overshadowed
by some mai nstream brand where the

( MORE)



SASHA ( CONT' D)
CEO doesn't even know what a Tel far
is.
Cheyenne takes a bite and | ooks confused.

SASHA ( CONT' D)
Really...?
(sighs)
It's a Black | uxury brand.

Cheyenne nods and goes back to her nuffin.

TAHLI A

Come on Sasha, it's not anything
new, Bl ack culture has been the
bl ueprint for damm near everyt hing.

(beat)
Now back to the project. W have to
figure out what were gonna do, we
can't just start from scratch

Cheyenne takes a sip of her coffee, thinking.
w den. ..

CHEYENNE
What did you just say?

TAHLI A
That we can't start from scratch...?

CHEYENNE
No. Before that?

TAHLI A
Bl ack cul ture being the blueprint?

CHEYENNE
Yes! Yes, that's our angle!

TAHLI A
What are you sayi ng?

Her eyes

Cheyenne puts her coffee down and | eans in, serious and

excited all at once.

CHEYENNE
(to Sasha)
Thi nk about it, what are honmecom ngs
i ke at an HBCU?

SASHA
Um ..reunions for old alumi to
relive the glory days?

57.
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TAHLI A

A cel ebration of school spirit?
CHEYENNE

Yes, but, nore than that.

(beat)
HBCU s are this hub, this safe space
of a variety of Black people.
Athletic, brains, creatives. Al of
t hat and when those people go into
the world, we create the culture.
W create what's "trendy" or
"popular”. W're the Blueprint.

Tahlia and Sasha catch on quick and they smle with excitenent
and passi on.

TAHLI A
Ch ny god...l love it!
SASHA
Cheyenne, that's brilliant. |Instead

of showi ng us excelling at just
academ cs, or sports |like every other
schools "inclusion efforts”..

CHEYENNE
Let's show us having fun, being
carefree in our own space.
(beat)
Equal parts Black girl magic and
Bl ack boy j oy!

Cheyenne smles pleased with hersel f.

TAHLI A
Ckay! Awesone! \What now?

Sasha and Tahlia | ook to Cheyenne who wasn't prepared for
the extra attention.

CHEYENNE
| don't know! You're the planner
Ms. SGA President.

TAHLI A
It was your idea!

SASHA
Wait. The tailgate's this afternoon,
we can get sonme nore interviews then

TAHLI A
No one wanted to talk to us before,
why woul d t hey now?
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SASHA
We just weren't asking the right
questions! Cone on. Let's think
sonme up real quick

CHEYENNE
Ri ght...we can show them off too.
Dancers, artists, alumi.

TAHLI A
Conbine that with the cl assroom
f oot age and. ..

CHEYENNE
You have the makings of a perfect
HBCU experi ence.

They all smle and get to work, sitting up at the table taking
out | apt ops and not ebooks.

MONTAGE:

- The girls sit and talk at the table, witing and reaching
over each other's notes

- Tal king and | aughing pointing at their screens

- Tahlia checks the tine. They get up fromthe table and
| eave the coffee shop.

EXT. QUTSI DE COFFEE SHOP - CONTI NUCUS

Tahlia pulls out her car keys and unl ocks her car, Sasha
goes to get in the passenger seat.

Cheyenne pulls out her phone and calls Raynmond before hopping
in.
No answer .

CHEYENNE

Hey Ray! W' re headi ng on canpus
now. We had a nonent about the

project and...it's gonna be great.
Can't wait to tell you about it!
(beat)

Tal k soon. Meet you at the tail gate!

She hangs up and slides into the back seat of the car. Tahlia
drives off.

CUT TO
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EXT. NATHAN HARE UNI VERSI TY YARD - DAY

The yard is full of college student life. 1It's a |arge,
paved, circular area in front the student union of the school
outlined by beautiful, green oak trees.

The uni versity synbol hangs proudly on banners and |i ght
posts. Sonme of the trees have Divine 9 G eek plot
paraphernalia where frats are grilling up barbecue and
sorority's are passing out sweets.

Purpl e and gray bal |l oons, streaners, and banners are on every
reasonabl e surface.

A DJ spins sone records on stage next to an entee who's
hosti ng and hyping them up. Students dance and gat her around.

Organi zation tables are set up all around the pavenent.
Students walk to and fromone to the other.

Cheyenne, Sasha, and Tahlia enter together, carrying their
equi pnent .

CHEYENNE
VWhere do we start?

Tahlia | ooks to the DJ table and sees the entee and his mc.

TAHLI A
| got it.

She wal ks up to the EMCEE, whispers sonething quick in his
ear. He pauses the DJ.

EMCEE

Hell o, hello, hello! Once again
wanna wel cone y'all to Nathan Hare
Uni versity's annual honecom ng
tail gate!

(beat)
We're out here showi ng support for
Pant her basketball as they take on
the Eagles at tonight's gane! W
know y' all are gonna bring hone the
W

(beat)
Al right before we keep the party
rolling, we have a word from your
SGA President, Ms. Tahlia Reese!

Tahlia steps up and takes the mc.

TAHLI A
Thank you!
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The crowd sil ences and stares at her.

TAHLI A ( CONT' D)
Um .. hey everyone! So great to see
everyone out here!

A faint "booooo" is heard fromthe crowd. Soneone el se says,
"bring the beat back!"

TAHLI A ( CONT' D)
Right, | just wanted to | et everyone
know, we are doi ng student interviews
ri ght over here!

She notions towards Cheyenne and Sasha who are standi ng, and
wat chi ng, nmout hs wi de open.

When they see everyone shift their gaze to them they smle
and wave awkwardly.

TAHLI A ( CONT' D)
W really want to showcase all the
culture, talent, and personality we
have here on canpus.

(beat)
We'd really appreciate a nonent of
your timne!
St ares.
TAHLI A ( CONT' D)
kay, well...Go panthers! Woo!

J.R stands in the crowd and starts cl apping | oudly.

J.R
VWhoo! Alright!

Tahlia | ooks out and smles faintly at himand hands the mc
back. The DJ starts up the nusic again and the crowd resunes.

Tahl i a wal ks back over to Cheyenne and Sasha.

SASHA
Well, that's...prom sing.

Cheyenne | ooks and notices J.R 1ooking their way.

CHEYENNE
| have an idea...

Cheyenne wal ks hi s way.



J.R
Twice in a week, nmaybe | amthe | ucky
one.

CHEYENNE
Hey J...l kinda need a favor..

J.R

You want nme to talk sone people up
and send them your way.

CHEYENNE
(smling hard)
Yes, please! W need this, it's not
gonna be |l anme, that's why we need
people...so it's not. Lane.

