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ABSTRACT

This thesis book describes the development and production of Escape Velocity, a short
narrative film. The writing, pre-production, shooting, and editing of the film are reviewed. Script
drafts and afinal budget are included in the appendices.

The film concerns Larry Pipe and Percy Knuckle, best friends who dream of moving to
Barbados. They hope to open a beachside bar and spend the rest of their days relaxing and
watching girls. When Percy starts dating Melinda Bundt, however, Larry’s jealousy threatens to
destroy the men’ s friendship. When Percy needs money to follow Melindato Atlanta, Larry must
choose between supporting his best friend or pursuing their dream of Barbados alone.

Escape Vel ocity examines the ways we hold ourselves back from pursuing our dreams,
the reasons we justify doing so, and the changes in our life that finally inspire us to move toward

our goals.

Vi



INTRODUCTION

This project began with a promise | made to John Richie, a promise he probably doesn’t
even remember.

When | was casting my DRCM 4530 film, Waiting for October, John read for the part of
Larry Pipe, the protagonist’ s couch-potato roommate. John gave aterrific reading, and | told him
| definitely had a part for him. But circumstances ended up blessing me with three stellar actors
for two parts, and | decided to go with an actor | had worked with before. | felt guilty telling
John that | had cast someone elsein the part — especially when Jared Pendergrass, the actor |
cast as Larry Pipe, turned out to be John’s roommate. | tried to soften the blow by promising
John that | would write him a part in my next movie.

In Waiting for October Jared created a Larry Pipe that was sarcastic, sloppy, pretentious —
and pretty funny. People liked him, and | knew | wanted to use the character again. | liked the
idea of pairing that abrasive character with someone who was good-natured and relaxed —
someone like John Richie. | thought of a name that suggested such a mild temperament, but with
an element of strength, too: Percy Knuckle. My next movie, | knew then, would involve Larry
Pipe, hisloyal friend/sidekick Percy Knuckle, and their dream to move to the islands and sip
frosty drinks from coconut shells.

That'sall | had, initially: two funny names and a destination.



CHAPTER 1: DEVELOPMENT

| wrote my thesis prospectus in the spring of 2002, having just finished Chris Ware's
graphic novel Jimmy Corrigan, the Smartest Kid on Earth. | loved the way Ware played with
layout and panel structure to describe complex social relationships, and | was once again
fascinated by how meaning can be produced though the controlled juxtaposition of images. At its
most basic level, film works through such juxtaposition: the simple juxtaposition of 24 images
per second and the more complex juxtaposition of shots and scenes. Kuleshov's famous
experiment in which he placed a"neutral” picture of an actor alongside a variety of different
images illustrates how viewers naturally connect two sequential images to create meaning. This
tendency of humans to provide closure between two images, shots, or scenesis what makes films
(and comics) work. | wanted to address this aspect of film in my thesis.

| was also interested in a sort of “macro-juxtaposition” — theillustration or elucidation of
aworldview or philosophy through the juxtaposition of narratives and other objects. For my
thesis, | decided to explore the possibility of juxtaposition on alarger scale by shooting three
short films that could both stand alone and, when seen together, play off each other to suggest a
larger theme. Inspired by Ware' s use of multiple generations and time shiftsin telling his story, |
decided to base my three films around a son, father, and grandfather. The first film would
involve Larry and Percy and explore how their friendship fell apart when Percy fell in love with
an aspiring cosmetologist. The second film would focus on Larry's father, Mr. Pipe, using a

series of Super 8 home movies to chronicle the romantic relationships he pursued while raising



Larry. Thethird film would set Larry’ s grandfather’ s memories against the melody of ajazz
tune, with each soloist anchoring a particular memory.

| wanted the films to emphasize the common theme of heartbreak and loss, and to suggest
the limited tools each man had to understand the relationshipsin hislife. Although each film
would tell its own unique story, | hoped that, when placed alongside each other, they would
invite the audience to draw connections between them through similarities in settings, situations,
and theme. In my mind, | was reaching for something like the theorist Walter Benjamin’'s
Arcades Project, which tried to capture the essence of the Parisian streets through “a carefully
arranged collage of found material from mid-nineteenth-century Paris.” (Ray 42) | hoped,
through the accretion of three separate narratives, to get to the bones of love—to elucidate and
convey my own personal view of what love means, why it works or doesn’t, and how it can
haunt us long after we experience it.

An enormous task, | realize, for a student filmmaker with barely three films under his
belt. To make things harder, | planned to shoot each film in a different medium and with a
different narrative style, from a straight-ahead, “realistic’ narrative to more experimental, almost
categorical films. By limiting the length of each film to 10 minutes, restricting myself from using
heavy equipment like dollies and jib arms, and engaging in extensive pre-planning and
storyboarding, | hoped to minimize the strain of producing three films. By shooting three
carefully constructed shorts, | hoped to improve my grasp of narrative filmmaking and develop a
substantial portfolio. | planned to complete the films by the end of the Fall 2002 semester.

| bit off way more than | could chew. By the time 2003 dawned, | still did not have one
completed script. | had outlines and treatments and pages of notes, but | hadn’t come up with a

satisfactory way to play out the common themes between each of the three stories—to connect



the three together and still have them stand on their own. With my loans mounting as |
approached the end of my third year of graduate school, | decided to minimize the scope of my
project and concentrate instead on simply telling one story well.

| chose the Larry and Percy story since | had a much more developed understanding of
the plot, characters, and conflict. Since | would be telling one story instead of many, | decided to
really focus on creating believable characters and to create a strong narrative that arose from
their personalities. | think one of the weaknesses of my previous film, Waiting for October, is
that the idea behind the film—trying to recapture a zest for life by getting close to death—
overwhelmed the characters. Sometimes, the characters seemed alittle murky because | hadn’t
clearly thought out their motivesin detail; they said or did what | needed them to in order to
move the story forward, rather than saying or doing what they had to do based on their
personalities and their circumstances. The connection between scenes was too tenuous: Scene A
often caused Scene B, but | never felt like the film made it seem inevitable that B had to follow
A. With Escape Velocity, | wanted to create real characters and ground the conflict in their
different personalities so that each major story event seems inevitable based on what has come
before. | wanted to string my scenes along like arow of dominoes—once the first one goes, they
al must follow—and | hoped that doing so would allow the film to build to a strong and
satisfying conclusion.

At the same time, | wanted to keep the thrust of my original proposal—the focus on the
juxtaposition of shots to create meaning. Waiting for October had turned out too talky. The
narrative and the underlying ideas were expressed primarily by the characters’ dialogue: “first |
thought this, but now I think that”. With Escape Velocity | wanted to create meaning through

visual montage, through the connection of images and the placement of certain scenes alongside



others. | wanted to tell a story through images rather than dialogue. When characters spoke, |
wanted the dialogue to express and reveal character, but | wanted the characters' inner changes
kept inside, not brought out through big pronouncements and long-winded speeches. In this
manner, not only would | be working with the image juxtaposition that had inspired my original
thesis, but | would be working in a sense with the macro-juxtaposition | had originally
envisioned: | hoped to express my own worldview concerning relationships and love by placing
two characters alongside each other and by showing certain events that occurred as aresult of
that juxtaposition.

| discussed my revised thesis plans with my advisor, Mark Morris, in the spring of 2003.
He thought the changes sounded good, and gave the more focused thesis his approval. It was

time to get to work.



CHAPTER 2: WRITING THE SCREENPLAY

Background

The story in Escape Velocity was inspired by different events from my own life:

the dissolution of some personal relationships, and the hopelessness | felt at the time
the beginning of some romantic relationships, and the feeling of hope and power they
inspired in me

the jealousy | felt when my best friend began spending less time with me as he became
more involved with his girlfriend

the week | spent in Barbados in 1996

my mixed feelings about New Orleans. Maybe it’ s the swampy location, but | felt like
New Orleans sucked me down under the muck and held me there, creatively and
emotionally. | disliked the denseness of the city, the cramped streets, the way the houses
are built right up on top of each other. At the same time, | was fascinated by how the city
iscrumbling right in front of your eyes; the way history, in so many of the buildings and
streets, manifestsitself in chipped plaster, warped boards, and wreathes of ivy slowly
turning concrete to dust.

These were the memories and feelings | tapped into when writing the screenplay.

The particulars of the narrative were based around a number of different ideas, primarily my

own notions of romantic love and how it makes us behave. | think Larry and Percy represent two

different sides of me—the optimistic, easy-going, loya side that wants to believe in true love,

and the cynical, hard-nosed side that knows it’s all a sham because he has been hurt before. The

inciting idea for the movie, as | mentioned before, was to put these two different sides together

and let them fight it out.

Early on, | had another ideathat | wanted to work into the story: sometimes the knowledge

that you did “the right thing” isn’t enough to make you feel good about it. Doing the right thing

usually involves personal sacrifice, and personal sacrifice hurts. | wanted Larry to eventually



choose to do the noble thing, but then to feel even worse than he did before. The hurt of doing
the right thing would be greater than the moral satisfaction gained by doing it.

Finally, | wasinspired by the questions. “Why do we hold ourselves back from what we
clam we really want?’” and “What does it take to finally get us moving?’ Although Escape
Vel ocity concerns two friends who plan to move to Barbados, it’s really about two friends who
avoid their real problems by “planning to move” rather than taking concrete steps toward their
goal. They continually dip into their cash fund because there' s no real consequence to doing so.
For Percy, romantic love is the engine that finally drives him. For Larry, choosing to give up
Barbados in order to help Percy eventually frees him to take the steps necessary to leave New

Orleans. These were theideas | explored as | wrote.

Pre-writing

| began writing the screenplay in 2002 by taking these ideas and emoations, |etting them
simmer, and regularly brainstorming on them. | kept adding bits and pieces of detail to the
story—the cosmetol ogist girlfriend, the smoky neighborhood bar—and then jotting down new
ideas for dialogue, characters, and scenes as they came to me. | kept these notesin amanila
envel ope with my other story ideas and scribbles. | was also engaging in daily free writing, and |
gained many insights into the story there. When it came time to write the screenplay proper in
the summer of 2003, | pulled these notes out and condensed them into a single Word document
so that | could get afeeling for the different threads | would be weaving together.

Thisiswhat | knew at that point:

* | knew the four main characters and their relationships. | knew that Percy would have a

girlfriend, the student cosmetologist, though I still hadn’t given her aname. | knew that

Steve, Larry srival, would play arolein the story, and that Larry would turn to Steve
when Percy started spending time with his girlfriend. | also knew that Larry would play



“the Alphamale” with Percy and “the sidekick” with Steve, and that Larry hates being
the sidekick.

* | knew Larry and Percy planned to go to Barbados, that they were saving their money in
an UTZ pretzel jar for that purpose, and that they dipped into that jar to fund their tripsto
the bar.

* | knew that, after they were estranged, Percy would “call ameeting” at a neutral location,
where he would ask Larry for his share of the money.

* | knew that | wanted the piece to have a melancholy tone. Escape Vel ocity is primarily
Larry’ s story, and the issue that Larry wrestleswithisthis: Lifeisunfair. Heartbreak is
inevitable. The people you love will make choices you will wish they didn’t. They may
leave you. They may hurt you. Y ou can thrash and flail and kick and scream, but in the
end you will just have to swallow what the world hands you and quietly soldier on. Larry
iswrestling with this BEFORE Percy’ s love for Melinda changes their plans, and when
his best friend hurts him rather than a girlfriend, it hurts Larry in a different, powerful
way, because he thought he could trust Percy.

* | knew that, at the climax of the piece, Larry would give Percy the money, would give up
his dream for his buddy. | knew that he wouldn't just give Percy his half of the money; he
would give him all of it. I knew how | wanted to convey it, by juxtaposing the scene of
Percy happily counting the money in the envel ope with the shot of a depressed Larry
sitting at home, trying to ignore the empty pretzel jar. These two scenes embodied the
“meaning through montage” principle around which | wanted to structure the film.

From here, the first thing | needed to do was to develop the two main characters by
understanding their histories. | wrote detailed character descriptions and biographies for both
Larry and Percy. Larry’s character sketch was much more extensive, since he is the emotional
center of the story. Giving Larry a history helped me understand him as areal person. It gave
him a depth and a gravity that he previously lacked, and it was invaluable in giving me the
confidence to begin writing the screenplay. | actually stopped writing Percy’ s character sketch
halfway through, since | had already explored hisand Larry’ srelationship in depth in Larry’s
sketch.

| spent the summer of 2003 hammering out the events of the story. | had read Robert
McKee's Sory in the spring, and | seized on his suggestion of using note cards to create what he
callsthe “step-outline” of the story. (412) From May through August, | spent my screenwriting

time writing scene ideas on note cards, sketching shots on the backs of those cards, or laying the



cards out in sequence to see how the scenesfit together. | wanted to know how each scene
connected to the scenes before and after it.

| used the moment when we first see the empty jar and redlize that Larry has given Percy
the money—the emotional climax of the film—as the axis around which | focused my writing. It
was easy working from the climax of the film to the end where Larry finds himself at the beach;
working backwards to the beginning of the story was a much more difficult task. A few primary
story events had to happen: Percy had to meet and fall in love with Melinda, and he had to ask
Larry for his half of the money. | also had to set up Larry and Percy’s dream of moving to
Barbados. The entire enterprise was made more difficult by the fact that, as| wrote, | realized
how passive a character Larry was. But | also came to readlize that this passivity was Larry’s
whole problem: he was trapped in a closed system of his own making. Putting afew dollarsin
the change jar every week made him feel like he was moving toward a goal when he was actually
just lying around.

| found the note card method helpful in that it allowed me to quickly shuffle scenes
around and play with new configurations of story events. | also liked that at the end of the day
the stack of note cards (or discarded note cards) was alittle taller; it was anice visua sign of
progress, which is often so difficult to gauge when writing. But | found the note card method
made it more difficult to think about my story in anything other than abstract archetypal
constructs, which was a problem since so many of the story events were character-driven
interactions. | am normally a very intuitive writer—I let my ideas smmer until | feel compelled
to start scribbling, at which point the characters are usually ready to go where they will—and it
was very difficult for me to understand the characters when | couldn’t hear them talking or watch

them pull the |abels off their beer bottles as they decide what to say. McKee argues that “the
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premature writing of dialogue chokes creativity.” (417) He has a definite point, but his note card
method could only take me so far. | reached a plateau where | had tons of note cards that
signified that “Larry and Percy have a stupid fight here,” but | didn’t know what the stupid fight
would ultimately be about. Since a stupid fight by definition concerns something other than what
isreally bothering the characters, | needed to write the story out in order to give their world some
specifics. Then | could know which of those specifics Larry might seize upon to precipitate the

stupid fight and keep it rolling.

Writing and Revising

By mid-August, | had the bones of the story sketched out on my note cards, and | sat
down to write the script. | finished the first complete draft (I had been sketching out scenes all
summer) during the first week of September 2003. It was 26 pages long, and | showed it to
friends and professors to get feedback.

All the feedback | received suggested that the film was too long, but different viewers
had different opinions why. Some folks said it was paced like afeature, too slow for a short film.
My thesis advisor Mark Morris suggested that perhaps | was diluting the narrative by exploring
each of Larry and Percy’ s narrative arcs rather than focusing on one or the other. Other folks
enjoyed the script, but wondered how Larry took a bus to Barbados at the end (which he
doesn’'t). The script had alot of problems, but two things gave me hope.

First, every reader responded to the emotional climax of the story—that two scene
juxtaposition where we see Percy with the money and then Larry with the empty jar. People
liked it—were surprised and moved by it. | felt like the heart of the story—the sacrifice that

Larry decides to make for his friend—was there and was beating.
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Second, | had avery good reader in former UNO student Michael Graves, who read the
script three times, wrote dozens and notes of questionsin the margins of every page, and then
spent two hours firing those questions at me. Why did Larry say this here? Does he really believe
that? Does Percy really love that girl? Why does he think she' sthe one? Isn’t he afraid that she'll
leave him? Why doesn’'t Larry just do this or that? Two hours of questions, and | knew the
answer to every one. If there' s anything the months of note cards gave me, it was the confidence
that | knew the story even if | hadn’t got it on the page the first time.

So | went into the second draft with confidence and made some major changes.

| had originally tried to pay some attention to Percy and Melinda and their story—two
people who felt left behind, who felt like also-rans, but who were able to see the unique beauty in
each other. A nice sentiment and one that moved me, but this story was Larry’s; the Percy and
Melinda scenes had to go. | cut all the scenesthat justified their love for each other, and | think
the story is stronger without them. As an audience, we see the story from Larry’s POV now.
Larry isblindsided by Percy’s decision to move to Atlanta; he doesn’t understand the reasons
behind it, and we don’t need to either.

| aso had along montage sequence in the beginning—three pages—where Larry and
Percy discuss their plan to move to Barbados. | thought it was a clever way to show their lives
and how they structured their days while setting up their Barbados plan and illustrating that
they’ d been having this conversation for along time. | cut the entire sequence, came into the
story later, and tried to condense some of that background information into the script’s earlier
scenes.

| aso figured out what to do with Steve. In the first draft, | used Steve to occupy Larry

when | needed Percy to be somewhere else. But in talking with Mike, | remembered a key
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element—Larry hates Steve. Steveis cool, confident, rich, and smooth with the ladies. Unlike
Larry, he goes after what he wants. Steve turns Larry from the Top Dog into just another muitt,
and when Larry turnsto Steve for advice we know he's desperate. Much of the momentum | had
writing the second draft came from the fun | had turning Steve into the jerk Larry thinks heis.

Finally, | reworked the two confrontations Percy and Larry have—first when Larry
hollers at Percy for ditching him for Melinda, and then when Percy asks for his half of the money
back. | tried to trim the scenes and give them more emotional resonance while keeping the
language brief but realistic. These two fight scenes were the most difficult aspects of the writing
(and the shooting), and | was concerned that | was relying on dialogue again to tell my story. But
overal, | think they're natural, realistic confrontations that are necessary to the story.

| finished the second draft at the beginning of October 2003 and sent it out again to my
readers. The response was mostly positive. Some folks offered minor suggestions that | tried to
incorporate into the story, but for the most part people enjoyed it. It was still long at 25 pages,
but it was much leaner and more focused. | decided to go ahead and shoot it. | had reservations
about shooting what was only my second draft, but | moved forward for three primary reasons.

First, | had reviewed my personal goals and finances over the summer, and | realized that
| had borrowed much more in student loans than | thought. | ssimply could not afford to keep
borrowing money for film school, and | knew that if I tried to work and go to school
simultaneously it would take much longer for me to graduate. | had set a personal goal for myself
to finish my film by the end of 2003. Although | knew the script could possibly benefit from
another pass or two, | didn’'t have timeto keep rewriting if | wanted to achieve that goal. Filmsin
the real world are subject to budget and time constraints, and | looked at my need to start

shooting as an introduction to that cold, hard fact.
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Second, I’ d been working on the script for so many months that the story was set in my mind.
| was so closetoit that | couldn’t tell what to cut or how to rework it. Plus, | didn’t have time to
set it aside and come back to it with fresh eyesif | wanted to meet my goal of finishing by
December. Finally, even though | could have made the screenplay better, | felt | knew the story. |
knew what needed to happen, and those events happened in the screenplay. | knew some things
that read long on the page would clip aong in the film once it was edited together. And | had
faith that if it was sluggish when | was cutting it together, | could cut it to play shorter without
damaging the narrative through-line. | knew my story, even if | hadn’t got it exactly right on the

page. | felt ready to begin pre-production.
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CHAPTER 3: PRE-PRODUCTION

In August 2003 | set a deadline to finish my movie by December 2003. | planned to write
the script in August, spend September taking care of pre-production, shoot in October, edit in
November, and put the finishing touches on in December. Even though | knew thiswas an
exceedingly optimistic schedule, | decided to commit to it in order to inspire myself to work as
hard as | possibly could. | told everyone that my goal was to graduate by December, even though
| knew that would require nearly every aspect of the shoot to come off without a single hitch. By
continually telling myself that | needed to finish by December, | kept my intensity level up for
the grueling work of pre-production.

| had spent most of August holed up with friends and family in Florida, working on my
script and visiting, and | decided for personal reasons to move back to Florida as soon as
possible, by December at the latest. | told my landlord in New Orleans that | would not be
renewing my lease after the end of the year, and | made no plansto search for another apartment.
This added an extralevel of urgency to my plans, since | would have nowhere to livein New
Orleansif | didn’t complete my shoot by December.

