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FADE | N:
| NT. BOXI NG GYM -- NI GHT

Smal |, moldy boxing gym A few random |ight bul bs are burned
out, electrical wires hang |lose fromthe ceiling.

In one corner, an over aged white boxer junps rope. The RHYTHM
fromthe junp rope echoes throughout the gym

CHAD M LLER, 24, Caucasian, warrior build with a well beaten
face, and a tattoo on his armof a heart with MOMwitten
across it; spars in the ring with TOWY, 22, thinner and not
so strong. Both wear torn, stained gear. The sound of

| eather as it strikes skin followed by groans interrupts the
sound fromthe junp rope.

LARRY WHI TMAN, 47, small and snelly, a white towel around
his neck; watches fromoutside the ring. Larry holds a
Chi huahua, ROCKY.

Chad fights in an unchall enged, bored manner. Tonmmy is
clearly in over his head.

SOPH E M LLER, 20, Caucasian, pretty enough, wears jeans,
tank top and a pony tail; clunsily plays around on a speed
bag.

A TI MER RINGS, Chad punches Tommy late. Tommy, stunned,

| ooks towards Larry. Larry shakes his head and offers Tommy
a hand as he clinbs out of the ring, then hands Rocky over
to Toomy. Tomry, clunsy with his gloves on and weak from
his fight, alnost drops Rocky. Annoyed, Larry grabs Rocky
back and stuffs himin his hoodie. Rocky adjusts hinmself in
t he hoodi e and sticks his head out.

Chad | ooks over at Sophie before clinbing out of the ring.
Larry takes a few steps over to Chad, stands in front of him
as he tries to gain Chad's full attention.

LARRY
You ass-w pe. You sick bastard.

Chad | ooks over Larry's head towards Sophie.

CHAD
VWhat ever .

Chad reaches out to pat Rocky on the head. Rocky SNARLS.

WIIl SUMMERS, 26, Cuban, with kind eyes that contradict his
solid tough guy build, freshly showered, jeans, w fe beater
and gym bag, enters the gymfroma back door with a hand
made sign that says "Locker Roont with graffiti over it that
says "Shit Hole."



He eyes Sophie, who hasn't noticed himyet, then puts his
gym bag down, sneaks up on her and hits the speed bag, which
accidentally bops her on the head. They LAUGH

Sophie is unconfortable as she feels Chad watching from across
the room Sophie turns away fromWII| then wal ks towards

the door, grabs a jean jacket that hangs on a hook with half

a dozen junp ropes. Sophie exits the gym

Chad narrows his eyes and pulls off his gloves as he watches
WIIl grab his gymbag and exit the gym

EXT. BOXING GYM -- N GHT

There is a chi-chi restaurant next to the gymw th tables
out si de and some outdoor heaters. A few people deep in
conversation sit at a table and drink w ne.

WIIl steps outside of the gym Sophie |eans against the
outside wall as she shivers fromthe cold and enjoys a | ong
drag froma cigarette. One of the restaurant patrons gives
Sophie a nasty look. WII|l walks up to her, gently takes her
cigarette and kisses her. He sticks his hand out, offers

the snarly restaurant patron the cigarette. Wen his offer

is rudely ignored, WII holds the cigarette to Sophie's nouth
so she can take one nore drag, then he drops the cigarette

on the sidewal ks and squishes it with his boot while he kisses
Sophi e agai n.

SOPHI E
Chad wll kill us both.

W LL
| "' mnot scared of Chad.

SOPHl E
You shoul d be.

They kiss nore urgently.

| NT. WLL'S BEDROOM -- MORNI NG

Sophie and WIIl sleep in a sparse bedroom There are boxing
trophi es and one boxing poster featuring "WII|l Summers" on
the wall. Waps hang over the door and Sophie's jean jacket
hangs over a chair. Cothes are tossed randomy on the fl oor.
WI 1l wakes, adm res Sophie, kisses her forehead.

W LL
Happy Birthday, chica.

Sophi e wakes. Looks at the clock that sits on the night
stand, it is nearly noon. She junps out of bed.



SOPHI E
Holy Shit!

Sophi e dances around the room and gat hers her cl ot hes.

W LL
VWhat the hell?

WIIl sits up and | ooks at Sophie as if she has just gone
bonkers.

SOPHI E
Lunch, duh?!'? Chad gets so pissed
when I'mlate. ...

W LL
So, let him be pissed.

W1l grabs his jeans off the floor and tries to put his |eg
in but the pant |egs are inside out.

Sophi e pulls her tank over her head then sees WIIl as he
struggles to put his pants on.

SOPHI E
What are you doi ng?
W LL
CGetting dressed, maybe?
SOPHI E
Wy ?
W LL
Wy ?
SOPHI E

Wiy are you getting dressed? You're
not goi ng anywhere.

Sophi e, now dressed, grabs her purse and heads towards the
door. WIIl, only one leg in his pants grabs her by the arm

W LL
| can't keep this up

Sophi e, now playful, kisses WII and grabs himby the balls.

SOPHI E
Oh, |I'msure you can.

Sophi e escapes the room |eaving WII behind.



| NT. DI NI NG ROOM -- DAY

Lower m ddle class dining roomdecorated in tacky Christnas.
A grocery store birthday cake, candles lit, sits on the mddle
of the table.

Sitting around the dining roomtable with Chad and Sophi e,
are MOM 53, pale and frunpy, and DAN ELLE ALEXANDER, 21,
al nost anorexic with too nuch makeup

Sophi e bl ows out the candles. Everyone claps. Mm snaps
t oget her plastic chanpagne gl asses, pours cheap chanpagne in
t hem t hen passes them around.

MOM
If only your dad was here today to
say a toast.

Chad stands up and raises his glass. Danielle admres Chad.
Sophie takes a big sip fromher glass before raising her now
hal f enpty gl ass of chanpagne to Chad.

CHAD
This is what dad would want ne to
say to you today-

SOPHI E
Good thing he isn't here.

CHAD
-Twenty-one, but always ny little
sister. I'mstill here to protect

you fromall the scumout there.
Everyone takes a drink except for Sophie.

SOPHI E
Ain"t | the lucky one.

MOM
Yes you are.

Mom cuts the cake, puts pieces on paper plates and passes
themout with plastic forks. Sophie eats only the icing.
Danielle eats hardly anything. Mmeats exactly half of her
cake. Chad eats his entire piece in tw bites.

SOPHI E
So doesn't anyone want to know what
| wished for?

DANI ELLE
You know that it's bad luck to tel
your w sh.



SOPHI E
| think that's just bull shit.

MOM
Sophi e!

Chad pours hinself sonme nore chanpagne.

SOPHI E
For ny entire life |I have kept ny
birthday wi shes a secret, and not a
one of them has conme true. So |
think we have this all ass backwards
and we shoul d be scream ng out to
the entire world what our birthday
wi shes are!

Dani el | e hands her enpty gl ass towards Chad. Chad pushes
the nearly enpty bottle of chanpagne towards her

MOM
That's not true.

Dani el l e pours the few remai ni ng drops of Chanpagne into her
gl ass.

SOPHl E
VWhat ?

Chad gets up and wal ks into the kitchen.

MOM
That can't be true. Everyone has
had wi shes cone true.

Sophie throws her arns up in disbelief.

MOM ( CONT' D)
Maybe you' ve just wi shed for the
wrong t hings?

Chad returns with a can of generic beer and takes a swg.
SOPHI E

And who deci des whether a wish is
good enough to cone true?

MOM
At twenty-one Chad was bundled in ny
arms. | wish you, ny Sophie, to

have the sane happi ness that | was
bl essed with.

SOPHI E
SEE!'! 1]



Sophi e slans her fist on the table.

SOPHI E ( CONT' D)
That's a God awful w sh!

MOM
One day you'll see that I'mright.

Mom ki sses Chad on the forehead, clears the dishes fromthe
tabl e, then wal ks into the kitchen.

Chad bur ps.

Sophie rolls her eyes at Chad, gets up, helps her nom cl ear
the table, exits into the kitchen. Danielle nethodically
tears her napkin into little bits.

DANI ELLE
So Chad, Sophie and | are drinking
at The Brewery tonight, you should
cone.

CHAD
| don't know why you hang there.

Dani el | e stands up and noves directly behi nd Chad.

DANI ELLE
Where shoul d we hang?

CHAD
How ' bout anywhere but there? Soph
doesn't need her fake ID anynore...you
can go anywhere.

DANI ELLE
Soph likes it there.

CHAD
It's a dunp.

Daniell e ankwardly starts massagi ng his shoul ders.

DANI ELLE
| f you change your mnd..... cone
slumw th us.

Chad picks up a birthday candle fromthe table and breaks it
in half.

CHAD
|'d wish that that shit WII Sunmer's
woul d get the fucking shit beat out
of him and never get into the ring
agai n.



DANI ELLE
Ckay then. That's a pl easant birthday
W sh.

Dani el | e noves away from Chad, clears sone dishes fromthe
table. As Danielle walks into the kitchen, Sophie returns
to the dining roomfromthe kitchen. As they pass each other
Dani el l e give Sophie a 'help nme look' and tilts her head

t owar ds Chad.

SOPHI E
So, you're still |eading her on.

CHAD
| haven't made her no prom ses.

SOPHI E
So she knows about that skank you' ve
been doi ng?

Chad stands up and grabs his plate fromthe table just as
Sophi e is about to.

CHAD
No, and she better not find out from
you.

| NT. THE BREVERY -- NI GHT

Smal|l bar with a tiny dance area, nusic cones froma boom
box behind the bar. Mst of the bar stools and tables are
occupied. No cosnopolitans served in this bar.

Sophie and Danielle sit at the bar wwth a beer in front of
them Danielle too frequently |ooks up at the door.

SOPHI E
He's not com ng.

Dani el l e unbuttons a few buttons on her shirt, which would
reveal cleavage if there was any.

SOPHI E ( CONT' D)
My brother's a crazy shit, he thinks
he's too good to hang with us.

Sophie re-buttons Danielle's shirt.

DANI ELLE
Maybe we shoul d have gone sonewhere
ni cer.

Sophie rolls her eyes. Danielle clears her throat. Sophie
| ooks up. WIIl walks in, sees them and wal ks over. He | ooks
over at the BARTENDER



BARTENDER
WII.

The bartender and WI | pound fists together in greeting.

W LL
Three shots of tequila, por favor.

BARTENDER
Si, am go.

The bartender pours.

BARTENDER ( CONT' D)
Uno...dos...tres.

Sophie, Danielle and WII clink and drink. Danielle alnost
chokes and can't get the entire shot down. WII| drinks his
shot |ike water, smles as he watches Sophi e savor the
tequila. Sophie shakes her head at WII, smles, happy to
see him Danielle sets her not quite enpty shot glass down
on the counter, Sophie picks it up and drinks the remaining
tequil a.

W LL
How was | unch?

SOPHI E
Bori ng.

W LL

| should have been there.

SOPHI E
| will take boring over a blood bath
any day, thank you.

DANI ELLE

What are you guys tal king about ?
SOPHI E

Never m nd.
W LL

Sophi e thinks that her brother won't
approve of the two of us dating.

Sophie rolls her eyes and holds her shot glass out to the
bartender who fills it with tequila. Sophie downs it.

DANI ELLE
You two are dating?