J.R
(sml es)
| got you. Don't worry, let nme work
t he crowd.
CHEYENNE

Awesone. Thanks.
Cheyenne starts to wal k off.

J.R
You know you owe ne right?

Cheyenne sm | es.

CHEYENNE
"' mgood for it.

J.R watches again as she wal ks off back to the others.

want s her.
SASHA
VWhat now?
CHEYENNE
Now we wait .
TAHLI A

Should we sort of...mngle in the
crowd? Tell them what we're doi ng?

Why ?

CHEYENNE
That's a great idea, but...why don't
| go. 1've worked in guest services
for some years now, | know how to

get what | want from people.
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Sasha and Tahlia | ook at each other and agree.

SASHA
Go for it.

Cheyenne begins cruising through the crowd with a snal
not ebook and pen tal king to several students.

CUT TO
EXT. NATHAN HARE UNI VERSI TY YARD - DAY

CHEYENNE
So you're in the band?

BAND STUDENT
Yeah, both ny parents were in band
here, so it's a dreamto play for
NHU.

CHEYENNE
See those | adies over there, they'd
| ove to hear all about your story!

BAND STUDENT
Nah, 1'm good.

Cheyenne stops him

CHEYENNE
Hey wait. ..
(beat)
What did you want when you were a
freshman?

BAND STUDENT
| don't know...to feel accepted |
guess. Before | nmade the band forreal
| was sort of a |oner.

CHEYENNE
See. If you go over there, you can
tell a whole bunch of people who are
gonna feel like you, that they'll

have a pl ace here.

The band students eyes sort of light up. He agrees and wal ks
over.

Cheyenne throws a thunbs up to Sasha and Tahli a.
DI SSOLVE TGO

Lat er:



Cheyenne crui ses through the crowd to a GANG OF G RLS who
are all dressed in unique conbinations of school shirts.

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
Www | love the style!

They all cheese and say "thank you's".

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
Are y'all sisters?

GRL 1
Wll, we are.

She points to GRL 2.

G RL 1 (CONT' D)
But not all of us. W all net |ast
year and got real close.

GRL 3
Yeah we all are in the sane ngj or
and study together and stuff.
(beat)
| probably be failing if it wasn't
for them

CHEYENNE
That's so cool
(beat)
Not you failing, but that you have
each ot her.

They all smle and | ean their heads on one anot her.

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
|"msure ny friends over there with
the canera would | ove to see y'al
outfits and hear nore about your
experi ence here.

GRL 1
' mnot sure...Tahlia can be kind
of...a lot.
CHEYENNE
Trust ne, | know.
(beat)

But she just wants the best for this
school and for the students. Like
y'all. You're practically success
stories.

They | augh.
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CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
Just give her a chance, okay?

Grl 1 rolls her eyes.

GRL 1
Deal .

They stand up off the steps where they were sitting and go
t owar ds Sasha and Tahli a.

Cheyenne watches pl eased. She scans the crowd for her next
victim

Looki ng out she notices J.R talking to sone of the athletes
doing the sane thing. He catches her sights and smles and
shakes hi s head.

Cheyenne nods back to him Back to the m ssion.

As tinme passes we see Cheyenne and J.R both circling through
t he crowd.

Sasha and Tahlia are filmng and talking with a nultitude of
students and they are all smling and enjoying their time on
canera. There's a line to talk to them

Cheyenne smles noticing the success. She |ooks at her phone,
still no call from Raynond. She goes to call again

CHEYENNE
Hey Ray, I'mat the tailgate. Just
| ooking for you. Let ne knowif you
still wanna nmake the gane. Call ne.

She hangs up.
J.R wal ks over to her.

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
Hey, thanks so nuch again. W really
appreciate it.

J.R
Ah, it's no problemreally.

CHEYENNE
| know your sister's gonna be so
happy. Look at her.

They | ook over to Tahlia, she's |aughing and for the first
time since they' ve net she | ooks |like a normal student, not
a politician in training.
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J.R
Yeah. | renenber | ooking |ike that
when we hung out.

Cheyenne bl ushes.

CHEYENNE
(1 aughs)
Conme on, J.

J.R
What? |'mserious. | mssed you,
Chey.

Cheyenne scratches her neck to fill the awkward voi d.

CHEYENNE
Yeah, you're saying that but | don't
know. . .

J.R
Know what ?

CHEYENNE
(sighs)
|f you mss me so nmuch then why'd
you just di sappear on ne?

J.R
Di sappear ?

CHEYENNE
Yeah. After graduation you were
supposed to cone see nme in Atlanta
and you just didn't. You never
called, texted...you tell ne.

J.R lets this sit in and his disappointnment shows, but it's
not i n Cheyenne.

J.R
Listen...l had a | ot going on then,
| was going to training canp, trying
to make the draft. ..

CHEYENNE
Listen, I"'mnot..."mad". At |east
not anynore. | did care about you,
and it is good to see you again
but...we're different now.

J. R
Chey. ..



67.

CHEYENNE
It's fine...

The Entee cones on the mc to gather the crowd.

EMCEE
Alright, Alright everyone! The tine
has conme, we're gonna start cl osing
everyt hing down so the team can go
warm up, and then the doors are gonna
open at 7pml Y all have been a great
crowd, it's been a great day! I'll
see you next tinme. Go Panthers!

Both the Entee and the DJ start breaking down their equi pnent
and students start to fan out and | eave the area.

Sasha and Tahlia are finishing up interviews, they | ook to
Cheyenne, smling, waving, and giving thunbs up!

CHEYENNE
"' m gonna go check on them See you
| at er.

She wal ks away from him taking a deep breath.

He stands al one rubbing his hand up his face, frustrated.
CUT TO

EXT. NATHAN HARE UNI VERSI TY YARD - DAY

Sasha is holding the canera on a student.

Tahlia is standing next to her asking the questions.

TAHLI A
You said you're a senior, do you
have anything you'd like to say to
any new students?

The | NTERVI EVEEE t akes a qui ck nonent to think.

| NTERVI EVNEE
Um not nuch really...Just make the
nmost of your time here. These four
years will change you so nuch and
teach you so nuch about yourself,
just be open to it. Know that you're
in a safe space to grow.

(beat)

W have the rest of our lives to be
"in the real world" so take this

( MORE)



| NTERVI EVNEE ( CONT' D)
four to be surrounded by the brilliant
and creative people around you.
(beat)
And umm yeah. .. Go pant hers!

They | augh into the canera.

Tahlia touches her heart. Sasha |owers the canera.