When | returned to New Orleans from Florida at the beginning of the fall semester, | got
right to work on pre-production after | finished the first draft of my script. My father was getting
married in Ohio on October 4™, and | initially planned to start shooting the following weekend,
October 9" — 12", | set to work casti ng the film, putting together the crew, finding locations and

props, and reserving the equipment | would need. At the sametime, | was rewriting the script,
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hoping to meet that October 9™ deadline. Script revisions and difficulties | had with casting and
location scouting, however, eventually forced me to push the shoot dates back to the weekend of

October 24",

Casting

Casting was probably the most agonizing part of the pre-production process. | get
intimidated asking people to work for free on my film, in any capacity, because | know it will
involve long days, simple food, and tiring work. With actors, it s alittle bit easier for me because
young actors need experience and I’ m giving them a chance to hone their craft. But casting is
also difficult because, more than any other decision, it directly affects your ability to bring the
story in your head to life on the page. As a student filmmaker with no budget, it’s doubly
difficult because your choices are limited to those actors you can afford. With Escape Velocity, it
was imperative for meto cast the film well, since the story depends on the interaction between
the characters.

| had six main partsto cast: Larry and Mary, Percy and Melinda, and Steve and Jennifer.
My first task, and the easiest one, was to secure John Richie as Percy. | ran into John at school
during the first week of the fall semester, and told him that | had a part for him if he was
interested. John wanted to play Percy, but only if we were shooting later in the semester, as he
was serving as an AD on another student film. | didn’t tell him | hadn’t finished the first draft
yet, but assured him that we would be shooting toward the middle or end of the semester. One
down, five to go.

Next, | decided to hold an open audition in the Media Studio at UNO on Saturday,

September 20™. | am still not sure how to efficiently advertise a student film audition. Students
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who run ads in the paper often have excellent turnouts, but of the 100 or so people who show up,
few have even considered acting before. | wanted to avoid spending the money on a newspaper
ad, and | wanted to cast trained actorsin all the roles, not only because the success of the film
depended on the quality of the performances, but because | wanted to challenge myself by
working with actors who really knew their craft rather than coaxing good performances from
talented non-actors. Trained actors would also help me move at the quick pace my shooting
schedul e demanded.

| advertised the audition by posting flyers around school, asking the graduate acting
students to announce the audition to their acting classes, attending a Lakefront Players meeting
to inform those actors about my audition, contacting actors | had worked with previously, and
asking Kimberly Gibbs and Henderson Jones, two UNO grad students who had already held their
thesis film auditions, to recommend potential actors.

My audition was a success in that | managed to round up six or seven friend from UNO
to help me conduct the auditions. This kept things running smoothly and gave everyone someone
to chat with during the long stretches of time between auditions. All told, we had a turnout of
eleven actors over four hours. Two of those eleven were from my assistant pool, auditioning for
fun during a particularly slow hour. Only three of the eleven were men—not great news for a
film that needed three strong male leads. The three men who auditioned were all solid actors, but
| wanted alarger pool of actorsto choose from. | knew | would have to keep looking.

My biggest find at the audition was Maggie Mariolis, aformer Tulane student who gave a
great reading. | was sure | wanted to use her in the film, but | wasn’t sure where yet. My second
biggest find was Elizabeth Rizzo, one of my friends who auditioned just for fun but who turned

out to embody the character of Melinda perfectly. Elizabeth hadn’t acted since grade school, but
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| had already cut most of Melinda s lines out of the script in the second draft, and | assured her
she'd be perfect. She was willing. Three down, three to go.

Rather than hold another open audition, | decided to invite individual actorsto audition
for particular roles. My friend Pushkar AK'S recommended a number of UNO theater students,
but most of them were wrapped up in other projects. | also contacted Tim Hammond, a former
colleague from UNO, at Louisiana Casting, and he helped me go through hisfilesin search of
potential actors. | was contacting and auditioning actors right up until afew days before we
finally started shooting on October 24™.

Of the men, Scott Theriot, Christopher Waltman, and Lucas Harms gave the strongest
performances. (Although Jared Pendergrass, the original Larry Pipe, had moved back to New
Orleans, | didn’t contact him because | learned he was only in New Orleans temporarily. Also, as
much as | enjoyed working with him on October, | wanted to expand my range by working with
new actors.) Lucas, an actor from the West Bank that Kimberly Gibbs had put me in touch with,
had the best audition by far. | thought he could make a very good Larry, but | knew that he
would be a perfect Steve. John Richie read with Lucas at his audition, and when Lucas left we
looked at each other and said, almost in sync, “Perfect Steve.” He had the confidence and good
looks to be the intimidating Alpha male. | definitely wanted to use Lucas in the film.

| agonized over whom to cast as Larry. Scott Theriot had been fine, but he made some
initial choices that were much different than what | had originally envisioned for the character.
He was more “ South Brooklyn Jabroni” and less “ Dignan from Bottle Rocket” . He didn’t give
me as much to work with when | gave him some different things to play during the audition. |

decided to go with Chris Waltman, who | had seen play avery Larry-like character in the
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Lakefront Players 24-Hour Play Festival. He had less experience than Scott, but seemed to
embody the character more.

When | finally got in touch with Chris on October 22", two days before we were
scheduled to begin shooting, he said he had conflicts for the whole weekend, but that he could
give me afew hours on Sunday. | thanked him for histime and called Scott, who was excited
about the opportunity, ready to play the part, and available on the weekends that we were
planning to shoot. | gave Scott the Larry part, then called Lucas and secured him to play Steve.
Five down, oneto go.

Except that Elizabeth Rizzo, it turned out, had too many other schedule conflicts to play
Melinda. John Richie suggested that we try Prachi Vij, an old friend of ours who had beenin
October. Asold friends, | knew Prachi and John would be comfortable together, which would
help create chemistry on screen. Prachi was interested in the role and available during the
weekends we were going to shoot. John was actually old friends with Scott as well, which also
helped their on-screen chemistry. What had initially seemed like two setbacks for the film turned
out to be two lucky developments.

The hardest role to cast was Mary, because | was casting her almost solely on the basis of
appearance. | normally don’t recommend that practice, since, in my experience, casting for looks
results in weaker performances. But Mary has no linesin the movie; she appearsin order to
visually convey Larry’s heartbreak and longing. | needed a girl who was physically attractivein
aclassical sense so that the audience, without ever hearing her speak or seeing she and Larry

interact, would understand Larry’ s attraction to her.



19

| eventually cast Kate Abreo, a UNO music student who | had met once before and who |
ran into in the PAC one day. She was exactly the type of girl | waslooking for, and on alark, |
asked, “Y ou want to be in my movie?’

She looked stunned, then said yes. | got her number, gave her arough schedule, and that

was that. My major players were secured only afew days before we were set to shoot.

Crew

Assembling the crew was much easier than casting the actors. | generally like to shoot
with avery small crew so we can move quickly and so everyone stays busy. On an average day,
we had a crew of between five and seven people—a DP, gaffer, sound mixer, boom operator,
AD, art director, and an occasional PA. We were often able to minimize the crew by combining
the AD and boom operator positions (a useful practice that | highly recommend for small shoots)
and by having the art director double as a PA.

| was lucky when assembling my crew in that some very talented friends volunteered to
help right away. Pushkar AKS, who | had worked with in the equipment room and who had
helped me brainstorm solutions to script problems, volunteered to help before | had even
finished the first draft. | immediately asked him to DP, and he agreed. Justin Thomason had
recently bought a bunch of new sound equipment he wanted to try out, and he volunteered to run
sound for me. Ryan Martin and Mike Ryan were the other key members of my crew, as my
gaffer and primary assistant director, respectively. Sherng-Lee Huang and Jeff Hartwick also
provided invaluable assistance as secondary sound mixers and assistants, especially when a
change in schedule meant that Justin couldn’t help out on certain weekends. The rest of the crew

was filled out each weekend based on our needs and the availability of potential crewmembers; |
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had begun pre-production in September by creating a database of UNO film students interested

in working on the film, which made contacting last minute crewmembers much easier.

Cinematography and Equipment

| debated for along time whether to shoot on film or digital video. Of course, | vastly
preferred the rich look of film to video, but | also preferred the lower cost of digital video.
Deciding to move to Florida was the factor that made me choose digital. | figured that digital
video would alow usto move alittle more quickly, since it would take less time to change tape
stock than film stock and we would have to reload the camera less often. | aso liked the relative
ease of digital video—I wouldn’t have to take any precautions for storing film on the days we
were shooting exteriors. | also figured that | could use the money | saved on film stock and
processing to invest in a DNLE workstation, atool | had wanted for awhile and which would
comein handy if | had to push my editing off until after my move, a possibility that became
more likely every day. Finally, | reasoned that the main goal of my thesis would be to convince
potential film investors or production companiesthat | could tell a story visually. Since more and
more festivals are accepting digital video shorts, | didn’t need to shoot film in order to get my
work seen, and | didn’t need to spend money on film when my cinematography skills weren’t
what | was attempting to showcase.

| still wanted to produce a great-looking movie on DV, however. In our early discussions
about the look of the film, | told Pushkar that | wanted to contrast the lushness of the park
exteriors with the gritty dirty apartment that Percy and Larry shared. | described a scene where
Larry rummages through the suitcase filled with mementos of his relationship with Mary—I

wanted the scene to have a gray, tonal 1ook, almost like a* pencil sketch”. Pushkar reminded me
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that we wouldn’t be able to get as wide arange of grays with DV as we would with film, but he
said we could get asimilar tonal effect by lighting the scenes for high contrast and playing with
color and shadows. We would need a powerful miniDV camera, though, and to this end, Pushkar
and | decided to use the Nims Center’ s JVC GY -DV 500 camera. Pushkar had worked with it
many times before, was familiar with its operation and capabilities, and was convinced that the
three 2" CCDs and zoom lens would give us a great-looking image. Another advantage to the
JV C camcorder wasthat it had XLR inputs, allowing us to connect Justin’s mixer directly to the
camera and record 2-channel audio to the DV tape at 48 kHz—the same sample rate we would
get if we recorded to DAT tape.

| contacted the Nims Center and got permission to use the camerafor my film. The only
drawback was that Chris Wuchte, another UNO film student, was using the JV C camcorder to
shoot histhesis film aswell. | would only be able to get the camera during the weekends of
October 24™ and 31%, since Chris had already booked it for the weekends of November 7" and
14™. | had written those weekends off, however, as Pushkar was already committed to working
on Henderson Jones' s thesis shoot then. Plus, | could use the GY-DV500 during the week. | was
sure that | could get the big scenes done during those two weekends, and then shoot the little
scenes set in the apartment during the evenings.

| wanted us to be able to move lightly and quickly, and so | consciously planned to limit
the amount of equipment we used. | planned for only three separate dolly shots and one jib arm
shot, where we pan up from the empty bar fund jar to find Larry sitting alone on the couch. In
talking my shots over with Pushkar, we decided to replace the jib arm shot with arack focus,
which we felt would tell the story better and would keep us from having to bother with the jib

arm. The rest of my equipment was all relatively light. We used the Sennheiser 815 shotgun and
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two MKE-2 lavs as our mics, which Justin ran through his 4-channel Shure mixer. For lighting,
we used the Nims Center’s Lowel kit, which contained both Totaand Lowel-D lights, and we
brought two DeSisti 650s along for those times when we wanted a Fresnel light. A softlight
rounded out our light kit. The rest of our equipment consisted of peripherals—apple boxes,
sound blankets, a color monitor, C stands and flags, sandbags, bounce cards, and the like. We
were able to fit all of our equipment for aweekend shoot in my Geo Prism (except for the two
weekends we used the Matthews dolly and dolly tracks), allowing me to save a bundle of money

by not renting a van or truck to transport equipment.

Art Direction

| didn’t have an art director on Waiting for October. | simply took advantage of locations
and props that | knew | had accessto, but even then, preparing the set for a scene involved aton
of extraeffort. Thistime around, | decided to find an art director to handle all the little things |
didn’t have time for—set design, prop gathering, etc. Pushkar put me in touch with Jessie Tyson,
atheater student who had expressed an interest in working on student films. Although she was
directing a play that same semester, she was willing to help out on our shoot when she could.
Even though she couldn’t help with all aspects of the art direction and wasn’t able to be there for
every day of the shoot, Jessie was invaluable to the production. At the very least, | found it
incredibly useful to talk out set and prop design with someone who had experience designing for
the stage. On the many days when Jessie was able to join us on the shoot, it was a wonderful
relief to have someone else focused on decorating the set so that | could work with the actors.

Jessie fabricated afew of the props that we used from scratch. She made the nametags

that Larry and Percy wear at work from an old UNO student ID card, and she put together the
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mementos of Mary that Larry storesin his old suitcase. She also made the fake money we used
to stuff the money jar with by photocopying dollar bills and then coloring them with green, burnt
sienna, and burnt umber Crayolas. Jessie’s money looked so realistic that everyone assumed it
was real until they handled it.

Most of the other propsin the film were itemsthat | already owned, or items that |
borrowed from other students: pint glasses, candles, Christmas lights, T-shirts, the actual pretzel
jar Larry and Percy store their money in, etc. The actors supplied their own clothes, occasionally
borrowing mine in those instances when | wanted something particular in the scene. The only
props | spent money on were the For Rent sign we see when Larry moves, the jacket Larry wears
when he drives to the beach, and the numerous photos that we see throughout the film.

The biggest challenge my art director and | faced was in creating Larry’ swall of beach
photos. We planned to shoot the scenes involving that wall—such as the dolly out that begins the
film—at the end of the movie, giving me the most time to find suitable pictures. We used a
number of old photographs and postcards to create atemporary wall that appearsin the
background in most of the scenes that take place in the living room. We also used a number of
old photos we didn’t need to preserve for those shots where Larry rips photos down from the
wall.

Thewall of photos was originally supposed to be comprised of images Larry had ripped
from magazines, but | was concerned about potential copyright issuesinvolved in using
professional photographers work. Instead, | searched for images at royalty-free sites such as
istockphoto.com, but eventually decided that the cost per image would be prohibitive. | aso

contacted the Barbados Tourism Authority to seeif they had any images they would be willing to
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let me use. They put me in touch with Ruder Finn, their PR firm based in New Y ork, who
supplied me with four lovely 4x6” photographs. They were beautiful, but they weren’t enough.
In September, | had attended the wedding of my freshman-year college roommeate, Joe
Reyenga, in Pensacola, FL. Joe is an amateur photographer, and | mentioned offhand that if he
had any photos to spare, I'd like to use them. He sent me a CD with over 100 photos, many of
which were perfect. The wall of photos that we see in the beginning of the film ended up being
comprised of photographs Joe and | had taken on family vacations. The uniform size of the
photos gave the photo wall a graphic structure that | hadn’t anticipated, but | think the results are

satisfactory.

L ocations

| intended from the very beginning to use my apartment as Larry and Percy’ s apartment. |
stayed in that apartment the entire time that | lived in New Orleans, and I’ ve filmed there on
severa locations, including for October. My apartment was, by most standards, aterrible place
to shoot sinceitslow ceilings and wood paneling both reflect light. But it was big—allowing us
to store all of our equipment in the front room while we filmed in the living room and
bedrooms—and it was convenient. We could shoot there whenever we wanted. This was a great
bonus, especially at the beginning of the shoot when I didn’t know how often I’d be able to use
the camera and anticipated having to shoot on weeknights when the demand wasn’t as great.
Another benefit my apartment offered was an empty bedroom, which would be essential for the
scenes where Percy moves out. The benefits of the apartment outweighed the drawbacks.

| needed four other locations: the gas station where Larry and Percy work, the Rusty Nall

bar, Audubon Park, and the beach in Pensacola where Larry ends up. The park was the easiest
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location to secure. | had shot part of Waiting for October there, so | knew they were amenable to
student shoots, especialy smaller shoots like mine. | called Sarah Burnette, PR director for the
Audubon Institute, and asked her for permission to shoot in the park over the weekends of
October 24-26 and Nov 1-2. She agreed, asking only that | send her aletter detailing my plans so
that she could inform the park’s employees.

The bar was the second-easiest location to secure. | had planned to inquire at the Maple
Leaf Bar on Oak Street for permission to shoot there, since | was familiar with the look of the bar
and wanted to shoot in the courtyard out back. It was also relatively close to my apartment,
which would make for an easy commute. Pushkar recommended shooting at the Checkmate
Lounge near school, however, since we had afew dolly shots in the bar and wouldn’t have to
transport the dolly and track across town. Pushkar had also shot at the Checkmate Lounge
before, and knew how to light it quickly and easily. We went to the Checkmate and talked to the
bartender about shooting there. She checked with the manager, who agreed as long as everyone
in our party was of age. They asked that we shoot on a Sunday, however, as that was their
slowest day.

| knew that we would have to go to Floridafor our beach. | had been to beachesin
Mississippi, and the water just wasn't as blue asin the Florida Panhandle. | had previously
stayed at the Holiday Inn in Navarre Beach, FL, and | called and asked for permission to shoot
on the beach behind their hotel. There was a sundeck out behind the hotel that would give usa
great high-angle shot of Larry on the beach. | didn’t have a specific date for the beach scene, as it
would depend on the availability of cast and crew as well as the weather, but the manager of the

hotel told me | could shoot there at any time aslong as | gave them afew weeks notice.
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| called the North Florida Film Commission to ask if | could use some of the photos on
their websitein Larry’ swall collage. | ended up talking with Tom Roush, the Escambia County
Film Liaison and aformer film student from FSU, for aquite awhile. | told him how much |
liked some of the pictures of the Gulf Islands National Seashore, which lay between Pensacola
Beach and Navarre. He recommended shooting at the far eastern end of Pensacola Beach, since it
adjoined the Gulf Islands National Seashore but wouldn’t require me to obtain a shooting permit
from the Park Service. Pensacola Beach was also closer to New Orleans than Navarre, which
was advantageous since | hoped to shoot the beach stuff in one day without having to stay
overnight. Mr. Roush put me in touch with Mary Bolman at the Santa Rosa Island Authority,
who gave me permission to shoot on Pensacola Beach.

The gas station was the most difficult location to find. | had hoped to shoot both the
interior scenes of Larry and Percy working and the exterior scene of Percy opening the envelope
at the same gas station. | wanted Percy’ s gas station to be outside New Orleans, in the country,
so one Saturday | drove around the North Shore checking out potential service stations. | found
three or four stores that would be perfect, but | had adifficult time contacting the managers of
those stores. The few | did reach turned me down.

| decided that | could shoot the interiors and exteriors at two different locations, figuring
that a manager might be more inclined to let me shoot in his store if the shoot seemed less
involved. | was talking with Henderson Jones about the exteriors he planned to shoot on the
levee behind UNO’s Cove dining area when | remembered that the Cove had a convenience
store. With the right angles, it could pass for a gas station quickie mart. | contacted the manager

of food services at the Cove and she agreed to let me shoot in the Privateer Mart on a Saturday
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afternoon, as long as we shot when the store was already open so that they didn’t have to ask an
employee to stay during off hours.

Asfor the exteriors, | had initially contacted the Oak Harbor BP station on the North
Shore, right off 1-10 after you cross the causeway. It was my first choice for the exteriors since it
was close to New Orleans yet sat off in field by itself. Every employee | talked to suggested that
the owner would be amenable to my shooting there. It took me weeks to get in touch with her,
but | finally did reach her in late November, after the principal photography was done. She
agreed that | could come out whenever, and we scheduled the shoot for a weekend in early

December.
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CHAPTER 4: PRODUCTION

Script revisions and difficulties in casting and location scouting forced me to push my
shoot back from its originally scheduled start date of October 9™. Asthe middle of October
approached, however, | realized that | would need to start shooting soon if | wanted to wrap
production before | moved in December. | set a start date for the shoot of Friday, October 24™
Any pre-production tasks not met by that time would simply have to continue during the shoot,
and a good bit of the pre-production tasks discussed above took place concurrently with our
shooting weekends.