Sophie and WIIl give Danielle an innocent child | ook.



| NT. BATHROOM AT THE BREWERY -- NI GHT

Sophie and Danielle sit on a windowsill, the w ndow open as
they share a cigarette. They each have a bottle of Bud with
t hem

SCOPHI E
Not a word.

DANI ELLE
Chad w Il shit.

SOPHI E
Not if you don't tell him

Daniell e reaches for the cigarette from Sophi e but Sophie
pulls it back.

DANI ELLE
Ckay. ..l won't say anything.

Sophi e hands Danielle the cigarette.

DANI ELLE ( CONT' D)
But he is so going to just shit.

Sophie smles to herself.

SOPHI E
Yep.

DANI ELLE

Sophi e | ooks bl ankly at Danielle. Danielle has an "ah-ha"
noment .

DANI ELLE ( CONT' D)
You want Chad to find out?

Sophi e | ooks content.
SOPHI E
Can you think of anything that would
piss himoff nore than this?
Dani el l e thinks on this.

DANI ELLE
WIIl's not even your type.

SOPHI E
What do you nmean?



DANI ELLE
You don't date nice boys.

Two prissy girls walk in. They have on coll ege sweaters,
too much hair, too nmuch make-up, and too nuch cl eavage; they
f ake cough when they see Sophi e and Daniell e snoking.

Daniell e stares at Sophie and takes a | ong drag on her
cigarette.

Sophi e hol ds out her pack of cigarettes to the prissy girls.
The prissy girls |ook disgusted and then go into a stal
t oget her.

SOPHI E
That's why | never went to coll ege.

Sophi e and Danielle toast their beer bottles.

SNCORTI NG sounds conme fromthe bathroomstall. (OC
DANI ELLE
What has Chad done that's so bad to
you?
SOPHI E

For starters, he ruins everything.
Not hing I do is good enough. No one
| date is good enough. He ruins
every relationship |I've had.

DANI ELLE
Rel ati onshi ps? Is that what you
call your fling-y fling things now?

The prissy girls exit the bathroomstall. One of them w pes
her nose and checks herself in the cracked mrror.

DANI ELLE ( CONT' D)
And yo, don't you know that is so
ei ghti es?

Dani el l e turns back to Sophie.

DANI ELLE ( CONT' D)
He | oves you, that's all Sophie, he

| oves you.

SOPHI E
He's mean, that's all Danielle, he's
nmean.

10



| NT. THE BREVERY- NI GHT

Sophi e and Danielle wal k back to WIl, who nurses a beer.
Sophi e takes the beer away fromhim places it on the bar,
takes WIIl by the hand and | eads himout to the dance fl oor.
They dance sexy hot together.

A CQUJY, loser trying not to be a |oser, conmes up to Danielle.
Dani el I e, | ooks annoyed and bored, noves one bar stool over.
Daniell e takes a canmera from her purse and takes a picture
of Sophie and WII.

Sophie and WII kiss at the end of the dance, then Sophie

wal ks over to Danielle and pulls her out onto the dance fl oor
and the three of them dance. After a few nonents anot her

guy comes up and starts dancing with Danielle. Sophie starts
dancing as close as she can to WII.

SOPHI E
You want to know what ny birthday
w sh is?

| NT. BOXI NG GYM -- DAY

Chad trains on a speed bag. Larry wal ks up. Rocky sticks
his head out of Larry's sweatshirt.

LARRY
Got a fight for you.

Chad qui ckly makes eye contact then returns his concentration
to the bag.

LARRY ( CONT' D)
Rodr equez.

Chad tilts his head, bored, still works on the speed bag.
Larry noves closer to Chad. Rocky gets spooked, so close to
t he speed bag, and pulls his head inside of Larry's

sweat shirt.

LARRY ( CONT' D)
Fi ghti ng Rodrequez beneath you?
Pass on it. See if | care.

Larry turns and slowy wal ks away.

LARRY ( CONT' D)
The wi nner of the match goes on to
the Western States Chanpionship. |If
WIIl Sumrers wins his fight against
Cortez -

11



| NT. BEDROOM - SCPHI E'S -- N GHT

Cheap box apartnent bedroom decorated on a budget. A few
stuffed animals, jewelry boxes, no posters. Sophie and WII
are cuddly in bed. Sophie snokes a cigarette.

SOPHI E
Holy shit.

W LL
Holy shit.

SOPHI E

Summers and MIller. A rennatch.

W LL
This is what he's been waiting for.

SOPHI E
This is not good.

W LL
| want this fight.

SOPHI E
| don't want you to fight ny brother.

W1l gives Sophie his "are you bonkers' | ook.

W LL
You don't want your brother to get
hurt?

SOPHI E

| don't want you to get hurt.

W LL
| should be offended right now But
| think that you care about ne nore

than you want to admt. And I like
t hat .
SOPHI E
Don't get all nushy now.
W LL
You are falling in love with ne.
SOPHI E
| don't fall in love. | just play.

W1l gives Sophie a playful |ook before diving under the
covers.

12



| NT. OFFI CE -- DAY

Sophie and Danielle are in their side-by-side cubicles,
divided by a partition wall. They can't see each other, but
they talk to each other as if they are in a coffee shop.
They input data into a conputer.

DANI ELLE
That's code for he | oves you. Your
l[ittle ganme i s worKking.

SOPHI E
| don't want himto | ove ne.

DANI ELLE
Right. Watever.

SOPHI E
|f he |loves nme, why wouldn't he just
conme out and say it?

Sophi e stops inputting data and sits back to enjoy her coffee
and conversati on.

DANI ELLE
Telling the truth is dangerous.
SOPHI E
Oh right, God knows telling the truth
is a bad thing.
DANI ELLE
So should | be truthful wth Chad,
and tell himhow rmuch I |ike hinf
SOPHI E
No!

Sophie spills her coffee on a data entry sheet, |ooks around,
qui ckly crunpl es the paper and throws it away.

DANI ELLE
But | really do like him

Dani el l e keeps up with her data input. Sophie doodl es on
her cal endar and then, nore seriously, counts days on the
cal endar.

SOPHI E
| know you really like him He knows
you really like him

Sophie wites the nunber 27 on a date on the cal endar and
slowy keeps counting the days forward to the January 8th.

13



DANI ELLE
You t hi nk he knows?

Sophi e mouths "no shit."

SOPHI E
| s today the 8th?

DANI ELLE
Al'l day long. He isn't seeing anyone
else, is he? I'mfeeling this may
be getting close to becom ng
excl usi ve.

SOPHI E
Shit. Shit.

Sophie draws fiercely over the cal endar.

DANI ELLE
VWhat? He is -
SOPHI E
| think he'll need to be school ed on

t hat whol e excl usi ve concept.

DANI ELLE
So....what should | do?

SOPHI E
Find soneone else to really Iike?

M KE, 27, in a cheap suit, slightly geeky, hangs over Sophie's
cubicle, tapping his fingers.

DANI ELLE
Li ke who???

Sophi e | ooks up at M ke.

SOPHI E
Oh, what about that hot new manager?

DANI ELLE
You don't nean that geek do you?

Sophie throws her arnms up into the air and | ooks up at M ke
with a "go figure" | ook.

I NT. SOPH E'S LI VING ROOM -- N GHT
Smal | boxy room is open to kitchen and dining area. The
furniture | ooks rented. A few cheap prints of flowers on

the walls, and sone droopy, not dead yet, not quite alive
plants are on the coffee table.

14



There is a small shopping bag next to the couch.

Sophie sits on the couch and grabs the shoppi ng bag. She
takes out a college class catalog, looks at it then pulls a
pregnancy test kit out of the bag.

She gets up, the pregnancy kit falls on the floor, she tosses
the catalog in the waste basket, grabs a beer fromthe fridge,
| ooks out the wi ndow at the view - a row of boxy apartnents.

She takes the catal og out of the waste basket and sits back
down. She picks up the beer and the pregnancy kit.

Danielle wal ks in. Sophie quickly puts the itens back in
t he shoppi ng bag.

DANI ELLE
Hey Chi ca.

Dani el l e steps out of her shoes, grabs a beer fromthe fridge,
sits down, puts her feet up on the coffee table, grabs the
renote and turns the TV on. A reality showis on. A typica
party girl is drinking in a hot tub wth a typical jock boy.

SOPH E
| hate this shit.
DANI ELLE
You TiVo it.
SOPH E

For you bitch.

Sophi e and Danielle instantly becone engrossed in the show.

DANI ELLE
| don't see why she stays with him
SOPHI E
She's a bitch.
DANI ELLE
He's hot.
SOPHI E
She' s stupid.
DANI ELLE

Oh, and you're a brain surgeon?
The couple on TV get nore intinmate.

SOPHI E
No condom

15



DANI ELLE
Sonetimes you are so strange.

SOPHI E
Do you see them whi ppi ng out a condonf?

DANI ELLE
Everyone uses a condom duh

Danielle turns the volunme up, Sophie grabs her shoppi ng bag.
Sophi e gets up and wal ks out of the room flipping Danielle
of f behind her back, while Danielle sinmultaneously is doing
t he sane to Sophie.

I NT. SOPHI E'S BATHROOM -- NI GHT

Sophie sits on the toilet and stares at the pregnancy test

she holds. She nakes the sign of the cross, puts the test

bet ween her | egs, closes her eyes and pees. She places the
pregnancy test on the counter, grabs the coll ege catal og
fromthe shopping bag and flips through the pages. She sneaks
gl ances at the test and then at her watch.

DANI ELLE (Q. S.)
oOM3 'l  Sophie get your ass out here,
the bitch chick and slut girl are at
it...

SOPHI E
At it as in making out or fighting?

Sophi e | ooks at her watch, w pes and pulls up her jeans.

DANI ELLE
It's a girl fight!!! Bitch chick
just clawed slut girl's face and |

see bl ood!
Sophi e takes a deep breath.

DANI ELLE ( CONT' D)
Holy shit!

Sophi e | ooks at the pregnancy test.

SOPHI E
Holy shit.

| NT. BOXI NG GYM -- DAY

Chad spars in the ring. Larry watches fromjust outside the
ropes, Rocky pokes his head out of Larry's hoodie to watch.
WIIl enters the gym and heads towards the | ocker room he
pauses to watch Chad. Chad sees WIIl, his SPARRI NG PARTNER
gets an upper cut in followed by a hook to the chin.

16



Chad's face swings to the side fromthe inpact as his focus
remains on WIl. WII suppresses a | augh.

Chad returns his concentration to his sparring partner,

i ncreases his attack and knocks himdown. Larry clinbs into
the ring, kneels next to the sparring partner, puts Rocky
down. Rocky licks the Sparring Partners face and the sparring
partner slowy opens his eyes and | ooks at Rocky.

SPARRI NG PARTNER
Yo, Rocky.

Chad stands back, oblivious to his sparring partner, and
| ooks for WIIl but finds himalready heading for the | ocker
room

The sparring partner stands up and shakes his head. Chad
takes notice that his sparring partner is up. Chad dances
around ready to resune the fight. Larry picks up Rocky and
sticks himback inside his hoodie, Rocky sticks his head out
to watch.

LARRY
This fights over.

The sparring partner cracks his neck and clinbs out of the
ring.

Chad shadowboxes around Larry.

LARRY ( CONT' D)
Don't ever, in ny gym treat a
sparring partner like that ever again.

CHAD
(casual l y)
You gonna take care of Summers?