SASHA
And that's a wrap.
(beat)
Thank you so rmuch for com ng over
| NTERVI EVEEE
Cool , thanks.
They wal k of f.
CHEYENNE
If all the interviews sound |ike
that, I know we got sonethi ng good
goi ng.
TAHLI A
Yes! It's gonna be great! This

was. ..amazi ng. Thank you, Chey.

Tahlia pulls her in for a hug. Cheyenne is surprised but
sml|es and accepts it.

CHEYENNE
VWhat are you thanking ne for?
TAHLI A
| don't know...| nean, for your help,

for today. W couldn't have done it
W t hout you.

SASHA
Yeah Chey, between you and J.R we'll
have enough footage for one video
per new student they get next year.

They | augh together.

CHEYENNE

Cool, are y'all going to the gane?
SASHA

l"mnot, |I'"mstarving. Wanna go

grab sonet hi ng?

68.
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CHEYENNE
|"ve been trying to call Ray, we
wer e gonna go.

SASHA
Ch. Ckay, well just let ne know.
"' m gonna go bring this canera in.
TAHLI A
Yeah, |I'lIl go with you.

They | eave Cheyenne. She pulls out her phone again and calls
Raynond.

Ring. Ring.
Answer !
RAYMOND (O S.)
(bl unt)
Hel | 0?
CHEYENNE
(happy)
Hey! |'m so happy you answer ed!

Were have you been all day? There's
so nmuch to catch you up on! So, we
got this email from Roe this norning
and he basically hated the video
Tahlia sent so we've been at the
tailgate all day trying to get nore
material and we had a great turn
out! Ah, Ray, you shoul d've seen
it!

(beat)
J.R even helped, but that's a whole
other story that | don't even wanna-

RAYMOND (O S.)
Yeah, great for you, Cheyenne.

Cheyenne catches on to his tone.
CHEYENNE
Wait. Wait Ray, what's wong? Wy
do you sound |ike that?
| NTERCUT AS NEEDED:
| NT. HOTEL SUI TE - BEDS - AFTERNOON
RAYMOND

| didn't get that pronotion
( MORE)



RAYMOND ( CONT' D)
(sighs)
Shit, I"'mstill gonna be stuck as a
steaner, or casting nodels or whatever
boring thing they need done.

(beat)
Danmi t !
CHEYENNE
Ray, I'msorry. You know you'll get
anot her chance, right? You're crazy
t al ent ed.
RAYMOND

Sure, it's another notch under the
belt, nore product for ny portfolio.
Tell that to ny |oans, oh and ny
bills. Tell that to ny rent.

(beat)
Damm. Now I'm starting from scratch.
Agai n.

CHEYENNE
Raynond, you'll be fine. You'll get
t hrough this.
(beat)
Hey, were you able to ask Gen if
she could do an interview for us? A
professor could really help out...

RAYMOND
VWat? Really? You're asking ne
that right now?
(beat)
Chey, you nothing but opportunity
flowwng to you. You're so ungrateful!

Cheyenne steps back.

CHEYENNE
Excuse ne?

Raynond paces around the hotel room

RAYMOND
Cheyenne, | ook at the opportunity
you got this weekend. You've got a
successful steady job. Yet all you' ve
done is doubt your place here.

CHEYENNE
Ckay, | get you're upset but you're
out of line right now Chill.
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RAYMOND

Oh? 1'mout of line? Chey, al
|'ve ever done is be your cheerl eader.
Your support system You even asked
me to help you with this! The one
time | need sone support or confort
or whatever you can't.

(beat)
O just don't!

CHEYENNE
Are you saying | haven't been yours?

RAYMOND
As of late, no. You' ve been so
wrapped up in the drama of being
back here. You've barely shown any
interest in ny work!

CHEYENNE
| f you needed help why didn't you
ask?

RAYMOND

You didn't have to ask when your nom
was in the hospital. Wen they fired
you in Atlanta and you needed
somewhere to stay before you got the
hotel gig and cane hone. You're ny
best friend, | shouldn't have to

ask.

Cheyenne is quiet, standing on the now enpty yard. Sun
setting.

CHEYENNE
Ray, |--

RAYMOND
| have to call ny nom Figure this
out. Talk later.
He hangs up abruptly.

Cheyenne stands baffled. She |ooks out at the lifel ess area.
Frustrated. Confused. Sad. |s Raynond right?

She starts walking into the student center.
| NT. STUDENT LOUNGE - EVEN NG

She stonps pass Tahlia, Sasha, and J.R all sitting at a
tabl e eating sone fries.



TAHLI A
Hey! Chey, where are you going?

Cheyenne ignores them and keeps goi ng.

SASHA
Cheyenne! Over here.

Sasha stands up and goes towards her. Cheyenne st ops.

CHEYENNE
| gotta go.
SASHA
Thought you were gonna go to the
ganme?
CHEYENNE
Just
(beat)

Leave nme al one, alright?

SASHA
Chey, what's w ong?

Cheyenne fights back tears, but she's tired of hol ding
everything in.

CHEYENNE
What's wrong?
(beat)
Al of this.

She waves her hand up.
SASHA
Hey, just cone sit. W can talk
about it. \Wat happened?
Cheyenne backs away from her.
CHEYENNE
It doesn't matter what happened.
You don't care.

Tahlia wal ks up.

TAHLI A
Cheyenne, of course we care. Wat's
goi ng on?

CHEYENNE

You only care that | hel ped get your
vi deo done.
( MORE)
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CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
But what did | get out of this?
Not hing. Wien | |eave here |'|
still have nothing. Got it?
J. R wal ks up.

J.R
Hey, that's ny sister, cal mdown.

Cheyenne snorts.

CHEYENNE
And how fitting is that pairing.

Cheyenne rolls her eyes.

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
|'"'mdone with all of you.

She continues to stonp out the buil ding.
They all stand there confused. J.R rushes after her.

TAHLI A
What is going on?

Sasha | ooks concer ned.

SASHA
Can you drop ne off sonewhere?

73.

CUT TO

EXT. PARKING LOT - N GHT

Cheyenne is waiting for an uber. J.R walks up with his
hands up.

J.R
| conme in peace.
(beat)
Are you okay?

Cheyenne is too tired to argue again, tears stain her face.

She just shakes her head no.

J.R (CONT' D)
You wanna go somewhere?

Cheyenne shakes her head yes.

J.R (CONT' D)
Cone on.
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He puts his arm around her and she follows himto his car.
CUT TO
EXT. HOTEL OVERHANG - EVEN NG

Sasha hops out of Tahlia's car and goes straight to the hotel
desk.

| NT. HOTEL LOBBY - CONTI NUOUS

Sasha rushes up to the front desk, where the attendant | ooks
concerned but al so oblivious.