As| mentioned before, | originally thought that | would only be able to use the DV
camera during the weekends of October 24™ and 31%. At the beginning of the shoot, | planned
the shooting schedule to maximize our production time during those weekends; anything we
didn’t get during those weekends would have to be picked up during the week, whenever | could
get the actors and crew together. After the first weekend of shooting, however, | learned that
Chris Wuchte was going to postpone his thesis shoot, which freed up the camera. Henderson
Jones decided to push his shoot back as well, which freed up Pushkar. | quickly reserved the
camera for those weekends, which made my shooting schedule much less stressful.

Principal photography on Escape Vel ocity took place over four weekends from October
24™ through November 16™. During thistime, | got into arather regular schedule. | spent the
week making final preparations for the scenes we were going to shoot that weekend—securing

crew, double-checking props and locations, storyboarding upcoming scenes—and attending to
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pre-production concerns for weekends still to come. On Friday, | would pick up equipment from
the studio and equipment room and bring it to my house. We would shoot Friday afternoon,
Saturday, and Sunday. On Monday | would clean up my house and return the equipment, then

crash and sleep. On Tuesday, the process would start over.

First weekend, October 24" — 26"

| offered Scott the part of Larry on Wednesday, October 22™. Scott worked nights and
John worked mornings, but we had a brief window on Thursday afternoon to run through a quick
rehearsal of some of the key scenes. We read through the two confrontation scenes and worked
through the beats, and | gave Scott some supplementary materials to give him an idea of the kind
of the guy | thought Larry was (among these was a photocopy of Dan Clowes comics featuring
his opinionated hipster Lloyd Llewellyn). We didn’'t have alot of rehearsal time, but Scott and
John seemed to understand the characters' motivations and desires, which set me at ease. |
crossed my fingers and we jumped into production the following day.

We started the shoot Friday night with scenes 38 and 44—the two scenes that take place
in Percy’ s empty bedroom after he's moved out. | had aroommate who was in the process of
moving from the apartment, and | wanted to use his empty room before | sublet it to someone
else. | also chose those scenes because they had no dialogue, which meant Scott didn’t have to
rush to memorize lines. Pushkar set things up with some nice, high-contrast lighting that threw
deep shadows on Scott’ s face, emphasi zing the emptiness of the room and melancholy feel of the
scene. It was agood, easy night for the crew, giving us a chance to work any kinks out before we
got into the intensive dialogue-heavy scenes or location shoots. | hadn’t yet taken the photograph

of Percy and Melindathat | planned to use in scene 44, so we skipped the insert shot of the
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photograph, which | planned to get later in the shoot. After we wrapped, | moved all of my
roommate’s stuff back into the empty room, freeing up the rest of the apartment and giving us
plenty of space in the living room in which to work.

We met at my house on Saturday at 9:00 and drove to Audubon Park to shoot scene 45,
the scene at the band shell where Larry gives Percy his money back. The day started out nice
enough, with light cloud cover, and we got some great long shots of Scott and John from across
the lake. Some very ominous clouds moved in quickly, however, when we went back across the
lake to get our medium shots and close-ups. The sky was amost totally black when it finally
started to rain, and we grabbed the equipment and high-tailed it under the band shell. | decided to
hold out and see if the dark skies would pass over as quickly as they came: a good choice, since
they moved on about 10 minutes later. The skies continued to clear as we shot the rest of the
scene, however, and the resulting shots had varying qualities of light. In al, I don’t think these
differences are too noticeable in the final cut. In some ways they actually benefit the scene, since
John’ s close-ups have a brighter, sunnier aspect than Scott’s, which are more overcast and dark.
Thiswas also the first scene we shot with dialogue, and | think the fact that Scott and John were
still finding the characters and getting familiar with the material helped their performancesin a
scene where Larry and Percy were unsure what to say to each other. We also grabbed scene 10,
the baseball scene, when we were done. It was easy and fun, since | knew the exact angles|
wanted for those shots.

We headed back to the apartment for lunch, then shot scene 2, where Larry and
Percy root through the couch for change and discuss their plans for Barbados. Our momentum
really started to flag at this point, since we were working out the cinematography for the living

room while simultaneously figuring out the best way to block the shots in a scene where the
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characters move quite a bit. My actors were starting to get tired, too, and since they were still on
book, we had to get more takes than usual for each shot. | was also trying to help Scott relax into
the character; he was making some choices | didn’t agree with, and | was having trouble getting
the performance | envisioned. The park and our late lunch had worn us al out, so after we
finished the scene | let the actors go early. My crew and | discussed the scenes we would cover
for the next day, then walked through the apartment and planned out our shots and lighting
schemes. We decided to try and tackle scenes 23 and 24: Larry and Percy’ s big hollering match
regarding Percy’ s flagging interest in Barbados. | knew the actors hadn’t had much time to
memorize the script, but | figured that it would be better to try and get these two heavy-dialogue
scenes out of the way early on. Any other scenes in the apartment would be fairly short and
sweet in comparison, the kind of stuff we could knock out in an hour or two some evening. |
called the actors and told them about our change in plans.

Our preparation Saturday night really paid off; Sunday moved like clockwork. We started
out in my bedroom, shooting scenes 9 and 3, both of which take place in front of Larry’s closet.
My bedroom had only one window, and because of the proximity of the neighbor’s housg, |
didn’t get much natural light. Pushkar did wonders with the lighting, however, setting up scene 3
so that it matched the look of scene 2 from the evening before, then switching gears and making
scene 9 look like it was taking place in the afternoon, with soft daylight spilling in from the
window. While we shot in the bedroom, Ryan Martin moved on to the bathroom and set up the
lighting for scene 23. We were able to move on to scene 23 as soon as we were done with the
bedroom, and we started shooting the master shots while my AD, Britt Pitre, ordered lunch. John
and Scott had spent some down time earlier in the day rehearsing their lines for scenes 23 and

24, and they nailed the scene right off the bat.
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We broke for lunch, then returned to the bathroom and got close-ups while Ryan set up
scene 24. By the time we finished scene 23, the living room was lit and ready to go and we still
had three hours | eft before Scott had to leave for work. With so much time to spend, we were all
ableto relax and focus on the scene. Pushkar and | decided to shoot coverage on Scene 24 since
it had so much dialogue. We blocked out the action with Scott and John, modified our shots to
cover that action as best we could, and then started shooting. By this point, Scott and John really
seemed to have found the characters, and Pushkar and Ryan had even managed to turn my long,
narrow living room—mnotorioudly difficult to shoot in—into something visually and graphically
interesting. We spaced lights down the length of the room to emphasize the depth, and we used
the reflective nature of the ceiling tiles to our advantage: Pushkar lit the rooms so that the ceiling
read as almost pure white on the monitors. The bright ceilings contrasted with the darkness of the
walls and the dimness of the rest of the room, emphasizing the conflict between the characters.

It was a tremendously satisfying day, and it gave me confidence that we could finish the
shoot on time. By the end of the weekend, we had shot six-and-a-half pages, and we had three of

the biggest dialogue scenes completed. It felt wonderful to finally be shooting.

Second Weekend, October 31% — November 2™

On Thursday, October 30", | met Scott, John, and K ate Abreo at the Checkmate Lounge,
where we took the photos that would eventually go in Larry’ s suitcase. | used a disposable
camerafor this, but | wish | had accessto adigital camerainstead. It would have been nice to see
the images as soon as | shot them, especially since | wanted the key photo of Larry and Mary to

look like they had shot it themselves by holding the camera out at arm’s length. | got lucky in
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that one of the photos we took turned out well. Scott’s smile looks alittle funny, but the picture
works finein the context of the film.

| didn’t try to shoot on Halloween, since | knew doing so would be like pulling teeth.
Instead, | planned out my shots for the weekend’ s shoot. We had alate call time of 11:00 on
Saturday since my crew and cast had all been out late celebrating the holiday. A few
crewmembers cel ebrated too intensely, apparently, and were sick on Saturday, leaving me with a
crew of three: Pushkar, Jeff Hartwick, and Jessie Tyson. | left messages for afew potential back-
up crewmembers, after which our little group headed to Audubon Park, where we shot scene 35,
the second scene at the band shell where Percy asks for his half of the money back.

| decided to shoot coverage on this scene for the same reasons that | had on 24: the
amount of dialogue and the movement of the actors. The scene took much longer to shoot,
however, mainly because we were all alittle tired and were working short-handed (although
Sherng-Lee Huang, one of the emergency crewmembers | had called, showed up midway
through the shoot and helped alleviate some of the stress we were under). We also had another
setback in that, as the sun moved, the shadows and the quality of the light kept changing.
Pushkar and | spent a good deal of time moving the actors around to get the best possible light.
The sun aso brought a number of people to the park that hadn’t been there the week before when
it was cloudy. At one point, our shooting was interrupted when someone attending a nearby
birthday party cranked up some Barney records.

We finally wrapped at 4:00, and | took my tired, hungry crew and actors to Subway for
lunch. We headed back to my apartment, but everyone' s energy had flagged noticeably,
especially Scott’s. We shot scene 17, where Percy is talking on the phone to Melinda, then

wrapped for the day.



The weather was beautiful again on Sunday, and we started out with scene 12, which
takes placein Percy’scar. | didn’t want to invest in a professional car mount for a scene that
would run less than a minute in the finished film, and | didn’t feel comfortable mounting the
$5000 JVC DV camerato acar, either. But one afternoon in the equipment room, Pushkar had
assembled a simple, sturdy car mount from an old tripod, the knuckle off a C-stand, and a6” C-
clamp. Wetested it with my lightweight Hi-8 camcorder, and it worked great. | didn’'t have a
miniDV camcorder, however, and | couldn’t talk anyone into letting me borrow one. But Mike
Ryan was willing to let us use his Digital 8 camcorder, and since it was digital, we used the car
mount to attach it to the door of John Richie' struck. We hid lavalier mics behind the sun visors
and ran the cables to the crawlspace behind the seats, where | recorded the audio to DAT tape
and watched afeed from the mounted camera on my little Hi-8 camcorder. Scott, John, and |
found arelatively smooth street and drove up and down it while we shot the scene.

After we' d got scene 12, we broke for lunch, then moved into the courtyard behind my
apartment to shoot scene 11, where Larry and Percy play Hungry Hungry Hippos. | had plenty of
crew members on Sunday, most of whom had gotten to kick back and relax while John, Scott,
and | drove around town. It was hard getting them to focus again after lunch, and scene 11,
which was only 4 shots, took us along time to finish.

Prachi Vij came over after she got off work, arriving when we were in the middle of
shooting scene 11. | had originally hoped to go back to Audubon Park and grab scene 15, where
Percy tries to teach Melindato play catch, but Pushkar convinced me that, because of how sleepy
and punchy everyone was already feeling, we would be crazy to try and move to a new location.
We went inside and grabbed scene 37 instead—where Melinda helps Percy move out—and

then, since we had the living room already lit, we grabbed scene 14—Percy doing sit-ups—as
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well. We wrapped at 5:00. The second weekend was not nearly as productive as the first, but for
a holiday weekend we still managed to get almost four pages shot. What's more, we had al the
big confrontation scenes between Larry and Percy in the can, as well as the weather-dependent

car mount scene.

Third Weekend, November 7" — 9"

The third weekend was the most intensive of the shoot, as we shot the bulk of our
locations this weekend and used ailmost all of the supporting actors that appear in the film. But
since both of our primary locations were near school and since Pushkar was also the equipment
room manager, | was able to leave the bulk of the equipment in the equipment room for the
weekend. | only brought the essential equipment to my house for Friday’ s shoot.

On Friday afternoon, Pushkar, Mike Ryan, and myself met John and Scott at my house
and grabbed scene 16, where Percy grooms himself in the bathroom. Prachi arrived after she got
off work at 4:00, and we went back to Audubon Park to grab the catch scene we had skipped the
previous Sunday. | had hoped to shoot this game of catch on a sunny day, since it had been gray
and overcast in two of our three previous park scenes, but Friday was gray, too. We decided to
go ahead and grab it because we already had all the actors together. | also knew that if really
didn't likeit, | could probably make arrangements to re-shoot it, but at least | would have a
version to fall back on. Pushkar was able to add alot of warmth to the scene, however, by
playing with the white balance on the camera. We shot the scene by the band shell, where one of
the aeration pipes was spraying a jet of water out into the lake, and this spray of water added an

interesting graphic element to the background of the scene. It ended up working nicely.
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We planned to shoot at the Privateer Mart on Saturday, then shoot scenes5 and 7 at my
house, where the courtyard out back would double for the courtyard of the Rusty Nail bar. Our
call time was 12:00, since we couldn’t shoot in the Privateer Mart until it opened. | met Pushkar
and John up at UNO at 11:00, however, and we loaded the Matthews Dolly and the rest of the
equipment into John’ s truck and drove it to the Cove, where we met the rest of the cast and crew
right before noon.

Pushkar and | had scouted the Privateer Mart earlier in the week, and we |learned that we
would not be able to place the actors behind the register as we had originally planned. There was
asandwich counter off to the side, however, and we decided to use that counter for the scenesin
the script that took place at the checkout line. We hoped that, with the right angles, the audience
would simply assume that the “register” was hidden from view. There was arack of chips next to
the sandwich counter, and we decided to stage scene 8, which originally took place at the
register, at the chip rack instead, with Percy stocking the shelves rather than ringing up
customers. It was a quick fix that ended up saving us a bunch of time: shooting at the register as|
had originally planned would have interfered with the Privateer Mart’s normal operations,
slowing everyone down. As it was, the Privateer Mart kept getting waves of people, and we had
to wait for them to leave during those scenes that required sound.

We grabbed scene 8—where Percy and Larry talk while Percy stocks chips—first since it
was the most involved scene. After that, we moved on to scene 28, the Saints fan scene. By this
time it was mid-afternoon and the number of customers had considerably thinned; we were able
to get the two different angles of scene 28 relatively quickly. It was getting close to sundown
when we finished, but we were able to move quickly from here on out. We wrapped sound and

set up the dolly tracks while Jessie Tyson and Angel Osbourne headed to my house, where they
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dressed the courtyard with Christmas lights and candles for the evening’ s shoot. We got the dolly
in on Scott from scene 36, then moved the camerato one of the aisles of the Privateer Mart. Kate
Abreo and | got the shots of her walking down the aisle for scene 36 by ourselves while the rest
of my crew broke down the equipment and returned everything we didn’t need for that night to
the equipment room. By the time Kate and | were done, everyone else was ready for the
company move to my apartment.

The crew and | arrived at my apartment after dark. Jessie and Angel had done a great job
setting up the backyard, and Scott and John Richie were aready relaxing at the table back there.
Maggie Mariolis and Lucas Harms arrived shortly thereafter. | discussed scenes 5 and 7 with the
actors while Pushkar and the crew set up the lights and sound.

In the script, scene 7 reads, “ Steve explains the nuances of tax law to Jennifer” without
specifying any dialogue. | decided to try out John Richie’s suggestion that Steve instead tell
Jennifer the story of how Mary broke Larry’ s heart. John aso suggested that Larry could be
oblivious to Mary’s cheating on him as akind of silly joke. | decided to giveit atry, and | asked
Lucasis hewas up for alot of improvising. He was game.

We broke quickly for dinner, then got to work. Not only was Lucas' s improvisation
funny, but all of the actors did a great job of responding to him and going with the flow. That
evening was one of the most pleasurable experiences of the entire shoot—nice breeze, actors
having fun playing off each other, crew relaxed and enjoying the performances, no pressure to
hurry up and move onto something else, and everyone fat and happy on pizza and enjoying the
work.

Sunday began the same as Saturday: | met Pushkar and John at UNO at 11:00, since we

wouldn’t be able to shoot at the Checkmate Lounge until it opened at noon. We loaded the tracks
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and dolly and other equipment into John Richie s truck and met the rest of the crew and cast at
the Checkmate. We tackled scene 4 first, since it had the most dialogue and because it was set at
the bar itself, which we anticipated would fill with customers as the day wore on. Diana Jackson
and Cali Pomes, two UNO film students, played the girls who shoot down Larry and Percy’s
advances, and the three of us worked out some funny lines for them to use in regjecting the boys.
My strategy of shooting for coverage on the dialogue scenes backfired on mein thisinstance,
because the owner of the bar began to get agitated with us when we finished scene 4 and moved
over into abooth for scene 34. He didn’t realize, | guess, that we intended to shoot the whole
day, and we had been asking the patrons of the bar to refrain from talking while we shot. Pushkar
talked to him and explained that this was the last scene that required sound, and he seemed
agreeable. The other patrons of the bar even offered to be quiet during the close-up takes, which
was areal help in persuading him to let us continue. | tried to smooth over relations with the bar
owner by buying a number of pitchers of beer for use as props and by tipping the bartender well
when | paid the tab.

With the dialogue-heavy scenes wrapped, we were free to move to the back of the bar
and get out of the patrons’ way. We first tackled the dolly shot where we push in on Larry as he
sits surrounded by Percy, Melinda, Steve, and Jennifer, which allowed usto wrap Lucas and
Maggie and move the dolly tracks out of the bar and back into the truck. We then shot the few
remaining scenes with Scott so that he could leave for work at 5:00. We finished up the day with
the shots of Percy and Melinda meeting and talking, as well as a quick cutaway of Mike
Postalakis playing video poker. My professor Steve Hank, responding to my second draft of the
script, had suggested that the scene where Percy and Melinda meet was alittle flat and that |

should rewrite it so that the audience understands why Percy is so attracted to Melinda. |
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wrestled with this rewrite for awhile, and finally decided to simply switch Percy and Melinda's
lines so that Melinda hits on Percy instead. It's not a perfect solution, but | think it addresses
Steve's concerns and | like the simplicity of it.

Once we finished the dial ogue-intensive scenes, shooting at the Checkmate was quite a
lot of fun. A number of the regulars seemed to enjoy watching us work, and they laughed and
joked with us when we weren’t shooting. We wrapped at 7:00, took the equipment back to the
equipment room, and then my crew and | went to a different bar to relax. Weekend three had
been the most productive weekend of the shoot by far. We had shot over seven pages, and we

had most of the difficult stuff in the can. It was a huge weight off my shoulders.

Fourth weekend, November 14"- 16"

| had scheduled our trip to Pensacola for Friday, November 14™. | originally planned to
shoot in Pensacolawith asimple crew of just Justin and Pushkar, so that we three and Scott
could al ride over in one car. Ryan Martin offered to drive himself, however, since he was
interested in coming along to the beach for the shoot. Since we now had two cars, | initially
hoped that Diana and Cali could come with usto the beach to play the women who Larry meets
at the end of the story. | liked the idea that the girls who respond to Larry’s hello on the beach
look remarkably similar to the girls who rejected him in the bar earlier. Diana was unable to join
us, however, so | spent the bulk of the week trying to contact actors in Pensacola who might be
interested in being in the film. | finally got in touch with Laura Crolla and Jenevieve Frank, two
actors in the theater program at the University of West Floridain Pensacola. They agreed to meet

us at East Park in Pensacola Beach at noon on Friday.
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Our call time on Friday was for 7:00 at the PAC at UNO. Justin, Cali, Pushkar,
Ryan, and | were al there by 7:15, but Scott was nowhere to be found. | called him from my cell
phone repeatedly, but with no answer. We went to a nearby Burger King to grab breakfast, and
Ryan and | checked our tire pressure and filled our tanks with gas.

| finally heard from Scott around 8:00. He had slept through his alarm and the phone calls
and was rushing to get to us. Since he was coming from the West Bank in the middle of rush
hour traffic, he didn’t expect to get to UNO until ailmost 9:00. | was disappointed at our late start,
but | knew that we could still get all of our shots even if we didn’t leave New Orleans until
10:00. It was approximately four hours to Pensacola, and | figured that as long as we started
shooting by 3:00 pm, we would be fine. Plus, the weather was beautiful, and | wanted to take
advantage of this great beach day while we had it.