LARRY
If I was a braver nman,
you to |l eave ny gym Thi
gym don't you forget.

‘d be telling
s is M

Chad | ooks down at Rocky and sm | es.
CHAD
And don't you forget I'mthe star of
this gym

Chad clinbs out of the ring. Larry clinbs out after him and
puts Rocky down on the ground to run around.

W Il opens the | ocker roomdoor to enter the gym Chad wal ks

through the door as if WIIl is his doorman. WII follows
Chad into the | ocker roomw th his eyes.

17



Chad | ooks over his shoulder at WIIl. 1It's a stare down.
Rocky runs up to WIl, WII picks up Rocky. Rocky starts to
lick WIl's face. Chad watches for a second before he turns
and wal ks into the | ocker room

W LL
Yo Rocky, how s life?

WIIl sits down on a weight bench, puts Rocky down and starts
to put on his waps. One wap is draped around his neck,
while he is busy with the first hand. Larry steps up.

LARRY
You ever been to that gym on 42nd?

Larry takes over wapping WIlI's hands for him

W LL
That shit hol e?

Larry | ooks around at the shit hole they are in.

LARRY
And this ain't no shit hole.

W11l | ooks around.

W LL
This shit hole is hone.

Rocky lays on his back, next to the ring. The only noises
are the TINY SNORES from Rocky. Larry finishes with one
hand and grabs for WIl's other hand to wap.

Larry takes the wap fromaround WIlI's neck and starts to
wap WII's other hand.

LARRY
Well, but Chad ain't happy with you
training here. It can't be a good

thing for either of ya's. Distracting
each other and shit.

W LL
Then | say that Chad can nobve over
to that other shit hole.

JACKSON, big black guy, wal ks into the gym and | ooks none
t oo happy when he sees Larry with WII.
LARRY
Well, well, the way Chad sees it is

that he's been training here for a
| ot | onger then you, so it should be
you that | eaves.

18



W LL
Seens to nme then, that Chad and |
just ain't seeing things eye to eye,

are we?
LARRY
Li sten, | understand what you're
sayi ng.
W LL
Good, then you'll have no probl em

explaining it to Chad.
Jackson wal ks over to WII and Larry.

JACKSON
['Il take over here.

LARRY
We were just finished.

JACKSON
Good enough.

Larry wal ks into the | ocker room Jackson unwaps Larry's
work and starts to re-wap WII's hands.

W LL
This is ny gym

JACKSON
Go get some fresh air.

WIIl grabs a junp rope fromthe wall hooks and wal ks out the
front door of the gym

Jackson wal ks to the | ocker room opens the door and pauses
as he overhears Larry and Chad tal ki ng.

CHAD (QO. S.)
|s he doing ny sister?

LARRY (O.S.)
None of my business. And none of
yours, either, if you know what's
good for you.

A BANG froma fist slammng against a |l ocker. (QOS.)

CHAD (QO. S.)
It is ny business.
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LARRY (O.S.)
Don't get yourself in trouble before

the fight. 1It's not worth it, Chad,
just not worth it.

CHAD (O . S.)
"1l kill that bastard. | swear to

God, Larry, if he has touched ny
sister he's a dead nman.

Jackson doesn't nove, he just takes everything in.

LARRY (O.S.)
Wiy don't you let her |live her own
life?

CHAD (QO. S.)

You don't understand.

LARRY (O.S.)
VWhat | do understand is that he
deserved that fight.

In a very cal cul ated manner Jackson slowy and quietly taps
his fingers on the door.

CHAD (QO. S.)
| gave himall | had.

LARRY (O.S.)
Wnning a fight isn't just about
what you give...it's about how nuch
of a beating you can take and still
be able to fight back

CHAD (O S.)
Oh, | can take a beating.

EXT. PARK -- DAY

WIIl stops to watch sone young girls junp rope. Two of the
girls are hot-footing it, WIIl is inpressed. WII begins
his own fancy junp rope work. The group of kids watch him
then try to outdo him WII plays along, and tries to out-
do them An audience of children forns around them Sophie
arrives, joins the group of kids.

SOPHI E
Show of f.
W11l 1 ooks up and sees Sophie in the crowd of children.
W LL

Show of f? Me?
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W11 hands his rope to Sophie. Sophie starts a sinple junp
rope rhythm WII clears his throat and | aughs.

Sophie trips over the rope and falls. WII catches her before
she hits the ground. The kids |augh at her.

Two girls start twirling the long rope, one twirling on each
end, Sophie recovers and junps in the m ddle.

WIIl watches. The kids start to clap out a rhythm Sophie
ski ps confidently, wnks at WIIl in her glory. Her dress
flutters up a bit too high and she quickly adjusts it by
holding it down with her hands.

Anot her girl prepares to junmp in with Sophie, WII| stops her
and junps in hinmself. The children LAUGH The children
begin to chant.

G RLS
First comes |ove, then cones marri age,
t hen conmes baby. ...

Sophie trips on the rope.

G RLS (CONT' D)
...i1n a baby carri age.

Sophie and WII fall. Everyone LAUGHS. WII hel ps Sophie
up and they walk toward a willow tree in the park.

W LL
Chad thinks that | should nove over
to that gymon 42nd Street.

SOPHI E
Probably not a bad idea. But, I
don't think you shoul d.

WIIl sits down at the base of the willow tree.

SOPHI E ( CONT' D)
But, then, nmaybe you shoul d just
give in this once.

W1l pulls Sophie down next to him

SOPHI E ( CONT' D)
O not.

W LL
Deci si ve, eh?

SOPHI E

Sonme decisions are best left up to
the flip of a coin.
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W LL
Phi | osophi cal, we are, Yoda?

SOPHI E
Just got some things on ny m nd.

W1l brushes sone grass off of Sophie's dress.

W LL
Such as?
SOPHI E
Not hi ng.
W LL
Not hi ng?
W1l Kkisses Sophie.
SOPHI E
Ckay. | had an appoi ntnent at the

col | ege adm ssions office.

WIIl pulls back a few inches.

W LL
Here, at State?

SOPHI E
Yep.

W LL
That's great.

SOPHI E

You think so?

W LL
Sure | do, but what's inportant is
what you t hink.

SOPHI E
| don't know what | think.

W LL
You don't have any dreans?

W1l picks some dandelions and sticks themin Sophie's hair.
SOPHI E

Dreans? Like living in a big house
with a maid and butler and a...
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W LL
Li ke being the world heavy wei ght

boxi ng chanp.
SOPHI E
Nope. ... never wanted to box.
W LL

What do you want ?

SOPHI E
Wiy do you want to box?

W1l picks another flower and takes the petals off, very
del i berately, one by one.

W LL
Because it is ne out there, ne against
one other man. | have to be smart,
fast and strong, alert, | can't mss
any nove ny opponent makes. To beat
a good, no, a great fighter, | have
to be perfect. | have to know what
nmy opponent is going to do before he
knows it hinself. | have to be
everything, all at the sane tine. |
can't be sloppy, or lazy, or
apprehensive. Boxing is the perfect
conpetition...it is the purist form
of man agai nst man.

Sophi e' s i npressed.

SOPHI E
| thought you just liked to beat up
nmy br ot her.

Sophi e shakes the dandelions out of her hair. They start
maki ng out. Sophie straddles WII and starts getting very
sexual | y aggressive, puts her hand under her dress to undo
Chad' s pants.

WLL

My God girl, you are going to be the
deat h of ne.

I NT. DI NI NG ROOM -- EVEN NG

Sophie sits at the table while Mom pins the hem of the boxing
robe Chad wears as he stands on a chair.

MOM
Wy ?
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SOPHI E

What ?
MOM
Wiy do you want to go col |l ege?
SOPHI E
Maybe to get an education...to get a

better | ob.

Sophi e grabs an apple fromthe fruit bow and cleans it on
her shirt sl eeve.

CHAD
VWhat's wong with the job that you
have now?
MOM
Exactly. Nothing is wong with it.
SOPHI E
Maybe | want nore
MOM
Ri ght now we need to concentrate on
Chad' s fight.
SOPHI E
Wy ?
MOM
Wiy? Why, he is going to fight that
Summers guy that stole that fight
fromhim Revenge.
SOPHI E
| didn't know that you believed in
revenge.
MOM

| don't. This is different.

Sophie bites into her apple. She spits out her bite, the
appl e is bruised.

CHAD
| s not hing ever good enough for you?

Sophi e hands the apple to Chad.
Chad hands the apple back to Sophie.

MOM
School costs noney.
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SOPHI E
Well, | thought that maybe you would -

CHAD
Here it cones...always asking for
noney. WII| you ever be able to
take care of yourself?

Sophie throws the apple down on her plate then gets up and
| eaves in a huff.

EXT. BOXI NG GYM -- DAY
Chad opens the door to exit the gym WII takes quick

advant age and wal ks into the gymleaving Chad to hold the
door open.

CHAD
What the hell?
WI1l |ooks around to try and figure out what Chad is tal king
about .

CHAD ( CONT' D)
What the fuck are you doing here?

W LL
| f seeing nme day in and day out
bot hers you....nove your ass over to

that other shit hole.

Chad grabs WIIl by the neck of his shirt. They are still in
t he doorway of the gym now attracting the attention of a
few of the patrons fromthe restaurant next door, who seem
to find hunor in the situation and | augh.

CHAD
This is ny gym

W LL
You don't want to go down this road.

Chad gets his face just inches away fromWII's.

CHAD
You have no idea how nuch restraint
it is taking to keep ne from endi ng
you right here.

Chad's grip slips into a neck hold. The two stare at each
other for a long nmonment. Chad hesitantly lets go of WII.

CHAD ( CONT' D)
Stay the fuck away fromny sister
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I NT. WLL'S BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Sophi e on one side of the bed, her back to WII, who is
sitting up in bed.

W LL
You' re mmad.

SOPHI E
' m not nad.

Sophi e pounds at her pillow and then puts her head back down.

SOPHI E ( CONT' D)
I'mtired.

W LL
You' ve been fl opping around over
there for an hour.

SOPHI E
Just go to sl eep.

W1 shakes his head, turns his back to Sophie and pulls the
covers up

SOPHI E ( CONT' D)
Li ke we don't have to do it every

ni ght .
W LL
| never said we did.
SOPHI E
But you expect it.
W LL
What ?
SOPHI E
You wanted it tonight.
W LL
| want it every night...but | don't

ex-
Sophie hits WIIl over the head with her pillow

SOPHI E
See...it's all about sex.

WIIl puts his arnms up in defense.

W LL
VWhat the hell?
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SOPHI E
You are with nme just because |I'ma
great |ay.
Sophi e puts her pillow back down and | ays down, satisfied.

W LL
| can't believe you' re saying this!

Sophi e sits back up

SOPHI E
|"mnot a great |ay?

Sophie pulls the covers over to her side of the bed.

W LL
Yes... O course you are...
SOPHI E
See.
W LL
See what ?
SOPHI E

It's all about the sex.

W LL
Oh....now | get it.

WIIl pulls his share of the blanket back over to his side of
t he bed.

SOPHI E
Get what ?
WIIl lays his head down on the pillow
W LL
Get what you got your panties in a
wad about .

Sophi e | ooks under the covers.

SOPHI E
No panties here.

W LL
Not i nterested.

SOPHI E
VWhat ?
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W LL
| love you, Sophi e.

SOPHI E
Bull shit.