SASHA
H, I"'mhere to see soneone. Can
you tell ne their room nunber?

FRONT DESK GUY
Umm Ma' am | don't think we're
supposed to do that...

SASHA
Ckay, well can you call himand tel
himto conme down?

FRONT DESK GUY

Um ..l don't know how to do that.
SASHA

Can | talk to soneone in charge

pl ease?

As she begins to argue with himshe hears a "ding" off the
el evator. Raynond steps out into the | obby.

She rushes his way.

SASHA ( CONT' D)
Raynond!

RAYMOND
Sasha. \What are you doi ng here?

SASHA
We need to talk, it's about Chey.

Raynmond rolls his eyes.

SASHA ( CONT' D)
Ray, please. Let ne buy you a drink.

Thi s changes his m nd.

CUT TO
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EXT. H GH SCHOOL PARKI NG LOT - N GHT
J.R pulls his car into a spot. "Reserved for coaches”

He gets out and opens Cheyenne's door. They walk into the
gym

I NT. HI GH SCHOOL - GYM - CONTI NUQUS

The teamis running drills, practicing, while another coach
bl ows the whistle. He stops and nods to J.R

Cheyenne and J.R go to the top of the bleachers and sit.
Cheyenne says nothing. J.R sighs.

J.R
See this guy on the end, he's got
good hands but he's cocky.
(beat)
Coach trying to drill it out of him
but he knows it, too.

Cheyenne watches the court.
J. R (CONT' D)
Ch, and nunber 52, his dad is in the
NBA, donated hella noney to the school
t 0o.
J.R | ooks at Cheyenne.

J.R (CONT' D)

Come on. | know you not trying to
hear ne tal k about the team
(beat)

VWhat's goi ng on?
Cheyenne sits quietly.
J. R (CONT' D)
Look, if you didn't want to talk to
I‘TE__

CHEYENNE
| m ss her.

J.R sits up. Listening.
CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)

When things just go wong, | always
t hi nk about what'd it be like if she
was here. If they'd be easier to

deal with.



J.R
Chey, that's nornal.

CHEYENNE

| nmean, | handle it but...l just
really need her sonetines.

Tears cone to the brimof her eyes again.

J.R
Hey. ..
CHEYENNE
I"'mfine, |I'mjust saying.
(beat)
Com ng back to canpus after being
gone for years, | thought |I'd feel

cl oser to her, you know? But running
into you and Sasha. .

(beat)
| know | hadn't dealt wth it all
but it's just...overwhel m ng.

(beat)
Y all were two people | needed and
you both just disappeared. Know ng
what | was goi ng through.

J.R looks at her seriously, intently |istening.

J.R
You know we weren't plotting against
you.

CHEYENNE

It felt like it.

It's awkwardly quiet for a nonent.

J.R
For me, | didn't intentionally seek
out to hurt you or abandon you, but
after | didn't get drafted, | was

tired of explaining why | failed.
Wiy | didn't nmake it, what | was

going to do next. | didn't know.
CHEYENNE
Did you know that | wanted to be
w th you?
J.R
| did.
CHEYENNE

And still...
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J.R
" m sorry.
(beat)
| wanted to conme back successful
soneone to be proud of | guess.

Cheyenne grabs his hand.

CHEYENNE
No one wasn't proud of you.
(beat)
| was proud of you. To be with you.

They | ook at each other, alnost for the first tinme since
t hey' ve been back. The awkwardness sets in and they | ook
away back to the court.

J.R
" msorry, Cheyenne. Truly.
(beat)
That m ght not be enough but--

She grabs his hand and | ooks at him

CHEYENNE
No, it is. Thank you.

They sit for a nmonent taking a deep breath. Cheyenne w pes
away a tear.

She gets up still holding his hand.

J.R
Were we goi ng?

CHEYENNE
Can you bring nme to ny hotel ?

J.R
Lead the way.

They wal k down the bl eachers and out the gym

CUT TO
| NT. RESTAURANT - NI GHT
Waiters and waitresses buzz |ike worker bees through this
restaurant. It's classy yet casual, the lighting is set
just right, noise level at a hunble buzz.

A hostess seats Raynond and Sasha.
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HOSTESS
| hope you guys enjoy, soneone Wl |
be with you shortly.

Sasha politely thanks her and they pull in their chairs.

SASHA
Alrighty Ray. Wat's going on?
You' re not your usual bubbly,
fl anmboyant self. You're...nopey.

They both chuckle at the word.

SASHA ( CONT' D)
And | know sonet hi ng happened with
Cheyenne. You're the only one who
coul d've set her off |ike that.
VWhat's up?

Raynond' s eyes widen in agreenent and he takes a deep exhal e.

RAYMOND
| don't know. | kinda blew up on
her, but | think she deserved it. |
took ny frustration out on her...|
didn't get this pronotion | was
betti ng on and..

SASHA
D d she say sonet hi ng?

Raynond gets a |ittle defensive.

RAYMOND
God, no! She's al ways been supportive
about ny career. And ne. She's
just been so involved with herself
these last few days. It's like...I'm
al ways there for her, giving her
advi ce or whatever and this one tine
where there was sonet hi ng that
really wanted and |I didn't get

it...mybe | was jealous? | don't
know. . .
SASHA
Do you think you were wong?
RAYMOND
No. . .
SASHA

| don't think she's going to be nad
at you.



RAYMOND

Real | y?
SASHA

Fromliving wth her freshman year

| know it takes a
you off. She's a

lot for her to cut
creature of defense,

but with you...she's different. You

w il always get a
her .

Raynond breathes in, accepti

second chance with

ng this.

RAYMOND
| just wi sh she fought nore for you.
And J.R too. She needs y'all.

(beat)

| need y'all. People need friends.

Good friends.
Sasha grabs Raynond's hand.
SASHA

| know. |[|'ve tried reaching out to
her since we've been here but it
m ght just be over.

RAYMOND

| "' m not defendi ng

her behavior to

you, but...why weren't you there
Sasha? She needed us.

Sasha pulls her hand back and squirnms into her seat.

SASHA
| know.

She takes a deep breath.

SASHA ( CONT' D)
| know. | just couldn't...l was
going through a lot. | went to

t herapy and everything so |I've sort
of cone to terns with it now, but...

Raynmond sits up in alert.

He reaches out his hand again.

RAYMOND
You can tell me.
SASHA
No, | know |l can. And | should have

when it happened
| needed to be al

| just felt so al one.
one.
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RAYMOND
Ckay, well you're not now. \Wat is
it?
She exhal es.
SASHA

| had an abortion.
Raynmond | eans back in quiet shock.