Scott arrived at UNO right after nine, and we caravanned to Pensacola Beach. | called
Laura and Jenevieve on the way and told them about our change in plans. We got to East Park
around 1:30, and it was exactly as Tom Roush had described it: perfect white sand, bright blue
water, very little development, and amost totally deserted. Some of the crew who had wondered
earlier why we didn’t just go to Biloxi now understood why we had to come all this way.
Everyone was simply blown away by how beautiful the beach was.

| sent Scott, Cali, and Ryan back into town to pick up lunch while Justin, Pushkar, and |
scouted the beach for the best locations. We decided to stay right at the parking lot we'd first
turned into, as it had a bathroom. We started off after lunch by shooting Scott walking down the
boardwalk and then down the beach. We then moved down to the water’ s edge and got the shots

of Scott opening the suitcase. The sun was already starting to head towards the horizon at this
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point, so we tried to move as quickly as possible in order to get everything we needed before the
light changed too much.

Laura and Jenevieve arrived when we were shooting the scenes at the water’s edge, and |
was excited to see that they vaguely resembled Cali and Dianain build, hair color, and hair style:
| would be able to get that symmetry after all! We shot the scenes with Laura and Jenevieve, then
moved quickly back to the parking lot and got the shots of Scott leaving his car, which | had |eft
for last because they weren’t essential. Once we finished them, however, we had plenty of time
to relax and record some Foley sounds, ambience, and wild tracks while simultaneously getting
some great cutaways of the beach and the sun setting into the water. After dark, we retired to Peg
Leg Pete's, a seafood restaurant that Laura and Jenevieve had recommended. This was, without a
doubt, the best day of shooting we had. Relaxed, rewarding work, wonderful weather, beautiful
location, good friends, and a good meal at the end of the day. | drove home very relaxed, with
the bulk of the shoot under my belt.

For the rest of the weekend, we shot at my apartment with Scott as our only actor. On
Saturday, we wrapped Larry’ s bedroom by shooting the remaining scenes involving the money
jar and the suitcase in the closet (scenes 21, 26, 27, and 44). These were easy scenes and set-ups,
since we' d aready worked out the lighting scheme on earlier weekends. We finished up for the
day with scene 50, where Larry starts packing and we follow him with a hand-held camera.

The film begins as we dolly out from a photo of the beach, and it’ s this photo that Larry
has in his suitcase at the end of the film. I originally planned to find an attractive photo of a
beach and use that as the key photo, but in Pensacola | hit upon the idea of taking a picture of
Pensacola Beach from the same angle as one of our shots. This way, not only would the photo’s

caption lure Larry to Pensacola, but he would actually end up walking into very own photo in the
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film, an effect similar to the ending of the Coen Brothers' Barton Fink where the final shot
resembles the painting on the wall of Barton’s hotel room.

Before Saturday’ s shoot, | took the photos | snapped the day before in Pensacolato the
one-hour developer at Eckerd drug store. When we wrapped for the day, | picked up the pictures
and drove to Justin Thomason’s house. | brought a photo of the beach in Pensacolaas well asa
photo | had taken in St. Maarten. Justin scanned the photos into Photoshop and replaced the flat
sky in the Pensacola photo with the more dynamic sky from the St. Maarten photo. He then
added the caption identifying the beach as Pensacola Beach, and added text around the image to
make it look like it had been printed in a magazine. It took Justin the better part of the evening to
create theimage, and | spent most of that time running errands and drawing storyboardsin
preparation for the next day’ s shoot.

Justin had a problem printing the photo from his computer, so he transferred the
Photoshop image to a portable USB drive, which | took to Kinko’sto print. | couldn’t get the
computers at Kinko’sto print the file, and the lone staff member working that night couldn’t
either. When | finally gave up, it was just past two in the morning and we had a 9:00 am call
time. | prayed that Justin might know how to solve the problem in the morning and went to bed.

| was tired as a dog Sunday morning, but | kept myself going with sweets and caffeine.
We started off outside my apartment with scenes 49 and 54, exterior scenes that take place as
Larry is preparing to move. We then moved inside to finish the living room scenes, most of
which involved the wall of photos.

| had been calling Justin all morning, but was unable to get a hold of him. | explained the
photo issue to Pushkar and Ryan Martin, who was sound mixing that day. Ryan thought he might

be able to solve the problem. He took Justin’s USB drive to his house as we started to light the
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living room, and was back in 30 minutes with two great-looking prints. He hadn’t had any
problems at all accessing the files and printing them up, and | still don’t understand what had
kept the rest of us from succeeding. Now that we had the photo we needed, though, we were
ready to start shooting.

We got scene 47—where Scott rips the photos down off the wall—first, using the
disposable photos Jessie had originally hung there. As Pushkar set up the lights for scene 20, |
replaced the disposable photos with the beach photos that we wanted to use for the finished wall.
| placed the Justin’ s magazine page right in the center. We shot scene 20 at the wall, then
wrapped Scott’ s living room scenes by shooting scene 30, where Larry roots through the couch
for more change, then decides to sell the TV. We broke for lunch, then moved into the kitchen
and shot scene 47, where Larry throws his photos away, then fishes the Pensacola photo from the
top of the heap. Three shots in, Pushkar fiddled with the white balance on the camera and
managed to give the sunlight spilling in through the windows a really warm, setting sun feeling,
which made the pink walls go coral. It looked very beachy, perfect for our purposes. We moved
to the refrigerator and shot scene 33, where Scott spills his beer. Scott was wrapped for principal
photography, and he took a nap on the couch while the rest of us set up the dolly tracks and got
the opening dolly shot for scene 1. We grabbed a few cutaways of the wall and some Foley
effects, and then, while the crew packed up the equipment, Pushkar and | woke Scott up and got
the insert shots of the interior of the suitcase, which we hadn’t gotten at the beach in the interest
of time. With those shots done, we wrapped principa photography. We had shot three-and-a-half
pages for the weekend and, except for afew simple shots and the scene where Percy finds the
money at the gas station, we were finished shooting. | shook everyone' s hands, said good-bye,

and crashed to bed.



Pick-ups and Second Unit Shooting

The next week, | drove to Florida for awedding, then visited my family for
Thanksgiving. During this time, | was making plans to get the remaining shots we needed:
contacting the actorsin order to ascertain their schedules and trying to secure the locations,
primarily the BP station on the North Shore. | finally talked to the owner of the BP right before
Thanksgiving, and she agreed to |et me shoot there on the afternoon of Sunday, December 14™.

| returned to New Orleans from Florida on Wednesday, December 3 and set to work. |
contacted the Nims Center about reserving the JVC DV camera and was able to use it for the
bulk of the week of December 8". | scouted a number of pawnshopsin the area and found one,
Phoenix Pawn on Clearview, that was amenable to my shooting there. | reserved equipment from
the equipment room for the weekend of December 12"-14™, put together a crew, and informed
John Richie and Prachi Vij of our schedule.

| spent the bulk of the next week picking up the small shots| still needed. In some ways,
getting this last little group of shots was as stressful as the four weeks of principal photography
had been because | had to exert agreat deal more effort per shot. Pushkar planned to return to
India at the end of the semester and was very busy preparing for his move, so | lit and operated
the camera myself during the second unit shooting. Chris Leigh, who had recently defended his
thesis, was my sole crew for the majority of these shots.

| started off the week by borrowing Mike Ryan’s Digital 8 camcorder again and shooting
Larry’s POV shots out the window for scene 12, the car scene. We used the Digital 8 camcorder
to ensure that these shots would match our other car shots, and we shot two versions of the

“reveal” POV shot: one where there’ s an empty corner where Mary was standing, and one where
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aguy is standing there (I played the guy). After getting our car shots, we went down to Audubon
Park and got some quick shots of Kate to cut into scene 7, when Steve is telling the story of
Larry’s break-up.

On Tuesday, | met up with Scott, Chris, and Patrick Roberts, and we took my car (which
doubles as Larry’s car in the movie) down to the soccer fields behind the Audubon Zoo. We
parked the car and shot the low angle up on Larry for scene 55, when he drives to the beach. By
shooting alow angle and opening the aperture until the sky outside the window went white, |
hoped to fool people into thinking that the car was actually moving. We got the reverse angle—
Larry’s POV of the suitcase—and then re-shot the insert of the interior of the suitcase for the
final scene at the beach. | was concerned that the lighting we used when we originally got this
shot might read as too artificial. The natural light at the soccer field matched the rest of the beach
scene almost exactly.

Tuesday night John and Prachi came to my apartment, where we snapped a number of
different photos to use as the photo Larry findsin Percy’s closet in scene 38, the very first scene
we had shot. After picking up the devel oped photos Wednesday evening, | lit the empty bedroom
in my apartment similarly to how Pushkar lit it the first night of the shoot and took the insert
shots of the photo by myself.

| had planned a scene in the movie where Larry has a garage sale to get rid of most of his
possessions before he moves. | wanted to have asimilar sale, and | planned to do both at once:
thisway, | figured, | wouldn’t have to dress a set or search for extras. We planned the garage sale
and the shoot for Saturday, December 13™. New Orleans got hit with along string of
thunderstorms that day, and we were forced to move the garage sale inside. Needless to say, |

didn’t get abig turn out. When the sky started to clear later in the day, Chris Leigh and | brought
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anumber of items outside and we got the garage sale shot in my driveway, without extras and
with what looked like a pretty staged garage sale. It looked good enough for a 10-second scene
however, so | was happy.

On Sunday morning, | met Scott at the Phoenix Pawn shop, and we got some quick shots
of him carrying his guitars and television into the shop for scenes 31 and 52. | returned the TV
and guitars to my house, then met John, Prachi, Justin Thomason, and Brandon Dauzat at UNO.
We drove to the Oak Harbor BP on the North Shore and prepared to shoot scene 46, where Percy
finds all the money in his envelope. When | scouted the BP store, | hadn’t taken the timeto
consider where | would be placing the camera and where the sun would be in the sky when we
were shooting. When we got to the BP, the relationship between the sun, the pumps, and the
building was different than | had recalled it, and the blocking and camera set-ups | had in my
mind wouldn’t work. We had to take some time to re-block the scene so that the actors would be
in the sun, but so we could also fill the background of the frame with space, plants, and treesin
order to emphasize that Percy and Melinda had left New Orleans. We were losing light pretty
quickly as the sun dropped behind the building and we had to keep repositioning the actors and
moving out of the shadows. We finally got all the shots, however, and we wrapped around 6:00.

On Monday, December 15", | reviewed the DV tapes and decided that John’s close-up
shots from the gas station were too dark. | called John, and he met me at my apartment. Were-
shot his close-ups in the courtyard behind my house, using a 650W DeSisti Fresnel lamp to
simulate the direct rays of the setting sun. The effect was pretty good, and we got a number of
good takes. We broke down the rest of the equipment and | returned the DV camerato the studio.

The last shot | got was Tuesday afternoon. | borrowed Justin’s Canon XL1 miniDV

camcorder and got afew quick shots of Scott and John dressed as cowboys at the
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Uptown Costume Shop on Magazine Street. | was finally done, six weeks after the date | had
originally aimed for, but | had still met my most important goal — to wrap production before the
end of the year so that | could move to Florida as planned. | returned the camera and the rest of

the equipment, boxed up the 14 mini DV and Digital 8 tapeswe'd shot, and started packing.
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CHAPTER 5: POST PRODUCTION

| moved from New Orleans just before New Year’s Eve, and | spent the first two weeks
of 2004 unpacking and getting settled. Then | began searching for an editing workstation on
which to edit my film.

| did not know much about computers, and my research took me about aweek. | realy
took my time in researching and considering my options, partly because of the cost involved and
partly because | wanted to make sure that | didn’t make any mistakes that might slow down my
editing. In some ways, | felt like | was stranded in Florida, and | would have to deal with any
problems that arose on my own. | wanted to nip any potential computer problems in the bud.

| considered Premiere Pro, Final Cut Pro, and AVID Xpress Pro as my editing system,
and | looked at computers from Hewlett Packard, Dell, and Apple, as well as specialized turnkey
PCs built specifically for video editing. In the end, | chose AVID's Xpress Pro system since |
was familiar with AVID’ s other products and felt that | would experience a shorter learning
curve with Xpress Pro than with the other editing systems. | also chose a turnkey system from
DVLinein Colorado. My system had a 3.0 GHz Pentium 4 processor, one GB of DDR 400
RAM, an 80 GB system drive, a 240 GB media storage drive consisting of two 120 GB SATA
drives striped together in a RAID configuration, an NVidia GeForce FX 5600 graphics card, a
Sound Blaster Audigy 2 ZS Platinum sound card with a front panel featuring multiple sound
inputs, and a DV D burner. Although DVLine didn’t offer the extensive on-site technical support

that Hewlett Packard, my second choice, did, they still offered toll-free tech support by phone.
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More importantly, | was able to get all of the specs | wanted in a single system for about $2200,
about $500 cheaper than asimilar system from HP, which still wouldn’'t have had all the features
that the DV Line system offered. What's more, DV Line was able to sell me Xpress Pro at the
student discount price, gave me a specia price on Sonic Reel DV D, and made sure both programs
were loaded and running properly on my computer before they shipped it.

| ordered my computer on January 22™, 2004. The system was going to take a few weeks
to build, so | spent the time working on my thesis book and visiting friends and family. My
computer arrived on February 9™. | plugged it in and set to work.

| did not have my own miniDV camera but | was able to borrow a bare bones Sony
miniDV camcorder from afriend. | hooked it up to my system and was very pleased when
Xpress Pro recognized the cameraimmediately, allowing me to control the playback controls of
the camera from the AVID application. | started logging and digitizing footage. | was seeing
much of my footage for the very first time, and | was excited to see that it looked great. At first, |
noticed small glitchesin the playback of clipswithin the AVID application—a distortion like a
ripple moving across the image during shots with alot of movement. | output afew filesto seeif
these glitches were present in the finished media and breathed a sigh of relief when they were
not. (I assume that the glitches | saw were simply caused by the high-intensity processing
required to play back clipswith alot of motion.)

Because we had recorded most of our sound directly to the miniDV tape, | was able to
organize my clipsinto bins and start cutting right away without having to sync up my sound.
There were afew clips—the car mount shots and those shots where we put the camera up in the
closet for a high-angle shot—where we had to record double-system sound, and the challenge |

now faced was getting that sound from my DAT tapes into my computer. By the time | wrapped
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my shoot in December, UNO had closed for the fall semester, and | had focused on my move
rather than on getting into the Spectral audio workstation and transferring my sound. The Sound
Blaster card | had ordered from DV Line had SPDIF inputs, which would have allowed meto run
SPDIF cables directly from a DAT recorder into the computer and transfer my sound at home.
DV Line had made a mistake, however, and installed a Sound Blaster card that lacked SPDIF
inputs. | called a number of recording studiosto see if they might be able to help me, but | ended
up sending my DAT tapes back to New Orleans, where Justin Thomason transferred the two
tapes into his computer, converted them to WAV files, and burned them to aCD. | loaded the
WAV files onto my computer, cut them up in AVID, synced them with my slates, and got to
work.

| finished a rough cut of the film on February 29, 2003. The rough cut ran 32 minutes. It
was extremely satisfying to finally see my story cometo life, even if it was still padded and
loose. When | first watched the completed sequence where Larry gives Percy his money back—
with atemporary sound track and everything—I nearly became choked up. The scene played like
areal movie and, what's more, | found myself affected by the story and the characters. | was
moved, and | hoped other people would be, too.

| showed the rough cut to my thesis advisors, as well asto a number of friends. They
helped me pinpoint places where the movie was slow, or where there were significant jump cuts
or problems with the editing. | set to work on the fine cut, determined to cut at least 6 minutes
out of the film.

The fine cut was difficult for two main reasons: first, as | watched the same footage over
and over again, it became more and more difficult to distinguish between different versions of a

scene. Thiswas especialy problematic when working with AVID’ s trim tool to change a



51

particular cut. Different versions of a cut started to seem like those picture games where you're
asked to find six differences between two identical panels. The more | worked on the fine cut,
the harder it was to find the problems in the material, just as it had been when | was writing the
script. Unlike the script, however, | didn’t have the luxury of sharing my alternate scenes and
cuts with colleagues and professors, the most significant drawback of my decision to move to
Florida

The second problem was that | spent so much time focused on the timing of individual
shotsthat | lost my sense of how the scenes played, both alone and in relation to each other. |
started to look at each shot with an understanding of what it was supposed to do, rather than what
it was actually doing. | would anticipate an upcoming shot—" OK, here comes the reaction of
Larry that tells us he' s angry” —and then as soon as | got the message of that shot, | cut it. But
because | anticipated the shot’ s narrative purpose before | saw it, the amount of time it took me
to respond to the shot was much shorter than anormal viewer would need. When | showed my
first version of the fine cut to my parents, they were perplexed by what they regarded as near-
subliminal shots. What's more, they completely missed aspects of the story that they had picked
up on in the slower-paced rough cut. It’s amost as if some shots that seemed reasonable to me
by themselves zipped past so quickly in the finished cut that my parents' brains completely
disregarded or overlooked them. | had managed to cut 6 minutes out of the film, but | then | had
to go back and re-cut my fine cut with an eye towards pacing and flow.

| decided to try and edit my sound with the equalizing and sound editing functions
provided astoolsin AVID Xpress Pro. | didn’t have timeto return to New Orleans and go
through the process of recording ADR, and | wanted to challenge myself to seeif | could clean

up the sound with my AVID program. | faced many of the same noise problems that other
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filmmakers face in sound editing—especialy in the scenes at the bar and the quickie mart, where
we were unable to turn off the refrigeration units that produced noticeable hums. Although my
sound is not Hollywood perfect, | think it servesits purpose.

My friend Matt Stitt isamusician and songwriter, and | used his compositions to score
the film. | think his music serves the film well. | was listening to two of his CDs back in the
summer of 2003 as | wrote the script, so his music was been intimately connected with the
development of the film from the very beginning. | think his music gives the film a polish that

many of my previous films have lacked.
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CHAPTER 6: CONCLUSION

| learned quite alot while making thisfilm. | learned all of the things that you might
expect to learn by undertaking such an endeavor—technical tips regarding lighting, sound
recording, camera operation, and the like. The most valuable lessons | learned, however, involve
the skills necessary to nurture a project like this from idea to completion and to persuade people
to help you realize your vision.

| am very proud of the finished version of Escape Velocity. | think the story isintriguing,
the images look great, and the performances are some of the strongest | have seen in a student
film. I think the strengths of the film are attributable not to me, but to the months | spent mulling
the story over before ever sitting down to write the script. The time that | spent actively working
out the story gave me the confidence to begin the production process. I'm not a gifted
cinematographer and | don’t think of my story in terms of light, but the work | put into knowing
the story helped me to talk with Pushkar and Ryan about the purpose of each scene and theroleiit
played in the whole film. I’'m not particularly adept in speaking with actors in the language of
thelir craft, but | think the time | spent with my note cards allowed me to effectively answer the
guestions they had and to help them understand the characters and the story. Knowing the story
allowed me to help other people understand what | was shooting for.

| think a number of aspects of the film could be improved. | wish | had more time to
spend with the sound to get it top notch. There are shots in the film that could be better, or that

aren't lit perfectly (mostly the ones | lit myself). If | had more time, | would have liked to work
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on the script even more. Asit stands, | think the majority of the film’s problems stem from the
script. | think the beginning is alittle slow as | set the pieces of the story in place; it takes awhile
to get going. | feel like the film is structured around two or three conversations/confrontations
between Larry and Percy, and | think that some of the material that comes between these fights
feel like padding, like we're biding time until the next fight scene. In that sense, | feel likel
didn’t fully realize my goal of creating afilm where the story is told through events rather than
speeches. | think | could have brought some of the underlying points that motivated the story
more to the surface. | think the film could have been funnier.