W LL
No bull shit, Sophie. | |ove you, I
| ove the way | feel all okay when
I"'mwith you. | love the way that

can't wait to be with you when ever

"' maway. Even though when | am

with you nore than not you are driving
me crazy with your craziness. |

| ove the way that | want to nmake you

happy.

SOPHI E
You want to make ne happy?

W LL
Oh, Sophie, I want to make you happy.

Sophie starts kissing WIl. WII| peaks under the covers.

W LL (CONT' D)
You weren't |ying.

Sophi e | ooks up at WII, confused.

CHAD
About no panti es.

SOPHI E
| would never lie to you.

Sophi e nmoves on top of WII.

SOPHI E ( CONT' D)
Now nmake ne happy.

W LL
She | oves ne just because |I'm a good
| ay.

W1l reaches over to the nightstand, opens the drawer and
pulls out a condom Sophie grabs it and throws it down.

W LL (CONT' D)
Hey you.

W1l picks the condomup. Sophie is still on top, she |eans

down and kisses WII as he is unw apping the condom behi nd
her back.
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SOPHl E
We don't need it.

W LL
Sophi e, we have played roul ette enough
with this rhythmsystem..

SOPHI E
No shit.
W LL
Qur luck is gonna run out. ..
SOPHI E
WIl...what if...what if....

WI1l puts the condomon and ki sses Sophie so she can't finish
what she was about to say.

INT. CLINIC -- DAY

Sophie sits in a low incone doctor's office. A femal e DOCTOR
is sitting across fromher, behind the desk. There are birth
control and AIDS posters covering the walls.

DOCTOR
Have you told the dad?
SOPHI E
Nope. He doesn't need to know.
DOCTOR
You have options, Sophie.
SOPHI E
No options sitting on this side of
the desk. I'mnot at a free clinic
because the service is superior,

right?

Sophi e grabs a pack of gum out of her purse, pulls a piece
out and sticks it in her nouth. Starts to put the pack back
in her purse, hesitates and offers the doctor a piece. The
doct or shakes her head no.

DOCTOR
No thanks. Do you want to have this
baby, Sophie?

SOPHI E
| don't want to be a welfare nom

DOCTOR
kay, what about adoption?

29



SOPHI E
How am | supposed to protect a kid
fromall the shit out there?

DOCTOR
No one can do that. W all do the
best that we can and then pray.

SOPHI E
Yeah, well ny very best isn't very
good.
DOCTOR
| just want you to think this decision
t hr ough.
SOPHI E
Thi s deci sion has been nade for ne.
DOCTOR
Has it?
SOPHI E

So, when do I cone back in...to get
it done, you know?

DOCTOR
We can performthe procedure next
Fri day.

SOPHI E

Wel | okay then, the procedure wll
be perfornmed next Friday.

EXT. MOM S HOUSE -- DAY

Sophi e and nom are kneeling by the fl ower bed dead headi ng
rose bushes.

MOM
Everyt hi ng okay?

SOPHI E
Oh, sure..... it's just that annual
check up thing.

MOM
| hate those.

SOPHI E
VWho doesn't?

MOM

| don't know dear, |'msure there's
soneone out there who doesn't.
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SOPHI E
That's a disgusting thought, nom

They both | augh.

SOPHI E ( CONT' D)
So, having Chad so young, any regrets?

Mom st ops deadheadi ng, sits back and takes a deep | ook at
Sophi e.

MOM
Wiy do you ask?

SOPHI E
We just have never had, you know, we
just never talk that nuch about
t hi ngs, you know, those nother
daught er t hings.

Mom st udi es Sophi e.

MOM
| f you have questions about
protection, your doctor can explain
all that to you, for when you need
that sort of thing.

SOPHI E
Moml  That's not what | neant! |
just wondered if you ever wondered,
you know, what your |ife would have
been like if you hadn't had Chad so

young.
MOM

Well, | was nuch too young.
SOPHI E

So you do regret havi ng Chad.

MOM
O course not!

Mom starts deadheadi ng agai n, Sophi e stops deadheadi ng and
takes a deep | ook at her nobm

SOPHI E
So, you never thought about, about....

MOM
An abortion? Never. Having you and
Chad, that's about the only right
thing I've ever done.
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SOPHI E
You were probably ready to have kids,
pretty mature and shit.

Sophie pricks herself with a thorn. Mmpulls a tissue out
fromher bra and waps it around Sophie's finger. They
tenderly | ook at each other.

MOM
No one is ready to be a nomuntil
that baby is placed in her arns.

| NT. BOXI NG GYM -- DAY

From behi nd a bag Sophi e watches WI | spar, she goes
unnoticed. WII trains the sparring partner nore than the
sparring partner gives hima workout. Sone younger fighters
hang out to watch WIIl. They are wi de eyed, in awe of WII.
Rocky sits on the corner of the ring, outside the rope, and
wat ches the action. The SPARRI NG PARTNER throws his arns up
and spits out his nouth piece.

SPARRI NG PARTNER
| will never be you, nan.

W LL
You don't want to be ne.

WIIl rests his gloved hands on his Sparring Partners
shoul ders.

SPARRI NG PARTNER
| do, man, | really do.

W LL
You can be better than ne. You just
got to find your style and conmt to
it.

SPARRI NG PARTNER
How do | do that?

W LL
You find your strengths and build on
them Like your |eft hook.

WIIl playfully jabs his sparring partner with his left.
W LL (CONT' D)
Then you find your weaknesses and
build on them even nore.

SPARRI NG PARTNER
That makes no sense nman.
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W LL
Wirk |ike a nother fucker on that
ri ght upper cut and you'll know
exactly what | nean.

Sophi e wal ks over to the ring and picks up Rocky.
SOPHI E
(Whi spers to Rocky)
He' Il make a great daddy, one day.

WIIl clinbs out of the ring, pets Rocky and ki sses Sophie on
t he cheek.

W LL

| didn't see you cone in.
SOPHI E

" m sneaky.
W LL

Yeah you are.
I NT. CLINIC -- DAY

Sophie sits in the waiting room flipping through magazi nes,
not really seeing the pages as she flips through them A
VERY PREGNANT WOVAN and her THREE YEAR OLD G RL with a Happy
Bi rt hday paper crown on her head, wal k out of the exam ning
room through the waiting room

SOPHI E
Happy Birthday Sweeti e.

G RL
You know what |'mgetting for ny
birthday? A little brother!

The Nurse wal ks into the waiting room

NURSE
Sophi e?

SOPHI E
Yes?

NURSE

The doctor is ready.

Sophi e puts down her mmgazi ne, nervously gets up and wal ks
towards the Nurse. Sophie turns to the Grl.

SOPHI E

You are going to nake a great big
sister.
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A RL
Are you going to have a baby?

SOPHI E

NURSE
The doctor is waiting.

The Grl turns to Sophie as her nomis dragging her out the
door .

Sophi e gets up and wal ks towards the nurse.

SOPHI E
Um..l umm...|l need to use the
rest roomfirst, is that okay?

NURSE
Certainly dear, it is the first door
on the right.

I NT. CLI Nl C BATHROOM - - DAY

Sophie sits on the toilet. Her thong briefs are around her
ankles with her jeans. Sophie caresses her stomach. All of
a sudden she gets pal e, doubles over and then urgently gets
up and throws up in the toilet.

Sophie rips off sonme toilet paper to wi pe her face. She

bl ows her nose. She places her hand on her tummy. She gets
up, alnost falling in her tangle of jeans around her ankles.
She pulls her thongs and jeans up, looks in the mrror and
strai ghtens up

I NT. CLINIC HALLWAY -- DAY

Sophi e sneaks out of the bathroom and back into the waiting
room exits the waiting room before the door shuts behind

her she half steps back into the waiting room She | ooks
around, and then grabs a brochure on "NINE MONTHS OF A HEALTHY
PREGNANCY" and a "PREGNANCY SPA" off of a nearby counter,

t hen she | ooks around again, grabs the candy dish fromthe
counter and dunps all of the candy into her purse, replaces

t he now enpty bow on the counter and then darts out of the

of fice.

| NT. SPA -- DAY

Cheap want - a- be Fancy Spa. Sophie and Danielle are
entertained with the novelty of the spa. A skin & bones SPA
ATTENDANT, with a tray of chanpagne, wal ks up to them as

t hey get pedicures in side-by-side vibrating nmassage pedicure
chairs, by two matching oriental attendants.
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SPA ATTENDANT
Chanpagne, | adi es?

Dani el l e grabs two gl asses and hands one to Sophie. Sophie
puts her hand up to decline.

DANI ELLE
It's free.

Sophi e shakes her head no, relaxes into the chair and cl oses
her eyes. Danielle |ooks at the extra gl ass of chanpagne,
downs it, puts it back on the Spa Attendants tray and sits
back to enjoy her own gl ass of chanpagne.

DANI ELLE ( CONT' D)
Si nce when do you turn down free
booze?

SOPHI E
There are tinmes when you j ust
shoul dn't dri nk.

DANI ELLE
Li ke when your pregnant, right?
Wel | your not, so drink up.

SOPHI E
What if | was, pregnant?

DANI ELLE
You' re not. So dri nk.

Dani el l e | ooks around for the attendant with the booze. Her
oriental attendant notions for the chanpagne |ady to return.

SOPHI E
No, Danielle. |'mnot drinking.

Sophie plays with the different nassage options on the chair.
She vibrates to a different rhythmw th each sel ecti on.

DANI ELLE
Wiy the hell not? I1t's free!

SOPHI E
I'm...I'"m...

DANI ELLE
You' r e???

SOPHI E

|"mjust trying to be nore healthy.
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DANI ELLE
Soph....you're a party girl. Don't
forget it, okay?
I NT. DOCTOR S OFFI CE -- DAY

The doctor is performng an ultra-sound on Sophi e.

SOPHI E

| couldn't even tell ny best friend.
DOCTOR

Scar ed?
SOPHI E

Me? Not a chance.

DOCTOR
See your baby?

SOPHI E
Wiy would | be scared?

The doctor points to the ultra sound screen with a pointer.

DOCTOR
There's a foot.

Sophie is looking at the ultra sound screen, she starts to
| ook confused.

SOPHl E
| can't see it.

DOCTOR
There's the head.

The doctor uses a pointer to point at the screen. Sophie
squi nts.

SOPHI E
See, I'll make a bad nother, | can't
even find ny baby on a ultra sound
thing. How am | supposed to find ny
kids when their lost at the zoo if |
can't find "emon this thing?

The doctor smiles and wipes the ultra sound jelly off of
Sophi e's belly.

DOCTOR
Sophi e, what do you think the nost
inmportant thing is for a nother to
do for her child?
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Sophie pulls her shirt down. The doctor pull a chair over
and sits by Sophie.

DOCTOR ( CONT' D)
She | oves her child. Being a good
not her has nothing to do wi th being
able to read an ultra sound screen.
As long as you | ove your baby with
all your heart you can learn how to
do the rest.

Sophie starts to tear up.

SOPHI E
| ' m scar ed.

The doctor gently hol ds Sophie's hand.

DOCTOR
That's normal, Sophie, that's just
being a nom It's the nomthat cones
in here thinking that she already
knows everythi ng about being a parent
t hat scares ne.

| NT. MOLDY AUDI TORI UM -- NI GHT

No | arger than a high school auditorium Not even half of
the bl eachers are filled. The crowd is a bit bored. Sophi e,
her nmom and Danielle sit in the front row.