SASHA ( CONT' D)
| found out | was pregnant right

80.

around the tinme of Mama Lynn's funeral

and. ..l couldn't handl e that.

RAYMOND
Ch ny God. Sasha, |I..

SASHA
Pl ease don't patroni ze ne.

RAYMOND
O course not.

Sasha becones slightly frantic.

SASHA
| did what | had to do at the tine.
| was Ms. NHU, and | couldn't start
a grad program pregnant.
(beat)
| wasn't ready.

Sasha bows her head into her | ap.

Raynond stands and goes to kneel at her side.
hands in her | ap.

RAYMOND
Sweeti e, not one of us would judge
you.
(beat)
We know you are smart, and capabl e,
and strong.

(beat)
O course we woul d have been there
for you. 1'mso sorry you felt so
al one.

Sasha |l ets out a small sob.

He grabs her



SASHA
It was sonething | was so ashaned of
for a while, and | needed real help.

(beat)
| couldn't ask you, either of you,
especially Chey, | nean she had | ost
her not her - -

Sone nore tears start to fall.

RAYMOND
Shh...you' re okay. W' re okay.

He soot hes her back.
She tilts her head on to his.

RAYMOND ( CONT' D)
kay,

He ki sses her forehead and gets back in his seat,
away his own tear.

Sasha sniffles and sm |l es.

SASHA
Whew. . . so.
(beat)
VWhat are we dri nking?

She picks up a nenu.

RAYMOND
Sasha...you have to tell her

SASHA
| know.

She | owers the nenu.

SASHA ( CONT' D)
It's not sonething you just...say.

RAYMOND
It could be...
(beat)
It's time. You should have gave us
nmore credit.

SASHA
Take your own advi ce hmt?

W pi ng
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RAYMOND
Chil e, please, we've been through
worse than this. | know we'll be
fine. Just a lenon squeeze is all.

(beat)
Now, what's on this nmenu since you
treating ne!

He grabs the nenu fromher and they smle.

I NT. CAR - NI GHT
J.R pulls up to the hotel.

CHEYENNE
Thanks. For tonight.

J.R
No probl em

Cheyenne goes to get out of the car but J.R stops her.

J. R (CONT' D)
Hey Chey, | know you've probably

hat ed being back, but...l'mreally
really happy that you are. Even for
a weekend.

(beat)

She' d be proud, too.
She sits back in her seat.
CHEYENNE
You know she's the one who told me
to stay?
He | ooks at her confused.
CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
She canme to visit me. | thought |
was dyi ng.
They both | augh.

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
But she told ne to stay. So | did.

She shrugs and sm | es.

J.R calmy wal ks closer and stands directly in front of

her, leaving little space.

She lets him

82.

CUT TO
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J.R
| love you, Cheyenne Lai ne.

He lightly pinches her chin and brings her lips to his.
They kiss. Fireworks and fanfares play. Release.

They both pull away smiling. She finally gets out the car.
He rolls the wi ndow down.

EXT. HOTEL OVERHANG - N GHT

J.R
You still owe ne for the tail gate!

She cones to the wi ndow sm ling.

CHEYENNE
What do you want then?
J.R
Be ny date for coronation tonorrow
ni ght .
CHEYENNE
Deal .

He smles as she backs away fromthe car. He pulls off as
she wal ks inside.

| NT. HOTEL LOBBY - N GHT
Raynmond sits on one of the couches in the | obby.
Cheyenne notices and stops by him

CHEYENNE
Forgot the key card?

RAYMOND
| was waiting for the desk attendant.

CHEYENNE
You wanna cone up with ne.

RAYMOND
Yeah, he taking too |ong.

Cheyenne reaches out her hand to hel p hi mup.

He rolls his eyes and takes it. They go hop in the el evator.
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| NT. ELEVATOR - CONTI NUCUS

CHEYENNE
|"msorry for neglecting you. And
bei ng sel fish

RAYMOND
|"msorry | yelled at you for
negl ecting ne. And being jeal ous, |
just really needed the pronotion.
|'ve gotten behind on sone paynents,
and rent went up, so it would' ve
just given nme sone breathing room

CHEYENNE
Ray, why didn't you tell ne. You
know I'd help as nmuch as | coul d.

RAYMOND
| know | just wanted to do it for
myself. To know that | coul d.

CHEYENNE
Ray, of course you can.

Cheyenne smles a little. She |eans her head on Raynond.

RAYMOND
| | ove you.
CHEYENNE
| | ove you, too.
(beat)
That's why when | get this check for
the project, I"'mgiving it to you.

You can use it for your rent or to
finance your dream designs, or
what ever you want. |[Its yours.

Raynmond stands in shock. The el evator door opens. Cheyenne
hol ds his hand and they wal k down the hall way.

| NT. HOTEL HALLWAY - CONTI NUCUS

Cheyenne wal ks to the roomand pulls out her key card.

RAYMOND
You're conpletely serious? Are you
crazy? | can't--

CHEYENNE

Then take it as a |loan and pay ne
back sone date...whatever date you
want. But it's yours.
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She opens the door and they walk into the room
| NT. HOTEL SU TE - BEDS - MOMENTS LATER
Raynmond hugs her.
RAYMOND
Thank you.
(beat)

Seriously.

He kisses her forehead. She giggles.

They both go into their bags to get their PJ's and then craw
into their beds.

RAYMOND ( CONT' D)
| tal ked to Sasha.

CHEYENNE
Hnrm
(beat)
Cool .
RAYMOND
You should talk to her too. She
needs you.

Cheyenne clicks off the light.

CHEYENNE
| talked to J.

RAYMOND
Hmm J. Cool .

Cheyenne sits up fromthe bed and turns on the |anp again.
CHEYENNE
Bitch, that's all you have to say?
| thought you woul d've been way nore
i nt er est ed.
Raynond hops over into her bed excitedly.

RAYMOND
You know | aml Spill tea!

They | augh.

CHEYENNE
So he took nme to his gym and..

FADE TO
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| NT. HOTEL SUI TE - BEDS - MORN NG
It's early norning, the sun barely risen
Cheyenne quietly goes into the bathroom
MONTAGE:
- Cheyenne is brushing her teeth.
- Cheyenne grabs and puts on a bl ack dress.
- Cheyenne brushes and styles her hair.
- Cheyenne does her makeup.
- Cheyenne slips on a pair of black heels.

- Cheyenne grabs her purse off the bed and slips out the
door.

Raynond rolls over still sleep at the sound of the door.
| NT. HOTEL HALLWAY - CONTI NUQUS

Cheyenne wal ks down the hallway and into the el evator.

| NT. HOTEL LOBBY - CONTI NUOUS

Cheyenne wal ks of f the elevator and down the aisle of the
| obby. It's enpty except for a few guests getting coffee.