There are also some things | would have changed about the way | worked. Although |
worked very hard producing Escape Velocity, | think | could have structured and spent some of
my time better. With better planning, | might even have been able to meet my initial deadline of
wrapping the shoot by October. | think detailed goal setting early on in the process would have
helped me work smarter and faster.

| also wish that | had storyboarded the entire film. | storyboarded a number of the film’'s
scenes, and | drew detailed shot diagrams for others. All in all, | probably planned out about half
of the film in advance. But | would have liked the experience of storyboarding the entire film, so
that | could almost sit back and watch it in my head before we shot a single frame. | think of
storyboarding as the visual equivaent of the note card work | did early on: while the note cards
get you thinking about the events of the story, the storyboards get you thinking of the visual
structure through which you'll present that story. | would have liked to have a more fully
realized visual sense of the film when we started production.

All in all, though, | am proud of the film. | think the film is an accurate manifestation of

my original vision for the script, and audiences that | have shown it to thus far respond to the



emotional core of the story. In that sense, | have met my original goal of producing afilm that

showcases my ability to tell astory visualy.
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1. EXT. TROPI CAL BEACH - DAY

A tall palmstretches out over the sugar-white sand. The ocean is
enerald green. A few billow ng cumul ous clouds hang in the sky.
We hear the regular SWEEP of waves breaking, the CALLING of

gulls, and the ring of STEEL DRUMS. But nothi ng noves. Not the
sea, not the clouds, not the pal ns.

We PULL BACK slowy to discover that this image is a photo ripped
froma magazi ne and thunb-tacked to the wall of...

2. INT. LARRY and PERCY' S PAD - NI GHT

We pul|l back further to find the photo surrounded by others with
a simlar Caribbean thene. The photos of clean beaches and bl ue
waves contrast the dark, stuffy apartnent. This place is a hole,
lit by the flicker of TV and fluorescent lights. A d pizza boxes
and take-out bags clutter the table. A fly buzzes up out of an
abandoned gl ass.

LARRY PI PE stands next to the couch. He is in his late twenties,
runpl ed and poorly grooned in a hip, indie-rock way. He is a man
of big plans and few acconplishments. He is pulling cushions off
t he couch, searching underneath them

LARRY
In 50 years, Percy, New Oleans w |l
be underwater. G obal warm ng? A well
-pl aced hurricane? |I’mno prognosti cator.
But you'll be able to scuba dive in
the French Quarter, ny friend.

He drops the cushion he’s hol di ng. PERCY KNUCKLE clinbs up from
under the coffee table. Like Larry, he is no slave to fashion. He
is slightly greasy, but with a friendly grin and a good nature -
the kind of guy who orders mlk at a restaurant. He holds out a
handful of change, which Larry takes.

PERCY
Maybe all that water will clear out
the snell.

LARRY

Wbul dn’t count on it. 600 years of
dried beer and piss doesn’t just
rinse off.

Larry noves on to the next cushion.
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PERCY
There’ Il be some drunk fish sw mm ng
around.

LARRY

Inlittle spirals.

Not hi ng under here. He puts the cushion back.

LARRY
One nore reason to nove to Barbados.
When New Ol eans goes under, we’' |l be

ki cki ng back at our bar on the beach,
wat ching the sun sink into the ocean
and checki ng out the babes.

He picks up the | ast cushion.

LARRY
Jackpot!

He scoops up a handful of change.
3. INT. LARRY'S ROOM CLOSET - N GHT

Larry pulls open the doors to his closet. On the top shelf, next
to a battered old suitcase, sits an old Utz pretzel jar half ful
of change and crunpled dollar bills. A hand-lettered sign taped
to it reads “BAR FUND'. Larry takes it down.

LARRY
Got your donation?

Percy reaches into his shirt, pulls out a $20 and drops it into
the jar. Larry tosses his change in, then adds a wad of bills
fromhis pocket.

PERCY
How nmuch | onger, you think?

Larry shakes the jar, studies it.

LARRY
Well, we’ve probably got a couple
hundred right here. Wien you consi der
our respective incones and net worth,
then subtract the noving and start-up
costs - property and inventory and
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LARRY (cont’ d)
whatnot - | figure we could open our
pl ace in Barbados w thin..

A pause while he figures. Percy waits.

LARRY
...seventeen nonths? O course...

He fishes a few bills fromthe jar.

LARRY (cont’d)
Al'l that figuring hel ped nme devel op
a powerful thirst.

Percy grins.

PERCY
W can’t just open a bar w thout doing
alittle research first.

Percy exits. Larry puts the jar back up on the shelf, grabs an
old plaid sport coat off a hanger. The suitcase catches his eye,
and he stares at it for a long nonment. He kisses his fingers,
touches the suitcase, and | eaves.

4. INT. “RUSTY NAIL" BAR - N GHT

The Rusty Nail is a confortable, neighborhood pub. Percy and
Larry sit on stools at the bar, nursing their glasses of beer. A
pair of college-aged wonen sidle up next to themat the bar,
order drinks. Larry elbows Percy in the ribs, then leans in
towards them

LARRY
Howzit going, |adies?

Not hing. The girls take their drinks and head towards a table.
Larry turns back to Percy.

LARRY
They’'re all the same, man.

PERCY
Hear t br eaker s.

LARRY
Soul -crushers. But no matter. We're
keepi ng our eyes on the prize.
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PERCY
The swayi ng pal ns. The coral bl ue
wat er .

LARRY
That sweet suck of line. The beer -
so col d.

They click their glasses together, take big pulls off their
beers.

STEVE (o0.s.)
Where ny dogz at?

Larry closes his eyes, w nces.

LARRY
St eve...

PERCY
Ah, don’t be such a Mary. He' s not
such a bad guy. And he buys the drinks.

LARRY
That he does, Perce.

STEVE PARI SH enters and sl aps Larry and Percy on the back. He is
an slightly ol der guy who has never wanted for noney, an ex-frat-
boy grown up in appearance alone. As a result, he talks a little
too loud, acts a little too hip, and dresses a little too young.

Hs girlfriend JENNIFER is sidled up against him Pure eye candy:
she’s a little too young too.

STEVE
What up, hom es?

LARRY and PERCY (deep voi ces)
St eeeeeevvvveeee!

STEVE
Let’s grab sonme pitchers, guys, and
get a table.

5. EXT. RUSTY NAIL COURTYARD - LATER THAT NI GHT

The quartet sits at a little wire table in a courtyard behind the
Rusty Nail. A few enpty drained pitchers rest on the table. Larry
and Steve sit next to each other, so they can argue. Percy and
Jenni fer are pushed to the sides, where they watch.
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STEVE
Have you consi dered the sheer vol une
of taxes you'll be paying?
LARRY
Well, hell.you gotta pay taxes anywhere,
you know?
STEVE

Yes, but on an island, everything you
sell at your bar will be an inport.
Tariffs and shit.

JENNI FER
Watch out for the death card!

STEVE
No, baby, ‘tariffs’.

Larry just stares at them Percy starts to | ook around the bar,
bor ed.

LARRY (to Steve)
Man, what the hell would you know
about it anyway?

STEVE
Look, man, when | inherited that noney
fromny uncle...

Percy takes his glass and heads inside. Larry doesn’t even
notice. His squints his eyes, trying to figure out what exactly
Steve’'s point is.

6. INT. RUSTY NAIL - N GHT

Percy wal ks through the bar, checking to see if anything
interesting is going on in here. A young worman, MELI NDA BUNDT,
sits at the bar next to a group of her friends, who are al
standi ng. She | ooks plain next to them- she dresses nore
conservatively and wears | ess makeup. She watches their
conversation fromoutside. Percy catches her eye. He nods, raises
his glass. She smles. He approaches her.

PERCY
Howzit goin’ ?

She turns towards him a little surprised, and sm | es.
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VEL| NDA
Hi .

They begin to chat.
7. EXT. COURTYARD - NI GHT

Larry sits, staring straight ahead and frowni ng, as Steve
expl ai ns the nuances of tax law to Jennifer. Larry closes his
eyes. \When he noves, Larry sees MARY HOUSTON standing in the
center of the courtyard. She is striking, her |long brown hair
swayi ng as she approaches Larry. She smles warnmly. Larry closes
his eyes, smles. Wien he opens them she is gone.

He | ooks up through the palmfronds at the stars.

LARRY
Bar bados.

He takes a sip of his drink. Steve and Jennifer continue to talk
next to him

LARRY (sound advance)
K, just so we’'re clear on this, Steve
is not com ng to Barbados.

8. INT. QUICKIE MART - DAY

Percy stands at the register, ringing up a WOMAN s purchases.
Larry | eans agai nst the counter behind him doing nothing in
particular. They are wearing matching shirts with nanmes stitched
over the pockets.

LARRY (cont’d)
That guy tal ked ny ear off about tax
law for two hours |ast night. And he
dr opped out of |aw school.

PERCY (to woman)
$9. 27
(to Larry)
" msure it wasn’'t two whol e hours.

LARRY
You didn't sit through it, Myjo Risin' .
Wor ki ng your magic with the | adies.

Percy grins. He puts the woman’s noney in the regi ster and hands
her the change.
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LARRY
So didja nail that chick?

The woman gives Larry a dirty | ook as she | eaves. Percy waits
until she’s gone to answer.

PERCY
|’ m pleading the fifth.

He grins.

LARRY
No | uck, huh?

PERCY
Melinda’ s not the kind of girl you
“nail” on the first date, Larry.

LARRY
| see. She likes to “make-a the sweet,
sweet | ove” instead?

Percy starts to | augh.

PERCY
| wouldn’t know. But we had a really
good tine together. She s just.wow.

He raises his eyebrows, turns to | ook at Larry. Larry studies him
for a nonent.

LARRY
Well, alright then.

Percy | ooks off into space, renenbering.

PERCY
She snells really good. Like cinnanon
And she’s so cool ...

9. INT. LARRY' S ROOM - DAY

In front of the closet. Larry and Percy each take the change from
their pockets and drop it in the “BAR FUND' jar, which Larry
holds. He is listening attentively.

PERCY
.dinton wal ks right up to her, puts
hi s hand on her shoulder. Asks if he
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PERCY (cont’ d)
can sit in on the next one. She played
saxophone with the freakin president.

LARRY
No!

PERCY
True story. Apparently, he sucks,
t hough.

10. EXT. AUDUBON PARK - DAY

It’s a beautiful day. Grls are sunbathing, dorky guys are
rollerblading, famlies are riding bikes around the |ake. Larry
and Percy stand in an open patch of ground, tossing a basebal
back and forth. They have changed into their regul ar clothes.

PERCY
So what she did, see, was she took the
Fi nl ey- Coopersmth head off the rotary
socket and filed it down with an
Ai nsworth 409 pernmagraph. That way, it
fit the 180 socket just fine. So, of
course, she got the job

Percy waits expectantly for Larry to | augh. Larry searches for
the right response.

LARRY
Aces.

11. EXT. PORCH - A DI FFERENT DAY

Larry and Percy sit at a table on the porch, a “Hungry Hungry

H ppos” game on the counter between them Larry focuses on the
gane. Percy is staring into space, talking. He rests his hand on
hi s hi ppo, but only occasionally presses his | ever down.

PERCY
She turned to the other little girl
and said, “It’s not “bisgetti”. It’s

“pagetti”.

Percy grins at the sweetness of the nenory. Larry slans down on
his hippo lever with increased fervor.
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12. INT. CAR - DAY

Larry and Percy are driving hone in Percy’'s old beat-up clunker.
Percy drives. Larry stares out the w ndow.

PERCY
The bl uest eyes |’ve ever seen, nan.
They're |i ke the ocean in those pictures
you’ ve got up on the wall.

LARRY
Al right. She can come with us.

Percy | aughs.

PERCY
But no Steve?

LARRY
No Steve. But think about it, P. W're
going to have girls fromall over the
world in our bar. And we’'re going to
be right on the beach...

PERCY
Bi ki ni s?

LARRY
Topl ess, dependi ng on the beach. Can
you grasp that, Percy? Envision it,
friend.

PERCY
Oh, I'"menvisioning it.

Larry grins, turns his attention out the w ndow. MARY HOUSTON
waits for the bus. Larry turns his head to | ook at her again,
but an OLDER WOMAN has taken her place. He regards the beautiful
ol d houses that |ine the avenue.

LARRY
Yes, sir, we’'re going away on vacation
and we’ re never com ng back.

13. INT. RUSTY NAIL - N GHT
Percy sits between Larry and Melinda at the bar. He introduces

them and Larry reaches over to shake Melinda's hand. Ml inda
shakes his hand, then turns her attention to Percy. They gaze at
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each other as they talk, hold each other’s hands. Larry turns his
attention to his beer.

14. I NT. APARTMENT - DAY

Larry sits on the couch, watching television. Percy lays on the
floor, doing sit-ups. They conme slowy and require a | ot of
effort. He is red and breathing hard. Larry eyes him
suspi ci ously.

15. EXT. PARK - DAY

Larry and Percy play catch with Melinda. Larry throws the ball to
Percy, who turns and tosses it underhand to Melinda. She m sses
it. Percy laughs, runs to pick it up. Larry forces a “good-sport”
smle.

16. I NT. LARRYS and PERCY’ S BATHROOM - DAY

Larry gl ances into the bathroom and di scovers a freshly-shaven
and scrubbed Percy tweezing his eyebrows. He leans in the
doorframe and wat ches.

Percy puts his tweezers in his cupboard and exits. Larry gl ances
to make sure Percy is gone, then opens the cupboard. It is filled
with styling products. Larry |ooks after Percy, nouth agape.

17. I NT. APARTMENT - DAY

Larry sits on the couch, reading a bartender’s guide. Percy |ays
on his back at the other end of the couch, tal king on the
t el ephone.

PERCY
| | ove YOU nore.
(pause)
No, | do.
Larry gets up and | eaves, still reading.

18. EXT. PARK - DAY

Percy tosses the ball underhand to Melinda again. This tine she
drops it. They both [augh. Larry stands, waiting.

19. INT. RUSTY NAIL - N GHT

Larry sits in the mddle of the booth. Steve and Jennifer are
wedgi ng himin on one side, Percy and Melinda on the other. They
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are all talking animatedly across him having a great tine. He
forces a polite smle and nods.

20. | NT. APARTMENT - N GHT

Larry sits hone al one, watching tel evision, Chinese take-out on
the table in front of him He takes a bite, nakes an unpl easant
face, and pushes the food away. He stares at the photos tacked to
the wall, then turns back to the tel evision.

21. I NT. CLCSET - DAY

Larry drops a handful of change into the bar fund jar. He eyes
his suitcase for a |long nonment, then pushes it towards the back
and sets the jar in front of it.

22. EXT. PARK - DAY

Percy is holding Melinda’s gl ove hand, showi ng her how to catch
the ball in the webbing of the mtt. Larry sits down cross-
| egged, rests his chin in his hand, and waits.

23. | NT. BATHROOM - DAY

Percy is at the mrror, carefully conbing his hair. He is wearing
a short-sleeved shirt and tie. Larry enters in his work shirt,

| ooki ng bushed. He | eans agai nst the doorfranme and hands Percy an
envel ope.

LARRY
G abbed your check.

PERCY
Awesome. Thanks.

He kisses it, then stuffs it in his pocket.

LARRY
You | ook like a skycap.

PERCY
|’ mtaking Melinda to Napolitano's.

He grins.

LARRY
Fancy.
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PERCY
Well, it’s our one-nonth anniversary,
so, Yy’ know...

Larry stares at him He doesn’'t know.

LARRY
Yeah. Well, give ne your Barbados
nmoney before you | eave.

Percy w nces, sucks air over his teeth.

PERCY
Mnd if | hold onto it this week?

Larry turns back, stands in the door.

LARRY
You still owe nme for | ast week.

PERCY
|’ve been running a little |low recently.
1’11 pay you next week, OK?

LARRY
How do | know Melinda won’'t want to
go to the novies next week? O the
zoo? Or on an outer-space adventure?

PERCY
C nmon, man, lay off.

He checks his hair one last time, turns and exits. Larry follows
hi m
24. | NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY
Percy heads for his room Larry follows at his heels.
LARRY
It takes a | ot of nobney to nove to the
Cari bbean, Percy.

Percy stops, turns to face him

PERCY
| said I'Il pay you



LARRY
You said you wanted to nove to Barbados,
too, but you don’'t act like it.

PERCY
|’ve put in just as much as you have,
except the |ast two weeks.

LARRY
Sure. But while |I’m here planning your
early retirenent, you' re off canoodling
with some silly college girl in the hope
t hat naybe, soneday, if you' re rea
nice, she’'ll let you touch a tit.

PERCY
She’s ny girlfriend, not a silly college
girl. And what sort of planning have you
been doi ng, Larry? Beyond dri nking at
t he bar?

LARRY
| learned howto mx drinks. | read
sonme stuff about real estate online
| ast week. | worked a doubl e shift

today. Al while you were off chasing
tail.

PERCY
|’ mnot chasing tail. And even if |
was, it’d be nore fun than tal king
about all the international tail |I'm

going to score at some unspecified
point in the future.

LARRY
At sonme point, you re going to have
to choose between this girl and your
dream

PERCY
What drean? This whol e Barbados thing
is just like the band we were gonna
have. O the adult kickball |eague we
were gonna start. O that tinme we were
going to nove out west and become cowboys.

LARRY
The cowboy thing was conpletely different.
|’ mtal ki ng about being set for the rest
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LARRY (cont’d)
of our lives. You want to give that up?

PERCY
| ain"t giving up shit. It’s never
Going to happen. And I'mtired of
di cki ng ar ound.

He opens the closet and grabs a jacket. Heads out.

PERCY (o0.s.)
Say ‘H' to Steve for ne.

The door slanms. Larry is left alone. He punches the air and
enters his room

25. INT. BAR - N GHT

Larry sits at the bar, an untouched beer on the counter in front
of him There are open spaces on either side of him He gl ances
around at people having a good time, then stares off into space,
mul l'i ng things over.

26. | NT. CLCOSET - DAY

Larry opens the closet door. He noves the jar, stares up at the
suitcase. He reaches up and takes it down.

27. I NT. LARRY’ S ROOM - DAY

Larry sits on the floor in front of the open suitcase. It
contains a bundle of letters, neatly stacked and bound with a
rubber band, as well as a few manil a envel opes and sone phot os.
He is reading a Valentine’s Day card with a big red teddy bear on
the front. He sets it down, picks up an old boutonniere - a red
rose long dried up. It crunbles as he touches it. He stuffs
everything back in the suitcase and shoves it back in the closet.

28. INT. QU CKIE MART - DAY

Larry sits at the register, staring at a PAIR of PATRONS who are
buyi ng big gul ps. H's eyes go back and forth between them as they
tal k.

HENDERSON
Do you live in New Ol eans?

MARK
| just don't like the Saints, that’s all.
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HENDERSON
Do you live in New Ol eans?

MARK
You know | do.

HENDERSON
Then the Saints are your team

MARK
But | don’t think of nyself as a Saints
f an.

LARRY
The whole thing will be underwater in
a few years anyway, so what does it
matter?

The patrons stare at him

LARRY (off drinks)
That’s $2.50.

29. I NT. CLCSET - DAY

A close-up of the jar as a handful of bill and change drop into
it.

30. INT. LI'VING ROOM - DAY

Larry is pulling cushions off the couch, |ooking for change. No
| uck. He glances around the room H's gaze rests on the TV

31. EXT. PAWNSHCP - DAY

Larry struggles to carry the TV fromhis car into the pawnshop.
32. INT. CLOSET - DAY

A close-up of the jar as a wad of bills drops into it.

33. INT. KITCHEN - DAY

Larry enters the kitchen, reading a self-help book on “How to
Retire Young and Rich”. He gets a bottle of beer fromthe fridge.
He regards it for a second, then tosses it into the air gently.
Catches it. A quick flip. Catches it. He grins and tosses it
again with a jaunty flip. He m sses. The beer bottle shatters on
the floor. Larry junps back fromthe broken gl ass.