In the ring Chad sits on a stool in his corner. H s corner
man, MKE, is giving himwater out of a straw. Larry stands
right outside the ring, Rocky peeks out of his sweatshirt.

A SECURI TY GUARD cones by.

SECURI TY GUARD
No dogs al | owed.

Larry pushes his dog inside his sweatshirt.

LARRY
| don't see no dogs.

SECURI TY GUARD
Right in there, | saw him

The security guard points at Larry's sweatshirt.
Larry | ooks down his sweatshirt.

LARRY
Nope. No dog in here.
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SECURI TY GUARD
Sir, | sawthe dog. |['ll have to
ask you to leave if -

Chad turns and | ooks down at the Security Guard.

stands up, loom ng over the Security Cuard.

CHAD
Thi s guy bothering you, boss?

LARRY
He thinks | got a dog in here.

Chad | ooks directly at the security guard.

CHAD
That ain't no dog in there. Now
| eave nmy boss al one. NOW

The Security CGuard pal es and wal ks of f.

CHAD ( CONT' D)
You brought that rodent with you?

LARRY
He ain't no rodent.

CHAD
He's nore rodent than dog.

Larry pets Rocky.

LARRY
(to Rocky)
Don't listen to him He don't know

not hi ng.

Then Chad

In the opposite corner is a fighter of equal size yet not
any where near the sane anount of confidence, his corner man

is putting goo on a cut above his eye.

M KE
You gonna play with this guy and
take it the distance?

CHAD
|"'mgetting thirsty for a beer.
"1l play with hima bit nore, then
put an end to his boxing career.

M ke shoves a mouth guard in Chad's nmouth, looks in Larry's

directi on and shakes hi s head.
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The BELL RINGS. Chad's opponent conmes out bouncing around
i ke an energizer bunny rabbit. Chad saunters out into the
center of the ring.

The opponent starts to | ook confused. Chad isn't throw ng
any punches. He is taunting his opponent to hit him The
opponent hesitantly throws a right hook towards Chad' s jaw.
Chad doesn't block it.

The opponent pulls back for a noment of thought. He cones
back and throws a conbination at Chad. Chad doesn't bl ock
at all. However, he does respond to the power of the bl ows
by stepping back a step with a swift inhalation.

The opponent steps back and observes Chad.

The crowd is getting interested. There are a few | aughs
fromthe crowd.

Chad absorbs the attack. He steps back and pulls his fists
up in a defensive stance. The crowd starts making nore noi se.
The opponent notices the transformation in Chad and becones
cautious, he noves into a nore defensive stance.

Chad attacks like a mad man. He gets his opponent on the
ropes. The referee separates them Chad attacks again.

The cut above the opponent's eye opens and gushes dark bl ood.
Chad's attack continues. The opponent defends hinself the
best he can. His nose is crooked and bl eeding. The bl ood
is mxing wth his sweat.

A FAN st ands up.
FAN

The fights over! W know who the

W nner i s!
Chad pulls back. The referee doesn't stop the fight. The
opponent uses all his will to not fall down. Chad shadow
boxes around him then knocks himdown with a conbi nation.
The referee kneels down by the opponent.

REFEREE
One -- Two--

The opponent lifts his head up.

REFEREE ( CONT' D)
Three -- Four --

He sits up.

OPPONENT
| " m okay.

39



REFEREE
You gotta stand up. Five --

He stands up. The referee stands up with him He hold two
fingers up.

REFEREE ( CONT' D)
How many fingers you see?

The opponent's eyes can't focus.

OPPONENT
Four .

REFEREE
Cl ose enough. Let's fight.

The fight continues for just a few seconds and the BELL RI NGS
The corner nmen put the stools down. Chad, barely out of

breath, sits down and spits his nmouth piece out. M ke picks
it up and puts it in a bucket of water.

Chad's opponent collapses on his stool. H's corner man w pes
the bl ood off his face.
CHAD
Wiy don't you go ahead and open that
beer. It'll take ne less than ten

seconds to finish up here.

M KE
Go easy on himman. A sinple knock
out will do. You don't need to send
this kid to the hospital.

CHAD
He shoul d have known not to get back

up.
The BELL RI NGS.

M ke shoves Chad's nouth guard in. Chad rises up fromhis
stool. Chad puts his conplete focus on his opponent. Chad
approaches the center of the ring in a Spartan Sol di er manner.

H s opponent | ooks up at his corner man.

OPPONENT
Wiy didn't | just stay down?

Hi s corner man gently puts his nouth guard in. He weakly

gets up fromhis stool. He enters the center of the ring in
a defensive posture.
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Chad attacks with non stop punches. Chad clenches his
opponent and head butts him The opponent's eyes roll up.
Chad sees this. Chad continues to punch his opponent in his
ki dneys.

The opponent falls.
EXT. PARKI NG LOT, AUDI TORI UM -- NI GHT

The parking lot is enpty except for a few clunker cars. A
group of young twenty year olds stand around and drink beers.
The hatchback to one of the cars is open, inside is a cooler,
and a huge sound systemthat shakes the car with the

vi brations fromthe gangster nusic.

SKANK 3 RL, a well worn hooker | ooker chick |eans agai nst
the car snoking a joint. Sophie stands off to the side.

Chad wal ks out of the auditoriumwth his gymbag. He is
freshly showered. M CHAEL, a not as buff nor as cool | ooking
version of Chad, grabs a bottle of chanpagne out of the

hat chback. Anot her of Chad's honeboys, CHARLEY, does a

conbi nation of fist pound hand shakes with Chad as he wal ks

by.

M CHAEL
Wl | done, bro-hah.

M chael hands the bottle of chanpagne over to Chad who drinks
out of the bottle and hands it back to Mchael who takes a
SWi g.

CHAD
| didn't even break a sweat tonight.

Chad grabs a beer out of the cooler.

An anbul ance pulls out fromthe other side of the auditorium
Everyone watches it pull out in silence. The silence is
broken by the sound of Chad opening his beer.

SOPHI E
Don't be so cocky, bro-hah, your
next fight won't be so easy.

CHARLEY
Your brother will have no probl em
with Summers. | hear sone hottie is
keepi ng himfrom concentrating on
traini ng.

A satisfied grin appears on Sophie's face as she gains a
sexi er pose, sticking her boobs out just a bit nore.
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SOPHI E
Real | y?

Chad punches the car. Sophie smles.

CHAD
Any word on who this hottie is?

CHARLEY
What difference does it nake man?
As long as she fucks and sucks all
his strength out of hinf

Chad kicks the car. Sophie quietly snickers. Charley
i nspects the damage.

CHARLEY ( CONT' D)
Man, what is up?

CHAD
Wiy don't you tell us what's up
Soph?

SOPHI E

Way don't you lay off!

M CHAEL
This is a celebration! Everybody
nmust be happy!

M chael pops the cork on another bottle of chanpagne.
Everyone is quiet. Chad grabs the chanpagne bottle, takes a
swig and hands it to Sophie. Sophie puts her hand up.

CHAD
What's this? You won't drink to ny
W n?

SOPHI E
No of fense, just not in the nood to
dri nk.

Chad hands the bottle to SKANK G RL. She takes a healthy
swi g, and then gives Chad a slutty very cheap open nouth
kiss, then runs her tongue outside his lips. Sophie watches
then turns away, alnost rolls her eyes. As Skank Grl pulls
away from Chad she | ooks over at Sophie alnost as if she is
| ooki ng for approval.

SKANK G RL
The only time | ever turned down
booze was when | was pregnant.

SOPHI E
You had a baby! ?!

42



SKANK G RL
Alittle baby girl.

SOPHI E
Where i s she now?
SKANK G RL
| gave her away.
SOPHI E
Good t hi ng.
SKANK G RL
Fuck you, Mss high and m ghty. |
gave her up because | |oved her.

didn't want to ruin her life, okay?

Skank G rl grabs the chanpagne bottle and takes a |ong drink.
She hands the bottle to Sophie, who hands the bottle back to
M chael .

SKANK G RL ( CONT' D)
| think she's being disrespectful.

Sophi e | ooks straight at Chad.

SOPHI E
Tell your hoe to shut the fuck up.

Skank girl comes to attention.

CHAD
If you're not going to party with
us, maybe you shoul d just shove.

Danielle' s car drives up.

SCOPHI E
' m of .

As Sophie gets into the passenger seat Danielle gets out of
the driver's side and runs over to Chad.

DANI ELLE
Good j ob, chanp.

Dani el l e noves to kiss Chad on the nouth and he turns his
cheek to her. Skank Grl rolls her eyes.

CHAD
You better go, Sophie's waiting.

DANI ELLE

(whi spers)
Cone over |ater?
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CHAD
(whi spers)
Meet nme at ny pl ace.

Dani el | e ski ps towards her car.

CHAD ( CONT' D)
A fan, that's all.

SKANK G RL
She's hot enough, | could do her.

| NT. DANI ELLE' S CAR -- N GHT

Waite interior. Flower decal on the glove box, Hawaiian | ei
hangs fromthe rear view window. Three little stuffed dogs
sit on the dash board. Danielle slips into the driver seat.
Sophie is in the passenger seat, she pushes her seat belt
out of the way, she doesn't put it on.

DANI ELLE
Chad fought well tonight.
SOPHI E
He sure likes to destroy the weak

and neek.

Sophi e sadly | ooks over at Danielle. Danielle turns sone
gangster music on.

Danielle pulls up to the curb outside their apartnent and
| eaves the car running.

SOPHI E ( CONT' D)
Just dropping nme off?

DANI ELLE
| m goi ng sonewher e.

SOPHI E
Wiy do you let himtreat you like
this?

DANI ELLE

He just needs tine.

SOPHI E
Did you not see that disease infested
creature hangi ng on hinf

DANI ELLE
She's just a fan. A groupie. She's
so not his type.

Dani el | e reaches over and opens Sophie's door.
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SOPHI E
In a hurry to be treated like shit?

Danielle taps her finger nails on the steering wheel.
EXT. PARKI NG LOT, AUDI TORI UM -- NI GHT

Chad's friends get ready to | eave. Chad pulls Skank Grl
asi de and hands her sonme noney.

CHAD
You go buy sonme nore of that good
shit fromyour friend and then comne
over okay?

Skank G rl kisses Chad.

SKANK G RL
| m gonna bl ow your brains out.
"1l play with that skinny bitch
too, if you'll let ne.

Skank G rl wal ks off.
M CHAEL
| like the way you cel ebrate, bro-
hah.
They pound fi sts.
| NT. DANIELLE'S CAR -- N GHT

Sophie is half in, half out of the car. Danielle continues
to tap her fingers on the steering wheel.

DANI ELLE
He's falling in love with ne, you'l
see.

SOPHI E

No he's not, and believe ne, you
don't want himto.

Sophi e gets out and slans the door. Danielle |looks in the
rear view mrror and fixes her lip stick before she drives
of f.

| NT. CHAD S BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Chad rolls over fromon top of Danielle, who is face down on
t he bed. Chad burps.

CHAD
| gotta sleep now.
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Dani el | e spoons up to Chad.

CHAD ( CONT' D)
Al one.

DANI ELLE
This is nice.

Chad pushes her away.

CHAD
| need ny rest.

DANI ELLE
Ckay t hen.

Chad | ooks at the clock on his night stand then | eans over
the edge of the bed, grabs Danielle's jeans fromthe floor
and tosses them over to her.