She wal ks out the glass door and hops into an uber.
EXT. CAMPUS CHAPEL - MORNI NG

Cheyenne steps out of the uber onto the pavenent | eading up
to the canmpus chapel

She wal ks up the wal kway and i nsi de.

| NT. CAMPUS CHAPEL - MORNI NG

The chapel is full, but not crowded. Gentle organ chords
play as people are mingling in the pews. A choir sits in
t he pews on stage.

Cheyenne takes a seat in the back. A student hands her a
pr ogram

CHEYENNE
Oh, thank you.



87.

She | ooks on the front page. "Gone but never forgotten, a
menori al of dear lives |lost fromour beautiful faculty,
adm ni stration, and students"

Cheyenne opens the program and she sees a |ist of nanes under
several categories. Her eyes wander to faculty, then down
the line to Lynn Laine.

On the opposite side of the folder there are pictures of al
the names listed. She spots her nothers. Tears brimto her
eyes.

Presi dent Roe wal ks in and notices Cheyenne. He sits next
to her.

PRESI DENT RCE
G ad to see you nmde it.

Cheyenne hears himand | ooks up, wi ping a tear away.

CHEYENNE
Ch, yeah.
(sniffles)
Sonething told nme | should cone.

He touches her shoul der, stands and wal ks to the front row
of the pews.

The REVEREND wal ks to the center of the altar.

REVEREND
Wl cone everyone to th
this celebration of |
(beat)
We are happy to have you all. |If
you don't mnd we'll get started and
have a reading from..

is menorial,
fe |l ost.

The sound fades out and Cheyenne goes into auto-pilot. She's
t here but not present.

A WOVAN sits down taking President Roe's place.
Agai n, Cheyenne barely notices.
LYNN (O S.)
| wish they had picked a different
pi cture than that one.
(beat)
| always hated that faculty picture.

Cheyenne's calmthis tinme when she sees her nother.
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CHEYENNE
(whi sper)
| like it...you | ook sincere.
LYNN
Hm  That neans | | ook soft, can't
put the fear of failing into freshnen

i ke that.
Cheyenne gi ggl es.

Anot her guest turns around to | ook at her confused.

CHEYENNE

Sorry.

_ LYNN
h (gi ggl es)
'(beat)

So. Are you happy you stayed?
CHEYENNE

| think so. | know now that | needed

to be here. It wasn't easy, though.
LYNN

Ch, | know, sweetie. | know you're

strong though. 1 knew you' d be okay.
CHEYENNE

Real | y?
LYNN

O course. You're ny girl. Strong

is in your blood.

Cheyenne goes to touch her nomis hand when she's snapped
back to reality.

PRESI DENT RCE
| f we could have Cheyenne Laine, the
daughter of a previous teacher we
had here at Nat han Hare.
(beat)
Cheyenne, woul d you pl ease..

Cheyenne is shocked. She | ooks around and her nomis gone.
She stands awkwardly and nakes her way to the front of the
chapel .

Her shoes click-clack on the tile floor as people watch her
take the podi um
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CHEYENNE
Um ..I-1 really wasn't prepared for
this, but...ny nom..ny nomtold ne
that I was strong...so I'll do ny
best .
(beat)

My nmom want ed you to think she was a
harsh teacher but she was actually
one of the sweetest anyone had ever
net .

(beat)
She pushed her students to be the
best they could be here, because she
knew that "in the real world",
| azi ness or sub-par work woul dn't
fly. At least not for...us. Black
peopl e | nean.

Cheyenne cl ears her throat.

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)
| guess all that | can say about her
| egacy is that...she | oved her
students, her work. It went far
past the classroom and...to have her
as a nother was...was the greatest

gift 1'l'l ever have. | love her
dearly and | know t hat anyone who
remenbers her does as well. Thank
you.

Just as quick as a tear falls Cheyenne w pes it away and
wal ks to the back of the chapel and then out the doors,
out si de.

EXT. CAMPUS CHAPEL - DAY

Cheyenne is catching her breath, pacing. She takes out her
phone and calls a nunber.

Sonmeone answers.

THOVAS (O.S.)
Hel | 0?

CHEYENNE
Dad?

Sone tears fall fromher eyes. She covers her nouth.

THOVAS
Cheyenne?
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CHEYENNE
Yeah.
(sniffles)
Um H . How are you?

| NTERCUT AS NEEDED
I NT. THOVAS HOVE - DAY

Thomas, grayer and nore winkles stands in his kitchen with
the fridge door open in awe.

THOVAS
Doi ng better now. Are you okay?

CHEYENNE
| " m okay, |'m okay.
(sniffles)
Um | was wondering. |'min town,
so if you want to get dinner soon
| can be avail abl e.

THOVAS
Ch, that'd be great sweetie. 1'd
| ove that.

CHEYENNE
Yeah?
(beat)
Ckay.
(sniffles)
Ckay.

She smles and sone nore tears fall down her face.

CUT TO

I NT. HOTEL SU TE - DAY

Cheyenne wal ks into the roomand Raynond is |ying on the
bed.

RAYMOND
Wher e have you been?

CHEYENNE
| went to the nenori al

Raynond' s face is stunned.
RAYMOND

Are you okay? Wy didn't you ask ne
to go with you?



CHEYENNE
| wanted to go alone. |'mfine.
Really. [|'m good.
(beat)
| called ny dad.

RAYMOND

Just full of surprises this norning.

How was t hat ?

CHEYENNE

It was...nice. W caught up a little
but we're going to get food before |

| eave. He said he m ght cook, but
don't know about that.

They both giggle.
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Cheyenne sits on the bed next to Raynond. He soothes her

back. She | eans her head onto his shoul der.

CHEYENNE ( CONT' D)

You were right, Ray...this is exactly

where | was supposed to be.

RAYMOND
Aww sweeti e. ..
(beat)
| told you so.

He | aughs. She pushes himinto the bed. She stands up on

the bed and begins to junp.

CHEYENNE

Come pn!

(j unp)
Get up!

(j unp)
W' ve got a

(j unp)
Cbronatlon

(j unp)

To get ready for!
Raynond flails on the bed.

RAYMOND
Okay, okay! |I'magetting sea sick

CUT TO
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MONTAGE
| NT. HOTEL SUI TE - EVEN NG
- Raynond is putting on his tuxedo jacket

- Cheyenne is in her formal dress and puts on lipstick in
the mrror.

DI SSCLVE TQO
EXT. SASHA' S HOTEL - EVEN NG

- Sasha steps out in her dress and high heels and into an
uber .