He tosses the book down and grabs the towel

34.

Larry sits at the bar with Steve,

| NT. BAR -

LARRY
Ah Nut s!

NI GHT

LARRY
Can you believe that guy? He's set us
back at |east six nonths. Probably a
year. | was going to make hima 50-50
partner, too. The brawn to ny brains,
y' know? Not anynore.

STEVE
The guy’s in |ove, man.

LARRY
Don't get me started on that.

He takes a swig of his beer.

LARRY

|’ve just got to get out of this town.
STEVE

Wiy don’t you just nove down there then?
LARRY

How? | don’t have the "venture capital”

to buy the bar, Steve. | barely have

enough for a flight.

STEVE
So save enough noney to live for a
coupl e weeks, book a flight, and then
get a job at a bar or sonething down
there. Then you can take the next step.

Larry thinks about this.

LARRY
| could do that.

The BARTENDER brings the phone over.

two beers in front of them
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fromthe fridge door
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BARTENDER
Tel ephone call for you, Larry.

Larry takes the phone.
35. EXT. PARK - DAY
Larry stands at the bandshell, waiting. Percy approaches.

LARRY
Wher e you been?

PERCY
Mel i nda' s.

LARRY
Fi gured. What do you want ?

Percy pauses, wonders where to start.

PERCY
To apol ogi ze for sone of the things
| said.

LARRY
Don’t worry about it. There was sone
truth there. | just need to get out
of this town, y’ know?

Percy nods.

LARRY
How s your girl?

PERCY
Going to beauty school in Atlanta.

LARRY
She | eavi ng?

PERCY
Yeah. And |I'm going with her.

Larry frowns. He didn't expect that.

PERCY
| need ny half of the noney back.

LARRY
You're bailing out?



Percy sighs.

Percy funes.

PERCY
|"ve gotta put in for a security
deposit on a place. Gotta rent a truck.
Gotta pay ny last nonth's rent here..

LARRY
VWhat about Bar bados?

PERCY
l’min love, man. Can’t you just be
happy for nme?

LARRY
You think it’s |l ove, Percy, because
it’s your first tine. But love ain't
real. It’s a bullshit Iie people tel
their kids to give them sonething to
| ook forward to, get ‘emthrough school.
You shoul d know better.

PERCY
VWhatever. You're just still pissed at
Mary for running off with that | awer
from Texas. But you fucked that one up,
Larry. You didn’t want to grow up, SO
she left. Don't take it out on ne
‘cause you nessed up a good thing.

LARRY
You think this girl won’t hurt you,
P? You think things are going to be
different for you and her? Heartbreakers,
Percy. Eyes on the prize.

PERCY
|’mgoing to Atlanta with her. And
|’d |ike nmy noney.

LARRY

That’ s Bar bados noney. You gave that
nmoney to the bar, not to ne. If you
want out, fine, but I'"mstill going.

PERCY
VWhatever. 1’11 ask ny folks.
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LARRY
|’ ve been putting nore noney in.
Cl oser than ever.

PERCY
Enjoy it.

He wal ks away. Larry watches hi m go.

LARRY
Don’t come crying to nme - in Barbados
- when she breaks your heart.

No response. Larry stuffs his hands in his pockets and wal ks
away.

36. INT. QU CKIE MART - DAY

Larry sits behind the register. He has dark circles under his
eyes, looks tired and worn. He stares into space.

ANGLE ON Al SLE

Mary Houston appears hal fway down the aisle. She smles at Larry
wal ks toward him her |long hair swaying. As she gets near him
she di sappears agai n.

ANGLE ON LARRY

He bites his lower lip, frowns. Keeps staring straight ahead.
37. I NT. APARTMENT - DAY

Larry sits on the couch, watching television. Atiny portable
television that sits in the gap in the entertai nnent center that
used to house the old TV. Percy and Melinda are struggling to
nove a dresser out of Percy’s room Larry doesn't offer to help.
38. INT. PERCY' S EMPTY BEDROOM - DAY

Larry enters Percy’s room his hands in his pockets. He |ooks
around. There are a few scraps of paper on the ground, but other
than that, it is enpty.

Larry starts to wal k around, touching the walls and thinking.
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QUI CK FLASHBACKS

39. Larry and Percy sit on the couch, watching TV, |aughing about
sonmet hing and wi ping their eyes. They can hardly | ook at each
ot her wi thout cracking up.

40. Larry and Percy ride around town in their car at night,
wi ndows down, enjoying the radio blaring and enjoying the wind in
their faces.

41. Larry and Percy are at the bar, laughing and tal king. Larry
sl aps a hand on Percy’s shoul der.

42. | NT. PERCY' S ROOM - DAY

Larry stands in the center of the room smling. He wal ks to the
cl oset, opens it, and peers in.

43. | NT. CLOSET - DAY

A scrap of paper catches Larry’'s eye. It is a photo, slightly
bent, wedged behind the door. He picks it up, looks at it.

ANGLE ON PHOTO

The photo shows Percy and Melinda - a self-portrait taken at
arms length. Percy has a towel draped around his shoul ders and a
mud mask on his face. Melinda has her arm around him They | ook

very happy.
ANGLE ON DI FFERENT PHOTO

A different photo. This one shows Larry and Mary in a simlar
pose - a self-portrait taken at arms length with their arns
around each ot her.

44. | NT. LARRY’' S ROOM - DAY

Larry sits in front of the opened suitcase, going through photos.
The bar fund jar is sitting on the floor next to him full.

ANGLE ON LARRY' S HANDS

As he flips through the photos. Underneath the self-portrait of
he and Mary is a photo of he, Mary, and Percy out on the town one
ni ght. Underneath that is a photo, taken by Mary, of he and Percy
together. They are pals.



ANGLE ON LARRY
Larry swal l ows hard. Picks up the phone.
45. EXT. PARK - DAY

Larry stands at the "neeting" place. Percy approaches,
pocket s.

PERCY
Hey.

LARRY
' ve got your noney.

He hands Percy an envel ope.
LARRY (cont'd)
It's all there if you want to count
it.
Percy turns the envel ope over in his hands.

PERCY
| believe you.

He stuffs the envel ope in his pocket.

LARRY
So how s it going?

PERCY
Good. Excited. Little nervous.

Larry nods.

LARRY
| can i magi ne.

PERCY
Melinda and | want to nake it to
Tal | ahassee tonight, so, | actually

oughta get goi ng.

LARRY
Yeah, you need to get cracking then.

He sticks his hand out. Percy takes it.

hands in
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PERCY
Atlanta’s not that far. You should
cone visit.

LARRY
"Il do that.

The regard each other for a nonent. Finally, Percy noves in to
give Larry a stiff half-hug: one arm around t he shoul der,
poundi ng on the other guy’ s back.

PERCY
kay, then. See ya.

LARRY
Yup.

They wal k off in opposite directions, hands jamed in pockets.
Hal fway to his car, Larry turns back to watch Percy go.

46. EXT. GAS STATION - DAY ( SUNSET?)

Melinda sits in the passenger seat while Percy punps gas into his
ol d beater of a car. Percy hangs up the nozzle and fishes the
noney envel ope out of his back pocket. He heads toward the
station, starts to pull a bill out, then stops short.

The envelope is filled with noney. Way too nuch noney.
| NSERT OF ENVELOPE

Stuffed full of $20 bills, with a note: "Alittle extra for the
road. Good luck. - L."

PERCY
Son of a bitch.

47. | NT. APARTMENT - DAY

The bar fund jar sits enpty on the table. Larry sits on the
couch, wearing his work shirt, flipping through channels on the
TV. He stares at the pretzel jar. He snaps off the TV, and picks
it up. He starts cleaning up, stuffing junk fromthe table into
the pretzel jar.

ANGLE ON PHOTO WALL

Larry goes to the wall, regards his photos. He grabs one and
tears it down. G abs at others, tears themall down.
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48. I NT. KITCHEN - DAY

Larry wal ks into the kitchen, his arnms full of junk fromthe
other room He stuffs it into the trash. Crans it in good. He
stands up to go, but stops. Sonething catches his eye.
LARRY' S POV

O the trash can. Sitting on the top, slightly crunpled, is the
photo of the beach we saw at the beginning of the film Larry
pi cks it up.

ANGLE ON LARRY

As he regards the photo.

49. LARRY' S POV

O the bottom of the photo. The caption reads, “Pensacol a”

LARRY
Son of a bitch.

50. EXT. APARTMENT - DAY

Larry carries the trash bag to the curb. He tosses it down, turns
back toward the apartnment. He returns with another. And anot her.

51. INT. LARRY’ S ROOM - DAY

Larry pulls books down off the bookshelf and grabs CDs fromthe
desk, tosses theminto boxes and piles. He works |ike a nmadman.

52. EXT. APARTMENT - DAY

A yard sale in the driveway. People are going through Larry’s
stuff. Aman with a beard exam nes Larry’s TV, then hands hima
wad of bills.

ANGLE ON Cl GAR BOX

As Larry stuffs noney into it.

53. EXT. PAWNSHOP - DAY

Larry enters the pawnshop with two guitar cases.
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Cl GAR BOX
As Larry stuffs nore noney into it.
54. EXT. APARTMENT - DAY

Larry exits his apartnment, wearing an old sport coat and sl acks.
He carries the suitcase fromhis closet. He nods at his LANDLORD
who is tying a “FOR RENT” sign to the gate, and | eaves.

55. INT. LARRY'S CAR - [-10 - DAY

Larry drives east on 1-10. His suitcase sits in the seat next to
hi m

56. EXT. 1-10 AT FLORI DA STATE LI NE - DAY
Larry’s car crosses the state |ine.
57. EXT. RESTAURANT/ MARI NA - DAY

Larry pulls into the parking lot, next to a decrepit old sail boat
sitting in dry docks. He gets out of the car and | ooks off canera
towards the sound of WAVES CRASHI NG He notices a “For Sale" sign
taped to the boat, fishes in his pocket for a pen, and wites the
nunber on his wi st.

58. EXT. BEACH - DAY

Larry marches down to the water. He drops his suitcase and sits
at the high-water mark. He turns his head to the right. Beach
and ocean stretches away to the horizon. He turns to the left.
There is a small hut in the distance, where a man tends bar. The
sounds of STEEL DRUMS drift across the breeze.

Larry regards the suitcase in his lap. Opens it slowy.

ANGLE ON THE SUI TCASE

Mary’ s stuff is gone. The suitcase is filled with a few neatly
fol ded changes of clothes. Sitting on top is the photo fromthe
trash. Next to it is the photo of Larry and Percy, grinning at
t he bar.

ANGLE ON LARRY

Larry starts to smle. He closes the suitcase, sets it to the
side. He | eans back and soaks up the sun.
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59. EXT. BEACH - DAY - W DE SHOT

A PAIR OF WOMEN in bikinis wal ks past. They smle at Larry,
dressed up on the beach.

LARRY
Howzit goin’, |adies?

LADI ES
Hey.

They stop to talk with a very relaxed Larry. And we

FADE OUT
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EXT. TROPI CAL BEACH - DAY

A tall palmstretches out over the sugar-white sand. The water in
the distance is enerald green. A few billow ng cumul ous cl ouds
hang in the sky. W hear the regular CRASH and SWEEP of waves
breaki ng, the sound of gulls CALLING and the ring of STEEL
DRUMS.

But not hi ng noves. Not the sea, not the clouds, not the pal ns.

We PULL BACK slowy to discover that this image is a photo ripped
froma magazi ne and thunb-tacked to the wall of...

| NT. LARRY and PERCY’ S PAD - NI GHT

We pull back further to find the photo surrounded by others with
a simlar Caribbean thene. The photos of clean beaches and bl ue
waves contrast with the dark, stuffy apartnment. This place is a
hole, lit by the flicker of the TV and the fluorescent |ights.

A d pizza boxes and take-out bags clutter the table. A few pieces
of macaroni dot the floor. A fly buzzes out of old glass with
ring of dried Kool-Aid at the bottom

Next to the coffee table is our old friend LARRY PIPE. He is in
his late twenties, disheveled, poorly groonmed. He is pulling the
cushi ons of f the couch.

LARRY
Sevent een cents, nofos!

He scoops up the change, keeps rooting.

LARRY
Br oken conb. Couple tortilla chips.
One root beer barrel, unw apped.

Larry puts the cushion back, noves on to the next.

LARRY
Jackpot! Three quarters!

He scoops them up. PERCY KNUCKLE clinmbs up fromunder the coffee
tabl e, where he has apparently been rooting around for change.

Li ke Larry, he is no slave to fashion. He is heavy-set and
greasy, but with a friendly grin.

PERCY
A shiny new ni ckel
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LARRY
Aces, ny man. Aces.

Percy stands up. Larry hands hima tiny scrap of plastic.

LARRY
Found a barrette for your mane, P.

Percy flicks it away.

PERCY
Funny. So where’'s that |eave us?

I NT. LARRY' S CLOSET - N GHT

Larry pulls open the doors to his closet. On the top shelf, next
to a battered old suitcase, sits an old Utz pretzel jar half ful
of change and crunpled dollar bills. A hand-lettered sign taped
to it reads “BAR FUND'. Larry takes it down, holds it out while
Percy drops his change and a few bills fromhis pocket in. Larry
deposits his change in the jar, along with a wad of bills from
his shirt pocket. He shakes the jar, studies it.

LARRY
VWl |, counting our paycheck noney,
|’d say we’re sonmewhere in the
nei ghbor hood of 170 dollars. O course...

He fishes a few bills fromthe jar

LARRY (cont’d)
Al'l that searching hel ped ne devel op
a powerful thirst.

Percy grins.

PERCY
Lenme get fancied up.

He claps his hands and exits. Larry puts the jar back up on the
shel f, grabs an old plaid sport coat off a hanger. The suitcase
catches his eye, and he stares at it for a |ong nonent. He ki sses
his fingers, touches the suitcase, and |eaves.

I NT. “RUSTY NAIL” BAR - NI GHT
Percy and Larry sit side by side at the bar. Larry wears his

sport coat, Percy a regular w ndbreaker. His hair is painfully
conbed in a solid part- this nust be what “fancied up” neans.
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Larry leans in towards two col | ege-aged wonen next to them at the
bar .

LARRY
Howzit goi ng, | adies?

Not hing. The girls take their drinks and head towards a table.
Larry shrugs.

LARRY
They’'re all the sane, Percy.

PERCY
Hear t br eakers.

LARRY
Soul -crushers. But we’ve gotta keep
our eyes on the prize, P

PERCY
The sugar white sands. The swayi ng
pal ns. The coral blue water.

LARRY
That sweet suck of |linme. The beer -
so col d.

PERCY

So tell nme again about how our bar
is going to be.

LARRY
Percy, this bar is going to be the
end of all of our troubles.

EXT. LEVEE - DAY
A different day. Percy and Larry sit side-by-side, fishing.

LARRY
| magi ne water as blue as a sumer
sky times two, Percy.

PERCY
Done.

LARRY
Now i magine a little green jewel set
right in the mddle of it.
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PERCY
Got it.

LARRY
That’ s Barbados, ny friend. That’s
exactly what it’s I|ike.

| NT. TEXACO STATI ON - DAY

Anot her day. Larry and Percy are dressed in matching uniforns.
Percy works the register while Larry | eans against the counter.

LARRY
It’s primarily a tourist-based econony,
you under stand. Each year, thousands
of people cone fromall over the world
to vacation there.

PERCY
And they’' Il want to kick back and dri nk.

LARRY
Exactly. And we’'re going to help them
achi eve that goal

| NT. APARTMENT - N GHT

In front of the closet. Larry and Percy each take a wad of bills
fromtheir pockets and stuff themin the “BAR FUND' jar.

LARRY
| mean, we could have as wi de a
sel ection of beers as we want.

PERCY
Chi nese beers?

LARRY
Chi nese, Italian, N caraguan.you
name it.

PERCY

And what about the m xed dri nks...

LARRY
Ch, of course, you need your frozen
stuff, you know, for the | adies.



EXT. GOLF COURSE - DAY

Larry and Percy are dressed for the course,

obviously froma second-hand bin. Larry is lining up a putt.

Larry putts.

LARRY
| don’t think you understand exactly
what | nmean by “right on the beach”,
Perce. | nean that whenever wonen
Come in, they will be in sw nsuits.
O even topl ess, depending on the
beach, y’ know? Can you grasp that,
Perce? Envision it, friend.

PERCY
Oh, I'"menvisioning it.

LARRY
Wth ny managerial skills, we're
going to rule the roost, B

I NT. RUSTY NAIL - N GHT

A different night. Larry and Percy are back at the bar of the

Rusty Nai | .

LARRY
W' ve got about $320 in the jar,
Percy, | think. By my cal cul ati ons.

PERCY
Ri ght .

LARRY
At the rate we're going — factoring
in our respective inconmes and net
worth, and then subtracting fromthat
the cost of noving and start-up costs

— inventory and whatnot - | figure we
shoul d be able to nove to Barbados
within...

A pause while he figures. Percy waits.

LARRY
...sevent een nont hs?
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PERCY
G avy.

They click their glasses together, take big pulls off their
beers.

I NT. RUSTY NAIL BAR - LATER

Larry and Percy are sitting at a table with STEVE, an ol der guy
who dresses a little too young. His girlfriend, JENNIFER, is
sidled up against him She’'s a little too young al so. Steve and
Larry are engaged in a debate. Larry is well soused; Steve, a
little | ess so.

STEVE
Have you given any thought at all to
the volune of taxes you’'ll be paying?
LARRY
Well, hell.you gotta pay taxes anywhere,
you know?
STEVE
Yes, but you'll be on an island. Every

thing you sell at your bar will be an
inmport. Tariffs and shit. Have you
t hought about that?

Percy starts to | ook around the bar, bored.

LARRY
You know what you are, Steve-QO?
You' re a downer

STEVE
Look, man, when | inherited that noney
fromny uncle...

The sounds of LARRY and STEVE are drowned out by the sounds of
the crowded bar. Across the room a young worman, MELINDA sits
with a group of friends at the bar. She is kind of plain next to
them - wearing too nuch make-up. They all talk ani matedly, but
Melinda is sitting outside the conversation. Her eyes neet
Percy’s. He nods, raises his glass. She smles.

He gl ances at Larry, who is oblivious, then picks up his beer and
approaches her.

PERCY
Howzit goin'?
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EXT. COURTYARD - NI GHT

Percy and Melinda sit at a netal table in the little courtyard
behi nd the bar.

PERCY
Yeah. |'ve never been down that way,
but it sounds good. Larry says it'll
be |i ke sumrer year-round. Only a coo
breezy summer.

MVEL| NDA
God, 1'm so jeal ous.
PERCY
Well, we haven't got there yet.

He takes a sip of his beer.

PERCY (cont'd)
What about you?

VELI NDA
l’ma teller at Lafayette Bank.
PERCY
Cool .
He nods politely.
VEL|1 NDA

But |1've sort of been kicking around
the idea of going to cosnetol ogy
school . Decatur School of Beauty.

She pulls a panphl et out of her purse and hands it to Percy.

VELI NDA (cont' d)
It's in Atlanta. It’s far away, but
my aunt lives there and a lot of really
tal ented make-up artists come fromthere.
It's areally well respected school

Percy flips through the brochure.
PERCY

| didn't know they had school s for
this kind of thing.



MELI NDA
Oh, yeah. You' d be amazed at the anount
of training it takes to becone a fully
Iicensed nake-up artist.

He hands the panphl et back.

PERCY
| think you should definitely go for it.

She rolls her eyes, sticks it in her purse.

MELI NDA
| d probably never get in.

PERCY
You gotta chase your dreans, right?

EXT. COURTYARD - NI GHT

Larry sits at another table in the courtyard, drink in hand,
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wat ching. He smiles as Percy and Melinda chat ani matedly. Another
patron crosses in front of Larry, blocking his view The patron

nmoves, and suddenly a WOMAN is sitting at Larry’ s table. She

smles warnmy. Larry closes his eyes, smles. Wien he opens them

agai n, she is gone.