DANI ELLE ( CONT' D)
| can take a hint.

Chad gives her a 'you are such a dunmb bl ond | ook."
EXT. CHAD S APARTMENT -- N GHT

Dani el | e snokes a cigarette and checks her messages on her
cell phone when she sees Skank Grl walk up to Chad's
apartnent, take a key out of her purse and go inside.
Dani el | e al nost drops her phone, her eyes tear up and she
gets all shaky.

I NT. SOPHI E'S BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Sophie is asleep in bed. The phone rings. Sophie answers
it, still nostly asl eep.

SOPHl E
VWhat the hell?

Sophie listens for a few beats and then sits up in bed w de
awake.

SOPHI E ( CONT' D)
"' mon ny way.

EXT. THE BREVERY -- N GHT

Sophie is trying to get a very drunk Danielle into her beat
up red sedan. As soon as she alnost has Danielle in the
car, Danielle falls out of the car and throws up.

SOPHI E
Oh, shit.
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Sophie throws up. Danielle |ooks up at her.

DANI ELLE

You're too drunk to drive.
SOPHI E

|'mso definitely not drunk.
DANI ELLE

You're throw ng up
SOPHI E

|" m pregnant.
DANI ELLE

You are so drunk. | better drive.
SOPHI E

No way, chica.
Danielle starts |aughing.

SOPHI E ( CONT' D)
What's funny?

DANI ELLE
You' d make such a bad nom Probably
| eave the baby in the car while you
went in the bar for sone shooters.

SOPHI E
Fuck you, Danielle, Fuck you.

DANI ELLE
VWhat the hell?

INT. SOPH E'S LIVING ROOM -- DAY

Sophie places a ticket to WIl's fight on the table then she
grabs a note pad and starts to wite a note to Danielle when
Danielle walks in. Danielle picks up the ticket. Danielle
| ooks pal e, mascara around her eyes, she rubs her tenples.

SOPHI E
Hung over, again?

DANI ELLE
You shoul d have been there.

SOPHI E
Are you going to nmake it to WIIl's
fight tonight?

Dani el l e wal ks over to the kitchen, opens a cabinet and takes
out a bottle of aspirin.
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She takes out four and drinks them down with an opened can
of diet coke fromthe counter. She shrugs. So

Dani el | e.

DANI ELLE
' m gonna go see Chad.

SOPHI E
Wy ?

DANI ELLE

Find out what's going on.

SOPHI E
Isn't it obvious?

Danielle stands in front of the open fridge, sh
contai ners around | ooking for sonething.

phi e wat ches

e pulls food

Sophi e grabs a jar of peanut butter and a container of sour

cream

Danielle turns her attention to Sophie.

Sophi e gets

a bow froma cabinet and m xes the peanut butter and sour
cream together. She grabs a bag of chips from

cabi net,

dips a chipin the mx and eats it.

Danielle grabs a chip and tries the concocti on.

DANI ELLE
Not bad.

SOPHI E
Cone to the fight with ne.

DANI ELLE

anot her

| never gave Chad a chance to explain.

SOPHI E
Ww, what happened to a picture being
worth a thousand words? You saw
Skank G rl using her owmn key to get
in his apartnent.

DANI ELLE
There coul d be an expl anati on.

SOPHI E
And the world could be fucking flat!

EXT. GYM -- DAY

Sophie waits outside the entrance of the gym
sit at the outdoor tables at the sidewal k tabl es next door.
Sophi e | ooks at them enviously.
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Chad pulls up and parks outside the gym Sophie wal ks up to
his car. Chad opens the car door and hands Sophi e his bag.
Chad gets out of the car and they walk toward the gym Chad
doesn't take his gym bag back, he lets Sophie carry it.

SOPHI E
"' m not your fucking sherpa, you
know?

CHAD
Thought you' d be on your way to the
fight.

SOPHI E
| am

Dani el | e cones poundi ng up.

DANI ELLE
You son-of-a-bitch

Sophi e and Chad spin around towards Danielle.

SOPHI E
| was gonna warn you
DANI ELLE
You son- of - a-fucki ng- bitch!
CHAD
VWhat the hell?
DANI ELLE
| saw her.
CHAD
VWho?
DANI ELLE
The bitch that cane over the other
night after | left.
SOPHI E

Gee, way to ask for an expl anation

The three of themstop in front of the gym They start to
attract sone attention fromthe restaurant patrons.

CHAD
What are you tal kinng about ?

DANI ELLE
The night after your fight!
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CHAD
Oh, right. Now I renmenber. The ot her
night after you left | heard sonmeone
trying to get into ny apartnment, |
t hought it was you, that you had
forgot something. But when | got to
the door it was sone |ady | have
never seen before. She was at the
wrong apart nent.

Dani el |l e | ooks back and forth between Sophi e and Chad.

CHAD ( CONT' D)
Sophi e, renenber, | told you about
t hat dunb bitch waking nme up

Daniell e stares at Sophie. Sophie stares at Chad. Sophie
then turns and | ooks directly at Danielle.

SOPHI E
Didn't you recognize the intruder?
Don't ya think you have seen her
sonepl ace before, maybe?

Chad gl ares at Sophi e.

DANI ELLE
| thought so...l thought it was that
chick from...

CHAD
It was dark...you couldn't see who
it was.

DANI ELLE

Right. You're right.
Sophi e | ooks exasper at ed.
Dani el |l e | ooks back and forth between Sophi e and Chad.
CHAD
Danielle, hey, | gotta get in there.
Larry's probably shitting a brick
ri ght now, wondering where |I'm at.
Chad | eans down and gives Danielle a nore than adequate Kkiss.
CHAD ( CONT' D)
See you later. Have fun at the nonkey
fight.

Chad wal ks into the gym
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DANI ELLE

See, | told you there could be an
explanation. | got all upset over
not hi ng.

SOPHI E

Has anyone ever told you that you're
gullible? You do know what the word
means, right?

DANI ELLE
Has anyone ever told you that you're
a bitch? You know what the word
nmeans, right?

SOPHI E
"1l neet you at the fight.

Sophi e enters the gym
| NT. GYM -- DAY

Sophie and Chad sit next to the enpty ring as Sophie puts
Chad' s wraps on.

CHAD
Thanks for not hing.

SOPHI E
Does it bother you?

CHAD
Does what bot her ne?

SOPHI E
That you treat her |ike shit.

CHAD
She doesn't seemto mnd. She feels
grateful for whatever little bit of
me she can get.

SOPHI E
We think so differently, you know?

CHAD
Yep. Like I think you should stay
away from Sunmers.

SOPHI E

Who | spend nmy tine with is none of
your busi ness.
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CHAD
You're ny sister. That makes it ny
busi ness.

Sophie pulls the wap very tight.

SOPHI E
You don't always know what's best
for ne.

Chad pulls his hand away from Sophi e, unwaps what she wrapped
and starts over.

CHAD
| know you shoul dn't be hangi ng out
W th Sumrers.

Frustrated, Sophie gets up and heads toward the door.

CHAD ( CONT' D)
Tell me that you won't go to his
fight.
Sophie hits a bag on her way towards the door.

CHAD ( CONT' D)
Ch cone on, you can do better than
t hat .

Sophie is filled with fury. She tries to hit the bag nore
firmy, but she can't get a good hit in wth the bag swayi ng.

Chad LAUGHS.

SOPHI E
Fuck you! Fuck you!

Chad conti nues to LAUGH
| NT. MOLDY AUDI TORI UM -- NI GHT

WIIl sits in his corner. H's corner man rubs his shoul ders.
Jackson stands outside the ring and tal ks on his cell phone.

WI1's opponent sits in the opposite corner. H's corner nman
stands outside the ring.

There are only a handful of people in the audience. Sophie
sits in the front row, next to Danielle. There are a half a
dozen of WIIl's friends in the row behind her.

The BELL RINGS. WII and his opponent dance out into the

center of the ring. They dance around each other. |t becones
nonot onous. The audi ence i s bored.
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FAN
Cone on, let's have a fight here.

I NT. GYM -- N GHT

Chad warnms up on the big bag. H's manner is slow and patient.
He appears to be deep in thought.

| NT. MOLDY AUDI TORI UM -- NI GHT

Bot h boxers are in their corner. Their corner nen w pe them
down.

The audi ence | ooks inpatient. The BELL RINGS. WII's corner
man puts his nmouth piece in and pats his shoulder. Larry
stands outside the ring.

JACKSON
Pick it up out there. This isn't
just a training fight for you.

WI1l comes out in attack node. H s opponent is taken off
guard. The crowd starts to becone engaged.

I NT. GYM -- N GHT

Chad works out on a speed bag. He is fast and works up a
sweat. He is nore focused.

| NT. MOLDY AUDI TORI UM -- NI GHT

W1l has his opponent in a clench on the ropes right in front
of Sophie. Sophie can see the blood on the eyes of the
opponent. Sophie's eyes widen. Sophie can hear WIIl's gl ove
as it hits his opponent's face. She can hear the groans
fromboth of the boxers. She cringes and | ooks over at
Dani el l e, who al so cringes. Sophie |ooks |ike she is ready

to throw up.

The referee steps up to the fighters and pulls them apart.

REFEREE

Break it up here.
SOPHI E

(to herself)

Thank God.
The fighters dance around, they bl ock each other's punches.
I NT. GYM -- N GHT
Chad shadowboxes in front of a mrror

He adm res hinsel f.
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| NT. MOLDY AUDI TORI UM -- NI GHT

The referee stands between WIIl and his opponent in the mddle
of the ring. He pulls WIl's armup in the air.

REFREE
And the winner is WIIl Sunmers!

The crowd claps and lets out sone yells of congratul ations.
Sophi e stands up and throws WII a kiss.

DANI ELLE
Looks |i ke soneone's getting laid
t oni ght

I NT. GYM -- N GHT

Chad is back on the big bag pounding it with all his heart.
He drips with sweat and grunts with each punch.

EXT. PARKI NG LOT, AUDI TORI UM -- NI GHT

Sophie, WIIl, Danielle, MARCO a twenty-five year old bl ack
man and SEAN, a twenty-three year old white man. Both are
dressed nore hi p-hop than gangster. They stand around WIIl's
car.

Marco starts to shadowbox. WIIl steps in and pretends to
fight with him Danielle and Sophie mmc them Sophie
pul I s back and | aughs.

SOPHI E
kay, it's definitely tinme to cal
it a night.

WIIl throws a pretend hook towards Sophie. She blocks and
gets a pretend punch into WIIl's side.

DANI ELLE
(to Sophie)
The cars over here.

Danielle starts to walk to the right.

SOPHI E
Oh, I"'mgoing to WII's.
DANI ELLE
kay. . ..
SOPHI E

What are you going to do?

54



DANI ELLE
| don't know, anyone want to head
over to The Brewery?

Marco | ooks at Sean.

MARCO
| think we're calling it.
SEAN
| gotta work tonorrow.
SOPHI E
So do we, Danielle, you should just
go hone.
DANI ELLE
| mght, I"mjust not tired yet.
Sophie | ooks at WII.
SOPHI E
Wiy don't we go to our apartnent
i nst ead?
DANI ELLE
You guys don't have to do that.
W LL
It doesn't make any difference
Danielle. W'IlIl nmeet you back hone.