Dl SSOLVE TGO
INT. J.R 'S HOUSE - EVEN NG
- J.R straightens his tie in the mrror and checks his teeth.
- He breathes into his palm

- He goes into a drawer and grabs a piece of gum

J.R
Tahl !
(chew ng)
Hurry up, | gotta go pick up Chey
soon.

I NT. TAHLI A S ROOM - EVEN NG

Tahlia is fully dressed and ready. Tahlia types away at her
| apt op screen.

TAHLI A
Fi ni shing up now, J!

She hits one |ast key.

TAHLI A ( CONT' D)
...and sent.

She dramatically crosses her fingers.

J.R (OS)
Tahl i al

TAHLI A
Com ng!
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She hops up from her desk and rushes to the front.
CUT TO
EXT. HOTEL OVERHANG - EVEN NG

Cheyenne and Raynond wal k out of the glass doors dressed in
their formal attire |ooking stunning. They alnost walk in
slow notion to J.R's car.

J.R and Tahlia get out of the front seats to wel cone them
| ooki ng just as amazi ng.

J.R
Hel | o, gorgeous.

Cheyenne bl ushes.

RAYMOND
Ch, hey to you too handsone!

Cheyenne laughs and J.R rolls his eyes.
Tahlia giggles.

TAHLI A
It's okay, Ray, you're in the back
wth ne.

Tahlia and Raynond get in the back, Cheyenne in the passenger.
And they're off!

INT. J.R 'S CAR - EVEN NG

Snooth R&B nusic plays as they drive to coronation. Cheyenne
turns around to face Tahli a.

CHEYENNE
Hey, you | ook great.

Tahlia sm | es.

TAHLI A
Thanks, so do you.

CHEYENNE
|"msorry | snapped at you the other
day, you didn't deserve that.

TAHLI A
(smling)
Apol ogy accepted. | didn't nmean to

make you think that | was using you
for the video, | just--
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CHEYENNE
Don't worry about it. | needed to
do it just as bad as you did.
They both smle and | ean back into their seats.

J.R gives a side eye and smrk to Cheyenne. She smles
back at him

CUT TO
EXT. STUDENT BUI LDI NG - EVEN NG

G oups of people, all dressed in formal attire wal k up the
steps and into the building for the coronation.

Qur group wal ks up and is net by Sasha.

SASHA
Hi, ohh, everyone | ooks so nice!

Sasha notices J.R is holding Cheyenne's hand. Raynond sees
and | ocks his arm around hers.

RAYMOND
"1l tell ya all about it.
_ SASHA
(gi ggl es)
" m sure.
RAYMOND

Let's go have sonme fun
They all wal k inside.
| NT. STUDENT BUI LDI NG - EVEN NG

The space is decorated elegantly. A stage with a runway and
podium set to the side for the host.

There's purple and gray cloth hanging el egantly fromthe
pillars and covering the walls. Tables and scattered
precisely with varying gray and purple tabl ecl oths and
centerpieces wth flowers and pearls.

Students and faculty are all dressed for the occasion and
scattered throughout the space. Sone mngle with each other,
sone are sitting and enjoying food and drinks, and others
are in lined in the photo stations.

Appropriate nusic plays over the speakers setting the tone
just right.
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J.R
" mgonna go find us a table.

CHEYENNE
Ckay, cool.

RAYMOND
Oh, | see Professor A enn, |I'mgonna
go say hi
They both wal k away.

The girls stand, left awkwardly.

SASHA
So, Tahlia, how d the video cone
out ?

TAHLI A
Ch! It looks really great! Those

last interviews really just added
t he sweet est touch.

SASHA
Anwesone, can't wait to see it.

An awkward sil ence passes. President Roe wal ks up to the
girls.

PRESI DENT RCE
Ladies, great to see you all. You
| ook beautiful.

ALL
Thank you sir.

PRESI DENT ROE
Tahlia, | just saw the new vi deo you
sent. ..

Tahlia freezes with anticipation. She grabs Cheyenne's arm
alittle too hard.

TAHLI A
h? Didyou enjoy it?

Presi dent Roe holds his poker face, enjoying her agony.

PRESI DENT ROE
...
(beat)
Loved it!

They all sigh with relief.



Cheyenne

PRESI DENT RCE ( CONT' D)
It was truly poetic! You girls made

a trenendous teanml |I'd love to work
with you in the future.

(beat)
Actual |l y, Cheyenne, | was wonderi ng

if I could speak with you a nonent?
ooks surpri sed.

CHEYENNE
O course, sir.
(to the girls)
Excuse nme.

Cheyenne wal ks side by side with President Roe.

at a high

Cheyenne

t abl e.

PRESI DENT RCE

VWll, Ms. Laine, it's obvious the
wor k you' ve done this weekend is
nmor e than stunning.

(beat)
| spoke to sone of the students whom
you all interviewed and they raved
about your enthusiasm

CHEYENNE
Ch, | was just doing what needed to
be done sir. Nothing special.

PRESI DENT ROE

No, but you are, and |I'Il have that
check first thing Monday norning,
but. ..

(beat)
How woul d you |li ke to becone a nenber
of our staff? Permanently? W can
set you up with the freshman
orientation teachers. You' d be a
great first person to nmeet on canpus.

s i n shock.

CHEYENNE
Ww, sir...|l'm shocked.
(beat)
Yes, yes, I'd love to accept! Thank

you.

PRESI DENT ROE
| know your nother would be so proud
of you.

They stop

96.
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CHEYENNE
| know she is.

PRESI DENT RCE
VWell, please. Enjoy the rest of
your night and we will be in touch.

CHEYENNE
You too, thank you agai n!

He wal ks off. Cheyenne smles the biggest she has al
weekend.

J.R wal ks up to her.

J.R
Hey found a table..
(beat)
Everyt hi ng okay?
CHEYENNE
Looks like I'll be around for a while.

(beat)
Roe offered ne a job.

J.R
Hm Real | y?

CHEYENNE
Yep. . .
(beat)
You good with that?
J.R chuckles and smles at her.

J.R
"' mgood with that.

He brings her in for a kiss.
The party continues around them lights flash and nusic plays.

Cheyenne sees Sasha sitting al one.

CHEYENNE
"1l come find you. | need to handle
somet hi ng.
J.R sees Sasha too.
J.R

Cot it.

Cheyenne wal ks towards Sasha's table. She sits down calmy.



CHEYENNE
The decorations | ook great, huh?
Way better than when we were here.

SASHA

Eh...still the same banners as al ways.

Probably just keep emin storage al

year.