He | ooks up through the pal mfronds at the stars winking in the

heavens.

LARRY
Bar bados.

He cl oses his eyes and we fade out.
| NT. LARRY’ S BEDROOM - MORNI NG

Larry lies in bed, his head in the sane position as the night
bef ore.

He rises, walks to the closet, takes out his robe. He gl ances
the suitcase on the top shelf, runs a finger along it.

| NT. APARTMENT - DAY

Larry wal ks into the living roomto find Percy sayi ng goodbye
Melinda at the front door. Both Percy and Melinda are nade up
exactly as they were the night before. Larry junps, surprised
see them and hastily ties his robe.

at
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LARRY
Sorry!

PERCY
Mor ni ng, Larry.

VELI NDA
Bye, Larry, | hope you're feeling
better.

Who is this girl?

LARRY
Thanks..you.

VEL| NDA

Bye, Danny. Call nme |ater?

PERCY
O course.

A qui ck peck on the cheek and she is gone. Percy turns to Larry,
grinning, but waiting for the quick cut. Larry grins back.

EXT. PARK - DAY

Larry and Percy toss a baseball back and forth. They are
ani mat ed, hyped up, running on little sleep.

LARRY
So what’s with this “Dan” bullshit,
tiger?

PERCY
You know, no one calls ne Percy but
you.

LARRY

That’ s what your nonma nanmed you

PERCY
| like “Dan”. Normal nanme. Doesn’t
scare the girls off.

LARRY
Qobvi ously not.

Percy grins.
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LARRY (cont’ d)
So.didja nail that chick?

PERCY
None of your business.

LARRY
So “no”, then? Percy, man, what’s
t he probl enf?

PERCY
We had a lot to talk about. She’'s an
amazing girl.

LARRY
So she’'s into the | eshian stuff, huh?

Percy starts to | augh.

| NT. CAR -

Larry and Percy are driving hone in Percy’'s old beat-up clunker.

DAY

PERCY
Fuck you, man.

LARRY
It’s cool. You' re just one step closer
to a three-way.

LARRY
Do you realize how many girls we're
going to have down in Barbados, P? Two,
three girls a night.

PERCY
That so?

LARRY
Oh, yeah. W’ re going to be major
pl ayers on the scene.

PERCY
Anesone.

LARRY
That’s why |'mkind of glad that you’ ve
got this new girl, because it neans nore
chicks for ne when we get to Barbados.
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PERCY
Hey now...

LARRY
Too late, P. That’s just how it is.

Larry turns his attention out the wi ndow. On the nearest corner,
the woman he saw at his table the night before waits for the bus.
When Larry turns to | ook at her again, she is gone. He regards
the beautiful old houses that |ine the avenue.

LARRY
Yes, sir, we’'re going away on vacation
and we’ re never com ng back.

MONTAGE
| NT. APARTMENT - DAY

Larry is sitting on the couch, watching tel evision. Percy’s head

pops up into frane, then di sappears again. Pops up, disappears -

he’s doing sit-ups. One nore, slowy, with a lot of effort. Larry
eyes hi m suspi ci ously.

EXT. GOLF COURSE - DAY

Larry, Percy, and Melinda stand in the tee box. Larry smles as
Melinda tries to tee off. She has a crazy swing. The ball hops a
few feet away. Percy smles, scoops it up, sets it back on the
tee, and tries to show her how

I NT. MELI NDA' S APARTMENT - DAY

Percy sits in a chair, a towel draped over his shoul ders. Melinda
is putting a mud mask on his face.

| NT. LARRY’ S BATHROOM - DAY

Larry gl ances into the bathroom and di scovers a freshly-shaven
Percy tweezing his eyebrows. He |l eans in the doorframe and

wat ches suspi ci ously.

EXT. GOLF COURSE - DAY

Still in the tee box. Percy stands behind Melinda, trying to show
her how to swing. They both giggle. Larry | ooks away.
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| NT. CLOSET - DAY

Larry eyes his suitcase for a |long nonent. He pushes it towards
t he back, sets the Bar Fund Jar up in front of it. He drops a
handful of change into the jar.

I NT. BAR - NI GHT

Larry sits at a table between Steve and Jennifer on one side, and
Percy and Melinda on the other. They are tal king ani matedly
across him He tries to smle politely and nod.

| NT. MELI NDA' S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Melinda sits at her conputer, working on her application to the
Decat ur School of Beauty. Percy is organizing her portfolio of
phot os (sone of which are of him.

| NT. APARTMENT - NI GAT
Larry sits hone al one, watching television.
| NT. BATHROOM - DAY

Larry enters the bathroomafter a well-groomed Percy exits. He
opens the nedicine cabinet and is stunned by the sheer vol une of
styling products that Percy has amassed.

| NT. APARTMENT - DAY

Larry sits on the couch, reading a book about m xing drinks.
Percy and Melinda sit at the other end of the couch, engrossed in
their conversation. Larry picks up the renote and turns the

vol une on the TV up to drown them out.

EXT. GOLF COURSE - DAY

Melinda’ s still in the tee box, still trying to swing. She and
Percy are | aughing. They don’t notice when Larry wal ks off to the
cart to sit and wait.

END MONTACGE

| NT. BATHROOM - DAY

Percy is at the mrror, gussying hinself up. Larry enters, |eans

agai nst the doorfrane. He is wearing his Texaco uniform He hands
Percy an envel ope.



He pockets it.

LARRY

Payday. | picked up your check.
PERCY

Fantastic! | needed this.
LARRY

| m bushed, man. |’ m gonna change

clothes and then let’'s hit the bar.

Larry stiffens.

Larry stares.
| eave.

Percy w nces.

PERCY
Shit, I'"'msorry, Larry. |’ve already
got pl ans.

LARRY

You’ ve been over there every night
this week, P. Don’t y'all ever get
tired of each other?

PERCY
Nah..Plus, it’s our three-nonth
anni versary next weekend, so y’ know..

No, he does not know. But, whatever.

LARRY
OK. Well, give nme your $20 for the
bar fund before you | eave.

PERCY
Qoh..You mind if | keep it this week?
|’ mtaking Melinda to Napolitano's.

Larry turns back, stands in the door.

LARRY
When was the |last tinme you put in,
Percy?

PERCY
| know. I'’msorry man, |’ve just had
a lot on ny plate.

He turns to
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He sm | es hopefully, keeps conmbing his hair. Larry tries to
col l ect his thoughts.

LARRY
How are we going to nove to Barbados,
P, if we don't save our nobney?

PERCY
Don't sweat it. |I'Il pay you next
week, OK?

He checks his hair one last time, turns and exits. Larry follows
hi m

| NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY
Percy heads for his room Larry follows at his heels.

LARRY
Have you forgotten the plan, Percy?
Do you want to be stuck in New Ol eans
for the rest of your life in a dunpy-ass
crunbling apartnment, or do you want to
go to bed every night with the sound
of the waves in your ear? | told you
before, we gotta keep our eyes on the
prize.

PERCY
| AM keeping ny eyes on the prize.
What does it matter if | pay you now,
or next week? W're just going to pul
hal f of that noney right back out and
blow it at the bar, anyhow

LARRY
What ' s that supposed to nean?

PERCY
It’s not |like we’ve ever put fun on
hold in order to get closer to Barbados,
Lar. And I'mhaving fun. | like this
girl, Larry. | love her. And |I’ve never
had that before, you know?

LARRY
You think that's | ove, Percival, because
it’s your first tinme. But it aint. It’s
just your glands. Love isn't real. It’s
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LARRY (cont’ d)
a bullshit lie people tell their kids
in order to get ‘emthrough school -
give ‘“emsonething to | ook forward to.
And then you get out in the real world
and realize all that “true |ove” stuff
was a j oke. You should know better.

PERCY
And why’s that, Law ence? Because |
spent nonths listening to you whine
about Mary? Because | saw how she broke
you? If anything, that’s evidence for
| ove right there. If that wasn't real
Larry, why did you sit in your room
for two weeks?

LARRY
That’' s different.

PERCY
You're just mad because you screwed
it up. Wll, 1’ve learned from your
m st akes, bud. | know what | want and
|’ mactually going to DO sonet hi ng
about it!

LARRY
What could | have done about it,
Percy? One day she’s here and then
she’s not.

PERCY
She | eft because you didn’t do
anyt hing. You just sat around and wat ched
t el evi sion.

LARRY
Well, that’s why I'"mgoing to
Bar bados. |’ m doi ng sonet hi ng now.
PERCY
So go on to Barbados then. You don’t
need ne. |’ m out.

He grabs a coat and exits.

LARRY
You | eave and |’ m keepi ng t hat
noney, Percy.
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PERCY (o0.s.)
My nanme is Dan, goddammt.

The door slanms. Larry is left alone.
EXT. MELINDA S HOUSE - NI GHT

Percy heads up the stairs to Melinda’s door. He is grunbling
under his breath. Before he reaches the top, Melinda throws the
door open.

MELI NDA
Ch, ny God! Percy! | GOT IN

She holds up a thick manila envel ope return addressed “Decat ur
School, Atlanta, GA’ It takes Percy a mnute to realize what it
is, but the he catches her in a bear hug and lifts her off the
ground. They ki ss.

I NT. BAR - NI GHT

Larry sits alone at the bar, drinking. He stares off into space,
mul l'i ng things over.

| NT. TEXACO STATI ON - DAY

Larry sits behind the register. He has al nost the exact sane
expression as before - staring off into space, thinking.

| NT. CLOSET - DAY

Larry opens the closet door. He stares up at the suitcase
REVERSE ANGLE ON SUl TCASE

as Larry takes it down fromthe top shelf.

| NT. LARRY’ S ROOM - DAY

He sits on the floor and opens the suitcase. It contains a bundle
of letters, neatly stacked and held with a rubber band. There are
al so several manila envelopes filled with photos and ot her

m scel | aneous nenentos. He flips through some of the stuff, reads
a fewletters. He picks up an old boutonniere - a red rose |ong
dried up. It crunbles as he touches it. He stuffs everything back
in the suitcase and shoves it back in the closet.
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I NT. LARRY' S APARTMENT - DAY

Larry sits on the couch, reading a book about Caribbean Real
Estate. The BAR FUND jar is sitting on the table. He cl oses the
book, shivers, and fishes in his pocket for a few bills, which he
throws in the jar..

I NT. BAR - NI GHT
Larry sits at the bar with Steve.

LARRY
Can you believe that guy? | nmean, we
had big plans, and now he’s set ne back
at | east six nonths. Probably a year.
| was going to let himbe the brawn
to my brains, too, y know. Make him
a 50-50 partner. But that’s all gone
Now.

STEVE
That’s hard, man. But the guy’s in | ove.

LARRY
Don't get me started on that.

He takes a swig of his beer.

LARRY
|’ve just got to get out of this town,
man. | hate it here.

STEVE
Vll, why don’t you just nove down
t here?

LARRY
| can’t just “nove down there”. | don’'t
have the necessary funds to buy the
bar, I don’'t have anywhere to stay, |

barely have enough for a flight.

STEVE
VWhat |'’msaying is, rather than wait
and save up all the noney you need to
buy the property, why don’t you save
enough noney so you can fly down there
and live for a couple weeks, and then
you can |l ook for a job at a bar down



STEVE (cont’ d)
t here or sonet hing.

Larry thinks about this for a while.

LARRY
| could do that.

The BARTENDER brings the phone over.

BARTENDER
Tel ephone call for you, Larry.

Larry takes the phone.

EXT. PARK - DAY

Larry stands at the band shell, waiting. Percy approaches.
LARRY
You wanted to neet here?
PERCY
Yeah.
LARRY

Lane. So what do you want ?
He pauses, wonders where to start.

PERCY
| wanted to apol ogi ze for sone of
the things | said.

Larry is silent.

PERCY
|’msorry that | said what | did
about Mary. About how you...

LARRY
Don’t worry about it. There was sone
truth there

Percy nods.

LARRY
That’s why | need to get out of this
town, y’ know?
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PERCY
Yeah, | know

LARRY
How s Mel i nda?

PERCY
Good. She got into that beauty school
she want ed.

LARRY
Cool . She novi ng?

PERCY
Yeah. And |I'’mgoing with her.

Larry frowns. He didn't expect that.

PERCY
Look, 1'd like nmy half of the noney
back.

LARRY
So you're bailing out?

PERCY
| know it’' Il set you back a bit, but
it’ll really make things easier for

me. And Melinda. This nove is just
gonna cost nore than we thought.

LARRY
|’msorry, P. |1’ve already spent that
noney.

PERCY
On what ?

LARRY

| bought a plane ticket down there.

" m goi ng down there to scout things
out, check out the real estate market,
that kind of thing. You were right.

It was tinme for nme to get serious.

So | did.

PERCY
That was OUR noney, Larry. Yours
and m ne.
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LARRY
Yeah, that was our noney that we
set aside for the bar. We had a deal
And if you want out of the deal, that’s
fine. But you can’t take half of the
conpany with you when you go.

Percy fumes. He doesn’t know what to say.

LARRY
|’msorry, man. That’s just how it is.

PERCY
Look, 1’ve gotta go hel p Melinda.

He turns to go.

PERCY
"Il talk to you |ater.

He wal ks away. Larry turns and heads off in the opposite
di rection.

| NT. APARTMENT - DAY

Larry sits on the couch, watching television. Percy and Melinda
are noving big itenms of furniture out of Percy’ s room Larry
doesn’t offer to help.

Percy approaches, hands Larry a slip of paper.

PERCY
That’s going to be our contact info
in Atlanta. W’ re going to be staying
with her aunt for alittle while.

LARRY
XK

He sets the paper down on the table. Turns his attention back to
the TV.

PERCY
Good | uck with Barbados.

LARRY
Thanks.

Percy nods.
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PERCY
Gk then.

He shakes Larry’s hand and | eaves.
| NT. PERCY' S EMPTY BEDROOM - DAY

Larry enters Percy’s room his hands in his pockets. He | ooks
around. There are a few scraps of paper on the ground, but other
than that, it is enpty.

Larry starts to wal k around, touching the walls and thinking.
QUI CK FLASHBACKS

Larry and Percy sit on the couch, watching TV, |aughing about
sonmet hing and wi ping their eyes. They can hardly | ook at each
ot her wi thout cracking up.

Larry and Percy ride around town in their car at night, w ndows
down, enjoying the radio blaring and enjoying the wind in their
f aces.

Larry and Percy are at the bar, |aughing and tal king. Larry sl aps
a hand on Percy’s shoul der.

I NT. PERCY’' S ROOM - DAY

Larry stands in the center of the room smling. He wal ks to the
cl oset, opens it, and peers in.

| NT. CLOSET - DAY

A scrap of paper catches Larry’s eye. It is a photo, slightly
bent, wedged behind the door. He picks it up.

ANGLE ON PHOTO

The photo shows Percy and Melinda - a self-photo taken at arms
length. It’s fromthe night of Percy’ s nud mask. Melinda has her
arm around him They | ook very happy.

ANGLE ON DI FFERENT PHOTO

A different photo. This one shows Larry and a girl in a simlar
pose - a self-photo taken at arnis length with their arns around
each other. W recognize her as the girl Larry saw in the bar and
on the corner: Mary
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I NT. LARRY’ S ROOM - DAY

Larry sits in front of the opened suitcase, going through photos.
The BAR FUND jar is sitting on the floor next to him full. He
bites his lower |ip.

ANGLE ON LARRY' S HANDS

As he flips through the photos. Underneath the self-photo of he
and Mary is a photo of he, Mary, and Percy out on the town one

ni ght. Underneath that is a photo, taken by Mary, of he and Percy
toget her. They are pals.

ANGLE ON LARRY
Larry swal |l ows hard. Picks up the phone.
EXT. PARK - DAY

Larry stands at the "neeting" place. Percy approaches, hands in
pocket s.

PERCY
You wanted to neet?

LARRY
|' ve got your noney.

He hands Percy an envel ope.

LARRY (cont'd)
It's all there if you want to count it.

PERCY
| believe you.

He stuffs the envel ope in his pocket.

LARRY
So how s it going?

PERCY
Good, just busy. Cetting ready.

Larry nods.
PERCY

| should actually get going. Melinda
and | have to finish packing.
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LARRY
When you | eavi ng?

PERCY
I n the norning.

LARRY
Yeah, you gotta get cracking then.

He sticks his hand out. Percy takes it.
PERCY

Atlanta’s not that far. You should
cone visit.

LARRY
Yeah, 1'll do that.
They stand for a second.
PERCY

Okay, then. See ya.

LARRY
Yup.

An awkward shake, with a half hug. They wal k away in opposite
directions. Halfway to his car, Larry turns and watches as Percy
wal ks of f.

EXT. GAS STATI ON - DAY ( SUNSET?)

Percy and Melinda pull up to the punp. Percy junps out to fil
t he tank.

Filled up, Percy hangs up the nozzle and fishes the noney

envel ope out of his back pocket. He starts to pull a bill out as
he wal ks towards the station, then stops short.

The envelope is filled with noney. WAy too nuch noney.

| NSERT OF ENVELOPE

Stuffed full of $20 bills, with a note: "Alittle extra for the
road. Good luck. - L."

PERCY
Son of a bitch.
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| NT. APARTMENT - DAY

The BAR FUND jar sits enpty on the table. Larry is sitting next

toit, wearing his work shirt, flipping through channels on the

TV. He stares at the pretzel jar, snaps off the TV, and picks it
up. He starts cleaning up, stuffing junk fromthe table into the
pretzel jar.

ANGLE ON PHOTO WALL

Larry goes to the wall, regards his photos. He grabs one and
tears it down. Starts grabbing at others, pulling them down.
Tears themall down

| NT. KITCHEN - DAY

Larry wal ks into the kitchen, his arnms full of junk fromthe
other room He stuffs it all in the trash. Stands up to go, but
stops. Sonething in the garbage catches his eye.

LARRY' S POV

O the trash can. Sitting on the top, slightly crunpled, is the
photo of the beach that we saw at the beginning of the film

ANGLE ON LARRY

As he regards the photo.

EXT. APARTMENT - DAY

Larry wal ks to the curb with a large trash bag slung over his
shoul der. He tosses it down. He returns with another. And
anot her.

| NT. APARTMENT - DAY

Larry tosses his stuff into boxes and piles. He is working like a
madman.

EXT. APARTMENT - DAY

A yard sale. People are going through Larry’ s stuff. A man with a
beard | ooks at Larry’s TV. Hands hima wad of bills.

ANGLE ON Cl GAR BOX

As Larry stuffs noney into it.
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EXT. PAWN SHOP - DAY

Larry enters the pawnshop with a guitar case.
Cl GAR BOX

As Larry stuffs nore noney into it.

EXT. APARTMENT - DAY

Larry | eaves his house, carrying only the suitcase fromhis
closet. He is wearing “good clothes”. He waves at his LANDLORD,
who is tying a “FOR RENT” sign to the gate, and | eaves.

| NT. BUS STATION - DAY

Larry sits in a chair, waiting for his bus. The suitcase is on
his |lap. He taps his foot and | ooks around. Excited.

I NT. BUS - DAY

Larry sits next to the window. He is wearing his "good" cl othes.
He is pensive. Is he really doing the right thing?

Qutside the wwndowis a salt marsh stretching away to the
hori zon.

He has the suitcase on his lap. He opens it.
ANGLE ON THE SU TCASE

Mary's stuff is gone. The suitcase is filled with a few neatly
fol ded changes of clothes. Sitting on top is the photo fromthe
wall, the one we first saw at the begi nning of the novie.

EXT. RESTAURANT/ MARI NA - DAY

Larry wal ks through the parking lot, carrying his suitcase. He is
staring off-canera, towards the sound of WAVES CRASHI NG, but a
decrepit sailboat in dry dock catches his attention. He notices a
"For Sale" sign taped to the boat, fishes in his pocket for a
pen, and wites the nunber on his wist.