INT. WLL'S CAR -- N GHT

WIIl drives. Sophie sits in the passenger seat.
her seat belt on. WII notices.

SOPHI E
What ? You don't care about safety?
W LL
Oh, | care about safety....you, chica,
you ain't never cared nuch about
saf ety.
SOPHI E
Well, maybe | do now.

W1l eyes Sophie.

SOPHI E ( CONT' D)
S0000. . .

Sophie fidgets with her seat belt.
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W LL
So00000. . .

WIl smles at Sophie.

SCOPHI E
So00000. . ..

Sophi e nervously opens the glove box. She sorts through the
contents. Registration, parking tickets, a pack of gym
then she pulls out a |lone condom WII| reaches over, grabs
the condom and puts it back in the glove box, annoyed, he
shuts the gl ove box.

W LL
What's up?

SOPHI E
|" m pregnant.

W1l alnost runs off the road. Then he stops at a red light.

SOPHI E ( CONT' D)
Yep. Pregnant.

W LL
A baby?

SOPHI E
No, a horse you idiot. O course a
baby. And, of course, before you
ask, you are the dad.

WIIl has a sense of cal mess cone over him

W LL

So we'll get married after the fight.
SOPHI E

Married???? How did that cone up???
W LL

You're pregnant....that's how t hat

came up.
The light turns green. WII| doesn't pull forward.
The car behind himstarts honking.

SOPHI E
No.

W1l sticks his head out of the wi ndow and yells at the car
behi nd t hem
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W LL
W' re having a baby here!

The car pulls around them and the passenger of that car yells
out their w ndow.

PASSENGER
| f you're having a baby, you should
get yourselves to a hospital

W LL
VWhat the hell?

WIIl flips the driver in the other car off.
SOPHI E

| knew | shouldn't have told you. |
knew you'd go all weird on ne.

W LL
We are having a baby, Chica, nme and
you.

SOPHI E
Actually, no...it is pretty nuch

just ne pregnant...you, you are not
very pregnant.

The light turns red.

W LL
|'mthe dad.

SOPHI E
Yep, but that doesn't nean husband.

W LL
This is bullshit, Sophie.

SOPHl E
How is this bullshit?

W LL
| want to nmarry you

The Iight turns green.
SOPHI E
|"mnot getting married because |'m
pregnant. This isn't the fifties
anynore.

W1l stares straight ahead then pulls out into traffic.
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W LL
You know | | ove you

The traffic gets congest ed.

SOPHI E
| don't want you to feel trapped.

W LL
Do | look like | feel trapped?

WIIl | ooks stressed.

SOPHI E
You do, actually.

They turn off the main street and pull up in front of Sophie's
apartnent.

SOPHI E ( CONT' D)
| just want to be by nyself.

W LL
We shoul d tal k.

SOPHI E
Ve just did.

Sophi e gets out of the car and wal ks towards her apartnent.
WIIl gets out of the car and runs after her.

W LL
Sonmetines....no....nost of the tine
you nmake no sense at all!

SOPHI E
Then why do you want to marry ne if
" m such a stupid fuck?

W LL
| didn't say that.

SOPHI E
Well you pretty nuch did.

Sophi e wal ks into her apartnent and slans the door. WII
sits down on the front step to Sophie's apartnent. He buries
his head down in his hands, in his |ap.

I NT. SOPH E'S LI VING ROOM -- N GHT
Daniell e stands by the fridge when Sophie wal ks in and sl ans
t he door. Sophie | eans against the door and starts crying.

Danielle grabs a beer fromthe fridge and wal ks over to
Sophi e.
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DANI ELLE
Whoa, girl. \Wat happened? No way
did the two of you fight.

Sophi e nods her head. Danielle w pes sonme of her tears away
and hugs her.

DANI ELLE ( CONT' D)
You were just playing him right?
You didn't really Iike him
anyway. ..renmenber, it was all a gane.

Sophi e stares at the ground.

DANI ELLE ( CONT' D)
Shit, you started to |ike him huh?

Sophi e nods her head. Danielle |ooks at Sophie.

DANI ELLE ( CONT' D)
Shit, did you fall in | ove?

Sophi e nods her head.

SOPHI E
But | don't want to marry him

DANI ELLE
That' s okay, honey. Just because
you | ove soneone doesn't nean you
have to get married. You can, you
just don't have -

Sophi e points to her stomach.
DANI ELLE ( CONT' D)
Oh ny God! You are pregnant and you
and WII just had a fight because he
wants you to have an abortion and -

Sophie starts to cry harder.

SOPHI E
NO!
DANI ELLE
You' re not Pregnant! Thank God!
SOPHI E
Yeah, |1'm pregnant.
DANI ELLE

We better sit down.
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They nove over to the couch. They sit down next to each

other in the mddle, where the couch sinks in.
puts her arm around Sophi e.

SOPHI E
| don't want an aborti on.

DANI ELLE
O course not.

SOPHI E
And | do love WII, and, and, | may
want to marry him but not now when
|"mall pregnant and all and I am so
fucked up.

DANI ELLE
Yes, you are all fucked up and a bit
crazy too, and that's why we | ove
you.

SOPHI E
| m keepi ng ny baby.

DANI ELLE
Sophi e, you can't.

SOPHl E
You don't understand.

DANI ELLE
You're just all enotional right now

SOPHI E
" m pregnant!

DANI ELLE
Whi ch nmakes you enoti onal

Sophie's face is red and bl otchy, she w pes her
cries sone nore

DANI ELLE ( CONT' D)
Sophie, howin the hell can we raise
a baby here?

They both | ook around the apartnment. Coke cans,
dead pl ants.

SOPHI E
| don't know, | was actually thinking
of noving to that house in the burbs!

They both | augh and hug.
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EXT. SOPH E'S APARTMENT -- NI GHT

WIIl still sits on the doorstep. He lifts his head up from
his |l ap and | ooks up towards a nagnificent noon, a smal
t ear appears.

Sophi e peaks out of the front w ndow, sees WII and then
follows his focus up to the noon. They both stare up at the
noon.

WI1l stands up and does a little happy dance, throws his
arms up in the air.

W LL
' m gonna be a dad. You hear that
out there? WIIl Summer's is gonna
be a daddy!

EXT. PARK -- DAY

Sophi e wal ks around the park, she watches a dad help a nom
who has her hands full.

EXT. | CE CREAM STORE -- DAY

Sophi e wat ches a man hel p a woman at the counter as she
manages her young kids and her ice cream paying with her
free hand.

EXT. STREET -- DAY

Sophi e wal ks down a street and sees a boy run out into
traffic. Sophie gasps. The nom screans as a car cones to a
screeching halt. She grabs her son and carries himback to
safety. The nomis angry and upset with the boy, who acts

I i ke not hing happened. Sophie catches her breath.

EXT. WLL'S NEW GYM -- N GHT

Sophie waits outside the gym Squi shes sonme old cigarette
butts on the sidewal k. She |ooks over at the tables at the
restaurant next door. She starts to walk towards them then
hesitates. Then, w thout anynore hesitation she wal ks over
and sits at the table closest to the gym

WIIl wal ks out of the gym Doesn't see Sophie.

SOPHI E
Okay, I'lIl marry you

WI Il turns around, |ooks for Sophie.

SOPHI E ( CONT' D)
"1l marry you.
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WIIl is caught off guard when he finds Sophie.

SOPHI E ( CONT' D)
| said I'Il marry you

WIl wal ks over and sits down next to her.

W LL
Way' d you change you're m nd?

SOPHI E
| can't do this on ny own.

A gay WAITER delivers water to their table.

WAl TER
Menus?

W1l keeps his focus on Sophi e.

W LL
No, thank you.

Sophi e | ooks up at the Waiter.

SOPHI E
Yes, please.

Sophie | ooks at WII.
SOPHI E ( CONT' D)
"' m hungry. |'m always hungry these
days.

W LL
And, you were saying?

Sophi e | ooks conf used.

SOPHI E
That |'m hungry?
W LL
Before that, Sophie...
SOPHI E
And, right, that...l can't do this

on ny own, this baby deserves a dad.
The waiter delivers the nenus.
Sophi e mout hs "thank you" to the waiter.

W LL
So you want to...?
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Sophie is engrossed in the nenu, the conversation with WII
i S now secondary.

SCOPHI E
Get marri ed.

W LL
Because?

Sophi e | ooks up in frustration.

SOPHI E
As | said, because this baby deserves
a dad. Isn't this nmenu amazi ng?

Are you ready to order?

WLL
No.

W1l picks up a nenu and pretends to study it, when he is
too upset to read it.

SOPHI E
Ckay. ..l et ne know when you are ready.

W LL
No, Sophie, I'"'mnot going to marry
you just so our baby will have a
dad.

WI1l puts his nmenu down, gets up w thout | ooking at Sophie
and just wal ks away.

Sophie starts to cry.
The waiter appears with his order pad.

WAl TER
Ready to order?

The waiter | ooks over at Sophie.

WAI TER ( CONT' D)
Maybe not .

The waiter wal ks away. Sophie grabs her purse, digs in it
for sonething. The waiter reappears and hands Sophie a
handful of tissues. Sophie |ooks up at the waiter.

SOPHI E
Thank you.
WAI TER
He | oves you, | know boys, and that

boy | oves you.
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The waiter wal ks away. Sophie stands up and | ooks in the
direction that WIIl wal ked of f.

SOPHI E
And | | ove you.

I NT. MOM S HOUSE -- DAY

Sophi e, Chad and their nomsit around the kitchen table.
The di nner table hasn't been cl eared yet.

MOM
How did you |l et this happen? |
t hought you knew about protection.

SOPHI E
MOM !'!
CHAD
How can you be so stupid?
SOPHI E
Fuck you!
MOM

Sophi e, enough.

CHAD
You can't be serious about keeping
it.

SOPHI E
' mvery serious.

CHAD
You go out spending your noney
drinki ng and buyi ng shoes and then
when it conmes tinme to pay the rent
you cone begging ne to help you out.
Does that sound like you're ready to
rai se a baby?

MOM
He's conpletely right, you know,
Sophie. You are just not ready.

SOPHI E
So nmuch for famly.
CHAD
We're just telling you the way it

iS.

Mom wal ks out of the kitchen. Chad grabs an apple fromthe
fruit bowl and takes a huge bite out of it.

64



CHAD ( CONT' D)
(wWith his mouth full)
"Il fucking kill him

SOPHI E
Who? What are you tal king about.

Chad spits while he is talking.

CHAD
You know damm wel |l who |I'mtal ki ng
about. He gets you pregnant and
then he won't marry you. He's a
dead man.

SOPHI E
Chad, that's not the way it is.

CHAD
| don't want to hear no nore.

Sophi e wi pes sone spit off her face.
| NT. WLLS APARTMENT -- DAY

WI1l opens his front door and Chad is there. Before WII
has a chance to say anything Chad has |anded a blowto WIIl's
jaw. WIIl has no idea what is up.

W LL
VWhat the fuck?

CHAD
| should finish you off right now

Chad pushes WIIl into the apartnent and sl ans the door shut
behind him WII| puts his arnms up in surrender.

W LL
Save it for the ring.

CHAD
Don't have the decency to marry her?

Chad pins WII against the wall.

W LL
You're one to tal k about decency.

CHAD
You'l | get her knocked up but you
won't marry her.

W1l pushes Chad away.
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W LL
| s that what she told you?