They chuckl e awkwardly, filling the silence between them

CHEYENNE

So...can we talk? Really?
SASHA

I'"d like that.
CHEYENNE

First, you know |'ve talked to
Raynmond, but 1'd still really like
to hear everything fromyou

(beat)
Second, I'mso sorry you went through
all that alone and | was no better
to you.

SASHA
"' m gonna stop you right there, you
didn't know.
(beat)
|"msorry for not being there and
then not even giving you any reason
as to why. I'd be mad at ne, too.

The girls continue to talk in the background when Tahlia
t akes the stage.

TAHLI A
Good eveni ng everyone. .

The crowds shushes and shifts attention to her.

TAHLI A ( CONT' D)

Thank you all for gathering us tonight
to wel cone NHU s Royal Court for the
year.

(pause for appl ause)
We'll begin with welcom ng each cl ass
Mster and Mss and then finally
i ntroduce our Mster and M ss NHU

(pause for appl ause)
Let's begin! Introducing Mss
Freshman. ..
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Tahlia's voice over introduces each young man and wonman from
each of the classes as they cone to and fromeach end of the
stage. They then parade down the m ddle taking their bows
to the audi ence.

Stepping off the stage to sit at the royal court table.

Cheyenne captures every mgajor nove fromthe crowns and gowns
to the crowds cheers and tears.

It's pure magic.

TAHLI A ( CONT' D)
And now, the nonent we've all been
waiting for...M. and Mss NHU and
their court will have their dance.

The court all stands up, the gentlenen hel ping the | adies.
They nake their way to the dance floor and begin a short
bal | room dance.

When the court finishes, everyone applauds and they bow again
and go back to their table.

TAHLI A ( CONT' D)

Just beautiful. Thank you all. And
may your reigns be productive and
influential to your classes and this
illustrious university.

(pause for appl ause)
Now, before we conclude, sone al umi
and nyself have put together a short
presentation for our bel oved president
Roe and all students of this
uni versity.

The lights dim A screen drops in the mddle of the stage.
A projector fires up as the video starts.

The video starts, silent.
A student stands in front of the canera.
SASHA (V. Q)
What does going to an HBCU nean to
you?

A video flashes with the basketball teamrunning on the
courts, throw ng baskets.

The band plays in the bleachers, still no sound on the video.
STUDENT ON CAMERA

What does going to an HBCU nean to
me?
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Anot her video starts, scanning across a classroom Sone
students engage, raising their hands, others wite at their
desks.

The professor wites on the board.

STUDENT ON CAMERA ( CONT' D)
It means everything to ne.

Upbeat nmusic starts playing and the video kicks into high
gear,

Vi deo footage fromthe tailgate, the gane, and the party al
pl ay neshed together perfectly. Students dance and are
[ively.

The school dancers strut in the mddle of the yard of the
uni versity.

G oups of students pose for pictures in front of the canera.

An ol der alummi couple in University apparel stand for a
pi cture, the man kisses his wfe.

STUDENTS ON CAMERA
| |1 ove going here!

STUDENT ON CAMERA
(smling)
|"ve never felt nore at hone
somewhere, you know ot her than ny
house. . .

STUDENT ON CAMERA ( CONT' D)
My parents went here, so | knew that
| was going to go here. | wouldn't
wanna be anywhere el se..

More videos play of the student life, purple and gray flood
t he screen.

STUDENT ON CAMERA ( CONT' D)
|'ve | earned so nuch here, not just
academ cal ly but personally, about
mysel f. ..

Shots of students sitting away fromthe party, but still
enjoying thensel ves play. A student sits on a bench readi ng.
Anot her laying on a blanket, witing in a book in the grass.

STUDENT ON CAMERA ( CONT' D)
It's hard being in the mnority al
the tine and here, we're the majority.
No one judges us for talking a certain
way or the things we wear.



101.

STUDENT ON CAMERA ( CONT' D)
It's like there's so nuch culture
and style here on just this one canpus
that you see in "the real world" al
the time and you just see how we
flourish out there.

STUDENT ON CAMERA ( CONT' D)
Here, they teach you inside the
cl assroom on what ever your major is,
but they also teach you that there's
nore to life than what you learn in
t he cl assroom

Anot her video plays of a student wal king down the halls of a
buil di ng on canpus. There's a clip of a student working in
the work study offices, smling, waving at the camera.

STUDENT ON CAMERA ( CONT' D)
There's so nuch here that gets
over | ooked and then reprocessed on
soneone who | ooks nothing |ike us,
so, to be surrounded by it and not
have to worry about soneone stealing
or appropriating who you are...it's
a bl essi ng.

The nusic fades into silence.

SASHA (V. Q)
What does going to an HBCU nean to
you?

Tahlia cones on the screen as the | ast student interview

TAHLI A
(on screen)
Going to an HBCU is |Iike com ng hone
to famly. It neans everything to
ne.

The video fades to black. The lights in the room cone back
up.

The audi ence cheers and claps. Their faces showit all,
it's a success!

Presi dent Roe stands and claps, causing a ripple in the rest
of the audi ence.

Tahlia notions for Cheyenne and Sasha to both cone on stage.

They grab hands and walk to the runway and wave to the
audi ence.
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Raynond screans out in the audience.

RAYMOND
Yay! Go friend!

J.R follows suit.

J.R
Al right, Chey!

Tahlia hands themthe mc to say a few words.

SASHA
Thank you all, so nuch, really.
This was all Cheyenne Laine's vision.
We were happy to help her.

CHEYENNE

Ww, umm  Thank you all. | just
wanted to do sonething | know ny
nmot her woul d be happy, and proud to
see, to showase all the |ove that
HBCU s have to give was, and is, a
great feeling.

(beat)
Real |y, thank you all.

The crowd continues to cl ap.

DI SSOCLVE TO
| NT. CHEYENNE' S OFFI CE - DAY
Cheyenne's new office is bare, but she has flowers and sets
down PI CTURES of her, Raynond, Sasha, J.R and even Tahlia
on her desk.

She hangs sone art on the wall when there's a knock at the
door.

Presi dent Roe wal ks i n.
PRESI DENT RCE
Good norni ng. . .
(beat)

Ready to go?

Cheyenne sm | es.
CUT TO

| NT. NATHAN HARE UNI VERSI TY - STAGE - MORNI NG

Presi dent Roe stands on stage wel com ng the new freshman
cl ass.
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PRESI DENT RCE
And without further delay, |'lI
i ntroduce your freshman orientation

t eacher. ..
(beat)
Ms. Lai ne. ..

Cheyenne stands up and wal ks up the stage to the podi um
happy, smling.

CHEYENNE
Thank you sir. ..

(beat)
Hel l o cl ass of 2025... Wl cone hone.

She smles out to them

THE END.
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