EXT. BEACH - DAY
Larry marches down to the water. At the edge, he drops his

suitcase and sits. He turns his head to the right. Beach and
ocean stretches away to the horizon. He turns to the left. There
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is asmall hut in the distance, where a man tends bar. The sounds
of STEEL DRUMS drift across the breeze. Larry starts to smle.

A PAIR OF WOMEN in bikinis wal ks past. They smle at Larry,
dressed up on the beach.

LARRY
Howzit goin’, |adies?

LADI ES
Hey.

They stop to talk wwth a very relaxed Larry. And we FADE OUT
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APPENDIX C

FINAL BUDGET



COST SUMMARY

ITEM CASH IN KIND TOTAL
SALARIES 0 9800 9800
PRODUCTION DEPT 1849.08 2650 4499.08
ART DEPT 106.93 1600 1706.93
CAMERA/LIGHTING 0 4790 4790
AUDIO 41.46 1140 1181.46
TAPE STOCK 138.46 10 148.46
POST PRODUCTION 3339.78 1800 5139.78
GRAND TOTAL 5475.71 | 21790 27265.71
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Budget Breakdown

ITEM CASH INKIND TOTAL

Principal Talent 32 days @ 3200 3200
$100/day

Supporting Talent 14 days @ 1050 1050
$75/day

Primary Crew (DP, AD, 48 days @ 4800 4800

Gaffer, Mixer, Art Director) | $100/day

Production Assistants 10 days @ 750 750
$75/day

Salaries TOTAL 0 9800 9800

Food 16 days 1390.32 1390.32

Telephone Allow 200 200

Shipping 91.56 91.56

Photocopies 30.78 30.78

Office Supplies 68.14 68.14

Misc. Batteries, cables, | 68.28 68.28
etc.

Location Fees 14 days @ 1400 1400
$100/day

Insurance 1250 1250

Production Department 1849.08 2650 4499.08

TOTAL

Photos and 64.45 150 214.45

Developing

Props 22.48 1000 1022.48

Wardrobe 10 250 260

Makeup/Hair 10 200 210

Art Department TOTAL 106.93 1600 1706.93

JVC GY-DV500 DV Camera | 16 days @ 2400 2400
$150/day

Sony Digital8 Camera 2days @ 150 150
$75/day

Camera Accessories (field 16 days @ 800 800

monitor, tripod, etc.) $50/day

Grip and Electric (Lowel Kit, | 12 days @ 1440 1440

Tweenie, Flags, etc.) $120/day

CameralLighting TOTAL 0 4790 4790
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DAT Recorder and Mics 12 days @ 480 480
$40/day
Senn 815, boom pole, and 12 days @ 660 660
lavs $55/day
DAT Tape Stock 490 min DATs | 41.46 41.46
@ $10.36
Audio TOTAL 41.46 1140 1181.46
miniDV tape 17 60min @ 96.95 96.95
$5.70.
Hi8 tape 10 30min@ 2151 2151
$10/e.
VHS tape 20 10 30
Tape Stock TOTAL 138.46 10 148.46
DV Editing workstation 2300 2300
Mini DV Camera 500 500
Editing Software 934 934
Audio Transfer From DAT to 80 80
CD
Blank DVD/CD media 10 CDS/3DVDs | 25.78 25.78
Music Recording 500 500
Music Rights 800 800
Post Production TOTAL 3339.78 1800 5139.78
GRAND TOTAL 5475.71 21790 27265.71
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APPENDIX D

RELEASE FORMS



ESCAPE VELOCITY

We appreciate your interest in "Escape Velocity". If you would like to be photographed
in this movie, we will need your signature below granting this permission.

1. Tagree to your recording my likeness and/or voice on film and/or tape, and to edit
such film and/or tape at your discretion in connection with the telecasting or other
broadcasting and my participation in your media program tentatively titled "Escape
Velocity", which is referred to herein as "The Program.”

2. I acknowledge that you are and will be the sole owner of all rights in and to The
Program and any recording, filming, or taping thereof for all purposes. You shall have
the right and authority to reproduce, publish, broadcast, and use The Program in any
manner, media, or form whatsoever, including unrestricted use for the purpose of
publicity, advertising, and sales promotion, and to use my name, likeness, voice, and
biographical and other information concerning my appearance and participation on The
Program.

3. I understand that [ shall receive no compensation for my appearance on or
participation in The Program.

4. T agree to indemnify and hold you and any third parties harmless from any and all
liability, loss, or damages (including reasonable attorney's fees) caused by or arising in
any manner from my appearance on The Program, including any utterance made by me
on The Program or material furnished by me in connection with my participation on The
Program.

e 10/16/6 2

Signature Date

Print Name




ESCAPE VELOCITY

We appreciate your interest in "Escape Velocity". If you would like to be photographed
in this movie, we will need your signature below granting this permission.

1. T'agree to your recording my likeness and/or voice on film and/or tape, and to edit
such film and/or tape at your discretion in connection with the telecasting or other
broadcasting and my participation in your media program tentatively titled "Escape
Velocity", which is referred to herein as "The Program."

2. T'acknowledge that you are and will be the sole owner of all rights in and to The
Program and any recording, filming, or taping thereof for all purposes. You shall have
the right and authority to reproduce, publish, broadcast, and use The Program in any
manner, media, or form whatsoever, including unrestricted use for the purpose of
publicity, advertising, and sales promotion, and to use my name, likeness, voice, and
biographical and other information concerning my appearance and participation on The

Program.

3. T understand that I shall receive no compensation for my appearance on or
participation in The Program.

4. Tagree to indemnify and hold you and any third parties harmless from any and all
liability, loss, or damages (including reasonable attorney's fees) caused by or arising in
any manner fron: my appearance on The Program, including any utterance made by me
on The Program or material furnished by me in connection with my participation on The

Program.
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ESCAPE VELOCITY

We appreciate your interest in "Escape Velocity”. If you would like to be photographed
in this movie, we will need your signature below granting this permission.

1. I agree to your recording my likeness and/or voice on film and/or tape, and to edit
such film and/or tape at your discretion in connection with the telecasting or other
broadcasting and my participation in your media program tentatively titled "Escape
Velocity", which is referred to herein as "The Program.”

2. lacknowledge that you are and will be the sole owner of all rights in and to The
Program and any recording, filming, or taping thereof for all purposes. You shall have
the right and authority to reproduce, publish, broadcast, and use The Program in any
manner, media, or form whatsoever, including unrestricted use for the purpose of
publicity, advertising, and sales promotion, and to use my name, likeness, voice, and
biographical and other information concerning my appearance and participation on The
Program.

3. Tunderstand that I shall receive no compensation for my appearance on or
participation in The Program.

4. Tagree to indemnify and hold you and any third parties harmless from any and all
liability, loss, or damages (including reasonable attorney's fees) caused by or arising in
any manner from my appearance on The Program, including any utterance made by me
on The Program or material furnished by me in connection with my participation on The

Program.
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ESCAPE VELOCITY

We appreciate your interest in "Escape Velocity”. If you would like to be photographed
in this movie, we will need your signature below granting this permission.

1. Tagree to your recording my likeness and/or voice on film and/or tape, and to edit
such film and/or tape at your discretion in connection with the telecasting or other
broadcasting and my participation in your media program tentatively titled "Escape
Velocity”, which is referred to herein as "The Program.”

2. T acknowledge that you are and will be the sole owner of all rights in and to The
Program and any recording, filming, or taping thereof for all purposes. You shall have
the right and authority to reproduce, publish, broadcast, and use The Program in any
manner, media, or form whatsoever, including unrestricted use for the purpose of
publicity, advertising, and sales promotion, and to use my name, likeness, voice, and
biographical and other information concerning my appearance and participation on The

Program.

3. I understand that I shall receive no compensation for my appearance on or
participation in The Program.

4. I agree to indemnify and hold you and any third parties harmless from any and all
liability, loss, or damages (including reasonable attorney's fees) caused by or arising in
any manner from my appearance on The Program, including any utterance made by me
on The Program or material furnished by me in connection with my participation on The

Program.
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ESCAPE VELOCITY

We appreciate your interest in "Escape Velocity". If you would like to be photographed
in this movie, we will need your signature below granting this permission.

1. Iagree to your recording my likeness and/or voice on film and/or tape, and to edit
such film and/or tape at your discretion in connection with the telecasting or other
broadcasting and my participation in your media program tentatively titled "Escape
Velocity", which is referred to herein as "The Program.”

2. T'acknowledge that you are and will be the sole owner of all rights in and to The
Program and any recording, filming, or taping thereof for all purposes. You shall have
the right and authority to reproduce, publish, broadcast, and use The Program in any
manner, media, or form whatsoever, including unrestricted use for the purpose of
publicity, advertising, and sales promotion, and to use my name, likeness, voice, and
biographical and other information concerning my appearance and participation on The
Program.

3. Tunderstand that I shall receive no compensation for my appearance on or
participation in The Program.

4. I agree to indemnify and hold you and any third parties harmless from any and all
hability, loss, or damages (including reasonable attorney's fees) caused bv or arising in
any manner from my appearance on The Program, including any utterance made by me
on The Program or material furnished by me in connection with my participation on The
Program.
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ESCAPE VELOCITY

We appreciate your interest in "Escape Velocity". If you would like to be photographed
in this movie, we will need your signature below granting this permission.

1. Tagree to your recording my likeness and/or voice on film and/or tape, and to edit
such film and/or tape at your discretion in connection with the telecasting or other
broadcasting and my participation in your media program tentatively titled "Escape
Velocity", which is referred to herein as "The Program."

2. T'acknowledge that you are and will be the sole owner of all rights in and to The
Program and any recording, filming, or taping thereof for all purposes. ou shall have
the right and authority to reproduce, publish, broadcast, and use The Program in any
manner, media, or form whatsoever, including unrestricted use for the purpose of
publicity, advertising, and sales promotion, and to use my name, likeness, voice, and
biographical and other information concerning my appearance and participation on The
Program.

3. T'understand that I shall receive no compensation for my appearance on or
participation in The Program.

4. I agree to indemnify and hold you and any third parties harmless from any and all
liability, loss, or damages (including reasonable attorney's fees) caused by or arising in
any manner from my appearance on The Program, including any utterance made by me
on The Program or material furnished by me in connection with my participation on The
Program.
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ESCAPE VELOCITY

We appreciate your interest in "Escape Velocity”. If you would like to be photographed
in this movie, we will need your signature below granting this permission.

1. T agree to your recording my likeness and/or voice on film and/or tape, and to edit
such film and/or tape at your discretion in connection with the telecasting or other
broadcasting and my participation in your media program tentatively titled "Escape
Velocity", which is referred to herein as "The Program."”

2. Tacknowledge that you are and will be the sole owner of all rights in and to The
Program and any recording, filming, or taping thereof for all purposes. You shall have
the right and authority to reproduce, publish, broadcast, and use The Program in any
manner, media, or form whatsoever, including unrestricted use for the purpose of
publicity, advertising, and sales promotion, and to use my name, likeness, voice, and
biographical and other information concerning my appearance and participation on The

Program.

3. I understand that I shall receive no compensation for my appearance on or
participation in The Program.

4. Tagree to indemnify and hold you and any third parties harmless from any and all
liability, loss, or damages (including reasonable attorney's fees) caused by or arising in
any manner from my appearance on The Program, including any utterance made by me
on The Program or material furnished by me in connection with my participation on The
Program.
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ESCAPE VELOCITY

We appreciate your interest in "Escape Velocity”. If you would like to be photographed
in this movie, we will need your signature below granting this permission.

1. T agree to your recording my likeness and/or voice on film and/or tape, and to edit
such film and/or tape at your discretion in connection with the telecasting or other
broadcasting and my participation in your media program tentatively titled "Escape
Velocity", which is referred to herein as "The Program."

2. Tacknowledge that you are and will be the sole owner of all rights in and to The
Program and any recording, filming, or taping thereof for all purposes. You shall have
the right and authority to reproduce, publish, broadcast, and use The Program in any
manner, media, or form whatsoever, including unrestricted use for the purpose of
publicity, advertising, and sales promotion, and to use my name, likeness, voice, and
biographical and other information concerning my appearance and participation on The

Program.

3. Tunderstand that I shall receive no compensation for my appearance on or
participation in The Program.

4. Iagree to indemnify and hold you and any third parties harmless from any and all
liability, loss, or damages (including reasonable attorney's fees) caused bv or arising in
any manner from my appearance on The Program, including any utterance made by me
on The Program or material furnished by me in connection with my participation on The

Program.
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ESCAPE VELOCITY

We appreciate your interest in "Escape Velocity”. If you would like to be photographed
in this movie, we will need your signature below granting this permission.

1. T'agree to your recording my likeness and/or voice on film and/or tape, and to edit
such film and/or tape at your discretion in connection with the telecasting or other
broadcasting and my participation in your media program tentatively titled "Escape
Velocity", which is referred to herein as "The Program."

2. I acknowledge that you are and will be the sole owner of all rights in and to The
Program and any recording, filming, or taping thereof for all purposes. You shall have
the right and authority to reproduce, publish, broadcast, and use The Program in any
manner, media, or form whatsoever, including unrestricted use for the purpose of
publicity, advertising, and sales promotion, and to use my name, likeness, voice, and
biographical and other information conceming my appearance and participation on The

Program.

3. I understand that I shall receive no compensation for my appearance cn or
participation in The Program.

4. I agree to indemnify and hold you and any third parties harmless from any and all
liability, loss, or damages (including reasonable attorney's fees) caused by or arising in
any manner from my appearance on The Program, including any utterance made by me
on The Program or material furnished by me in connection with my participation on The

Program.
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ESCAPE VELOCITY

We appreciate your interest in "Escape Velocity". If you would like to be photographed
in this movie, we will need your signature below granting this permission.

1. I agree to your recording my likeness and/or voice on film and/or tape, and to edit such
film and/or tape at your discretion in connection with the telecasting or other broadcasting
and my participation in your media program tentatively titled "Escape Velocity", which is
referred to herein as "The Program.”

2. T acknowledge that you are and will be the sole owner of all rights in and to The
Program and any recording, filming, or taping thereof for all purposes. You shall have the
right and authority to reproduce, publish, broadcast, and use The Prograrm in any manner,
media, or form whatsoever, including unrestricted use for the purpose of publicity,
advertising, and sales promotion, and to use my name, likeness, voice, and biographical
and other information concerning my appearance and participation on The Program.

3. I'understand that I shall receive no compensation for my appearance on or participation
in The Program.

4. T agree to indemnify and hold you and any third parties harmless from any and all

liability, loss, or damages (including reasonable attorney's fees) caused by or arising in any
manner from my appearance on The Program, including any utterance made by me on The
Program or material furnished by me in connection with my participation on The Program.
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ESCAPE VELOCITY

We appreciate your interest in "Escape Velocity". If you would like to be photographed
in this movie, we will need your signature below granting this permission.

1. T'agree to your recording my likeness and/or voice on film and/or tape, and to edit
such film and/or tape at your discretion in connection with the telecasting or other
broadcasting and my participation in your media program tentatively titled "Escape
Velocity", which is referred to herein as "The Program."

2. Tacknowledge that you are and will be the sole owner of all rights in and to The
Program and any recording, filming, or taping thereof for all purposes. You shall have
the right and authority to reproduce, publish, broadcast, and use The Program in any
manner, media, or form whatsoever, including unrestricted use for the purpose of
publicity, advertising, and sales promotion, and to use my name, likeness, voice, and
biographical and other information concerning my appearance and participation on The

Program.

3. T'understand that I shall receive no compensation for my appearance on or
participation in The Program.

4. Iagree to indemnify and hold you and any third parties harmiess from any and all
liability, loss, or damages (including reasonable attorney's fees) caused by or arising in
any manner from my appearance on The Program, including any utterance made by me
on The Program or material furnished by me in connection with my participation on The
Program.
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ESCAPE VELOCITY

We appreciate your interest in "Escape Velocity". If you would like to be photographed
in this movie, we will need your signature below granting this permission.

1. Tagree to your recording my likeness and/or voice on film and/or tape, and to edit
such film and/or tape at your discretion in connection with the telecasting or other
broadcasting and my participation in your media program tentatively titled "Escape
Velocity", which is referred to herein as "The Program."

2. I acknowledge that you are and will be the sole owner of all rights in and to The
Program and any recording, filming, or taping thereof for all purposes. You shall have
the right and authority to reproduce, publish, broadcast, and use The Program in any
manner, media, or form whatsoever, including unrestricted use for the purpose of
publicity, advertising, and sales promotion, and to use my name, likeness, voice, and
biographical and other information concerning my appearance and participation on The

Program.

3. Tunderstand that I shall receive no compensation for my appearance on or
participation in The Program.

4. T'agree to indemnify and hold you and any third parties harmless from any and all
liability, loss, or damages (including reasonable attorney's fees) caused by or arising in
any manner from my appearance on The Program, including any utterance made by me
on The Program or material furnished by me in connection with my participation on The
Program.

Sla. Sounedt ce. Novenila s 9, 2003
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ESCAPE VELOCITY

We appreciate your interest in "Escape Velocity”. If you would like to be photographed
in this movie, we will need your signature below granting this permission.

1. T'agree to your recording my likeness and/or voice on film and/or tape, and to edit
such film and/or tape at your discretion in connection with the telecasting or other
broadcasting and my participation in your media program tentatively titled "Escape
Velocity", which is referred to herein as "The Program."

2. T acknowledge that you are and will be the sole owner of all rights in and to The
Program and any recording, filming, or taping thereof for all purposes. You shall have
the right and authority to reproduce, publish, broadcast, and use The Program in any
manner, media, or form whatsoever, including unrestricted use for the purpose of
publicity, advertising, and sales promotion, and to use my name, likeness, voice, and
biographical and other information concerning my appearance and participation on The
Program.

3. I'understand that I shall receive no compensation for my appearance on or
participation in The Program.

4. I agree to indemnify and hold you and any third parties harmless from any and all
liability, loss, or damages (including reasonable attorney's fees) caused by or anising in
any manner from my appearance on The Progran,, including any utterance made by me
on The Program or material furnished by me in connection with my participation on The

Program.
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ESCAPE VELOCITY

We appreciate your interest in "Escape Velocity". If you would like to be photographed
in this movie, we will need your signature below granting this permission.

1. I'agree to your recording my likeness and/or voice on film and/or tape, and to edit
such film and/or tape at your discretion in connection with the telecasting or other
broadcasting and my participation in your media program tentatively titled "Escape
Velocity", which is referred to herein as "The Program."”

2. Tacknowledge that you are and will be the sole owner of all rights in and to The
Program and any recording, filming, or taping thereof for all purposes. You shall have
the right and authority to reproduce, publish, broadcast, and use The Program in any
manner, media, or form whatsoever, including unrestricted use for the purpose of
publicity, advertising, and sales promotion, and to use my name, likeness, voice, and
biographical and other information concerning my appearance and participation on The

Program.

3. lunderstand that I shall receive no compensation for my appearance on or
participation in The Program.

4. I agree to indemnify and hold you and any third parties harmless from any and all
liability, loss, or damages (including reasonable attorney's fees) caused by or arising in
any manner from my appearance on The Program, including any utterance made by me
on The Program or material furnished by me in connection with my participation on The

Program.
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APPENDIX E

DIGITAL COPY OF FILM
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VITA

Joshua Trotter was born in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1976. He grew up in Pinellas County,
Florida, where he developed alove for reading, writing, comics, animation, films, and the
outdoors. In 1998, he received a Bachelor’ s degree in English from the University of Florida,
where he studied American Literature, Fiction Writing, Comics and Animation, and Zoology. He
continued in the graduate English program at UF, where he taught Composition and Technical
Writing courses. For his Masters thesis he analyzed the directorial styles of Bob Clampett, Friz
Freleng, Chuck Jones, and Frank Tashlin by examining the Private Snafu cartoon produced by
the Warner Brothers studios during World War 1.

Mr. Trotter moved to New Orleansin the summer of 2000 to pursue his dream of making
films. He produced seven short films while at UNO and crewed on several more. In addition, he
served the Department of Drama and Communication as a Graduate Assistant. He hopesto find

work in the entertainment industry as awriter and director.
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