W1l holds his hands up and wal ks to the other side of the
living room The coffee table is between the two.
W LL (CONT' D)
She turned nme down man. | want to
marry her.
CHAD
She turned you down?
W LL
First off...and then she...she said
she wants to get marri ed.
CHAD
And?
W LL
| want her to want to marry ne because
she | oves ne...
W11l |ooks at Chad and thinks for a second.

W LL (CONT' D)
You won't understand any of this,
man.

Chad picks up the coffee table and throws it to the side.
He goes after WII. WII puts his arnms up in a sign of
surrender, again.

CHAD
Not even man enough to fight nme?

W LL
Not here.

Chad noves closer to WII.

CHAD
Wiy wai t ?

W LL
You want your fans to w tness every
punch...Fighting isn't nmuch fun for
you when no ones watching, is it?
You need your fans all around you
telling you how wonderful you are,
t hat you are so fucking great.
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CHAD
"1l kill you man, | prom se you
t hat .

I NT. SOPHI E'S APARTMENT -- DAY

Sophie knits with a "Learn To Knit Book" open in front of
her. She has a ball of neon pink, neon yellow and neon bl ue
yarn in front of her. Danielle sits next to her. On the
coffee table is a beer in front of Danielle and a healthy
juice drink in front of Sophie. There is a reality show on
the TV.

Sophie lifts up what she has knitted to show Danielle. It
is pitiful.
DANI ELLE
Look at you, Martha Stewart!

They | augh. Danielle |ooks out the front window. WII is
parked in front of the apartnent. He sits in the front seat.

DANI ELLE ( CONT' D)
Isn't it about tine that you two
make up and live happily ever after?

Sophie follows Danielle focus and | ooks outside, she see's
WII.

DANI ELLE ( CONT' D)

Go.

SOPHI E
No. He has his fight to concentrate
on.

DANI ELLE

My bet is that he isn't thinking
much about his fight right now.

SOPHI E

It's tonight. His fight is all he

shoul d be thinking about.
Sophi e turns her attention back to her knitting.
| NT. MOLDY AUDI TORI UM -- NI GHT
The stands are full except for two seats with reserved signs
on themin the front row, and a seat right behind themwth
a jacket saving it.
The crowd nmakes | ots of noise.

The ring is enpty.
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Sophie, Danielle and Momwal k in together. They | ook down
the row and M chael notions to Danielle to sit down next to
him Danielle scoots through the cromd to her seat. Sophie
and her nomquietly wal k over to their seats.

Skank Grl is a few rows back. Danielle |ooks back at her.
Skank Grl winks at Danielle. Danielle gives her the finger.

M CHAEL
Down dog...let's keep the fighting
in the ring.

Sophi e | ooks over her shoulder to Danielle.

SOPHI E
| gnore her.

DANI ELLE
| wish she would ignore ne!

They | augh.

SOPHI E
She |ikes you.

Dani el | e nout hs "Fuck you" to Sophie. Sophie turns back
ar ound.

MOM
VWhat was that about?

SOPHI E
Not hi ng mom nothing at all.

The attention goes to the side of the gym WIIl walks in
wi th Jackson and his corner man at his side. WIIl has a
white satin robe with Blue trim The crowd stands up and
cheers for WIl. WIIl clinbs in the ring and dances around
in his corner.

The crowd noi se increases. Chad enters the gymw th Larry
and his corner man, Mke. Chad wears a black satin robe
with red trim Chad clinbs in the ring and puts on a brief
show for the audience.

AUDI ENCE

Sophi e and her Mom | ook straight ahead, afraid of eye contact.
RI NG

WIIl sits down on his stool. W can't hear what Jackson is
telling himdue to the crowd noi se.

AUDI ENCE
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Sophie | ooks at WII.

MOM
Do you | ove hinf
SOPHI E
Yes, | do.
MOM
You are sure?
SOPHI E
It is the only thing that | am sure
of .
Sophie and her nmomstill refuse to | ook at each other.

Sophi e's nmom reaches out and takes a gentle hold of Sophie's
hand.

RI NG

WIIl's corner man takes off WIIl's robe, WIIl |ooks over at
Sophie, as a loving smle crosses over her face. He smles.

JACKSON
The fight man. Focus on the fight.
You have a lifetine ahead of you to
t hi nk about her. Toni ght get her
out of your mnd. You need 100% of
yourself right in this ring....right
on that ugly bastard right over there.
Look at him

WIIl is staring down.

JACKSON ( CONT' D)
Look at him- NOW

WIIl | ooks over at Chad.

JACKSON ( CONT' D)
| want to see nothing but pure
unbridl ed hatred in your
eyes...starting now, nman.

WIIl is able to bring up sternness but not hatred.

JACKSON ( CONT' D)
Thi nk about hi m fucki ng your nother

up her ass! Hell, he'd fuck his own
si ster.
W1l | ooks at Jackson with disgust and hate.
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JACKSON ( CONT' D)
Don't look at nme --- look at him

Jackson | ooks over at Chad.

M ke takes off Chad's robe. Chad stands up and half bows
for the cromd. Larry pushes hi mback down on his stool.

LARRY
Don't be such a cocky shit. This is
a real fight tonight and you are
just as likely to lose as you are to
W n.

CHAD
He's too distracted to put up any
sort of fight.

Chad and Larry | ook across to WII. WII stares at Chad
wi th that unbridled hatred.

W LL
| am ready.

Jackson pushes WII's nouth guard in his nouth,.
Larry pushes Chad's nouth guard in his nouth.
AUDI ENCE

Mom and Sophi e enjoy each other's presence, still w thout
eye contact.

SOPHI E
So you're not mad anynore?

_ MOM
' m furious.

They | ook at each ot her.

MOM ( CONT' D)
But | |ove you.

RI NG

W1l stands up.

Chad st ands up.

AUDI ENCE

Mom nakes the sign of the cross with her free hand. She

grasps Sophie's hand nore firmy, and Sophi e squeezes back.
Sophi e makes the sign of the cross with her free hand.
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The crowd is getting anxious.

RI NG

Chad and WII are in the mddle of the ring. The referee

brings one glove fromeach of them together.

REFEREE
Let's have a good fight.

AUDI ENCE

Sophi e | ooks nervous. Legs crossed.

SOPHI E
Oh, |ord.
MOM
It will be okay, dear.
SOPHI E
No, | have to pee.
Mom | ooks ar ound.
MOM

Can you hold it?

SOPHI E
Maybe one round.

MOM
kay, that's a start.

RI NG

Chad and WII dance around each other. Both of themtry to
get punches in, but nothing overly exciting. The BELL RI NGS

AUDI ENCE
Sophie starts to get up

SOPHI E
At this rate, nothing of significance
wi || happen until at |east round
five, so | mght as well go now

MOM
Do you want nme to go with you?

SOPHI E

| " ve been peeing by nyself for
soneti me now, nmom | shoul d be okay.
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They giggle. Sophie wal ks out of the auditorium The BELL
RI NGS

RI NG

Chad attacks. He gets a series of conbinations in, WII
tries to block, unsuccessfully. H s timng is off.

BATHROOM

Sophi e takes her tinme on the toliet. She reads sone graffiti
on the bathroom stall.

RI NG
Chad gets a brutal blowin, WII stunbles.
BATHROOM

Sophi e sl oWy washes her hands while she exam nes her pregnant
tumry in the mrror.

RI NG

W1l bl ocks Chad' s next sw ngs.

AUDI ENCE

Mom | ooks around to see if Sophie is back in the auditorium
BATHROOM

Sophi e dries her hands in a very content manner.

RI NG

Chad gets a direct hit to the side of WIll's head, WII| starts
to |l ose his balance, catches hinself, only to | eave hinself
open to another hook from Chad. There is blood on his face.
WIIl is vulnerable to a knock out.

AUDI ENCE

Sophi e enters. She | ooks down at the ring fromthe top of

t he bl eachers. She sees WIIl. She |ooks as if soneone
knocked the wi nd out of her. She watches the fight as she
wal ks down towards her seat.

RI NG

The two dance until the BELL RI NGS

AUDI ENCE

Sophie sits down next to her nom
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SOPHI E ( CONT' D)
| didn't think I was gone that | ong.

MOM
It's not as bad as it | ooks.

BELL RI NGS.
RI NG

W1l conmes out cautious, blocking Chad's attacks. Qut of no
where WIIl gets in a w cked conbi nati on knocki ng Chad down.

AUDI ENCE

Sophi e stands up and cl aps and whistles. She sits down and
| ooks over at her nom Her nomis pale.

SOPHI E
Sorry.

Sophi e gently holds her nomis hand. Her nmom pulls her hand
back.

RI NG
The referee kneels by Chad. Chad gets hinself up. The fight
resunmes. Chad gets WIIl in a clinch.
CHAD
(Through his nmouth
pi ece)
| hope you enjoyed that 'cause now
you di e.

Wl breaks the clinch.

W LL
(Through his nouth
pi ece)
|"ve got a ring for her, so no matter
what happens here, | wn.

CHAD
(Through hi s nout hpi ece)
My sister will not marry you.

They dance around, neither one really tries to get a punch
in.

W LL
Oh, | think she will do just that.

CHAD
| think not.

73



From his gut Chad pulls out an upper cut that al nbst separates
WIl's head fromthe rest of his body. WII is down.

AUDI ENCE

Sophi e gasps. Her nom grabs her hand in confort and Sophie
pulls it back to cover her nouth in fear. The crowd is
silent.

RI NG

WI1l doesn't nove. The referee kneels down.

REFEREE
One. . ... Two. ... .. Thr ee. ..

The crowd starts chanting.

CROWD
Sumers. ... Sumers. ....

REFEREE
Four...Five....

WIIl starts to nove. The crowd starts to cheer. WII sits
up.

REFEREE ( CONT' D)
Si x....Seven.....

W1l gets up on his knees.

AUDI ENCE

Sophie sits silently, she doesn't breath. Her nom pl aces
her hand on her shoulder in confort. Sophie starts to pul
away and then gives into the confort.

RI NG

WIIl gets up on one |eg.

REFEREE ( CONT' D)

WI1l gets conpletely up, the crowd stands up and roars.
AUDI ENCE

The crowd stands except for Sophie and her nother in the
front row They are too weak in the knees to stand. They
are pal e.

RI NG
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The fighting resunes. Both fighters are tired. BELL RINGS
EXT. MOLDY AUDI TORI UM -- NI GHT

A deserted parking | ot, random crushed beer cans and litter
bl ow around in the light wind. Fight posters are plastered
on the building.

WIIl pulls up in his car. He parks haphazardly, slowy gets
out and | ooks around.

Chad appears out of the shadows.
Freshly showered, they both wear the scars fromtheir fight.

Their faces are bandaged. They are still in physical pain
fromthe fight.

WIIl | eans back on his car and wat ches Chad.
Chad stands about three yards away fromWII|, he stares at
WII. Silence. WII crosses his arns.

Chad pulls out a knife. WII's focus is on the knife. WII
smles and then | ooks up at Chad.

Sophie's car pulls up in the background. Chad and WIIl do
not appear to notice it. Sophie steps out of the car. She
can only see Chad and WIIl, not the knife.

Sophie can see the smle on WIl's face. She smles to
hersel f.

Sophi e sees WI| double over. Confusion overtakes Sophie as
she runs over to WIIl. Sophie kneels by WII, who is
unconscious. A few drops of blood drip fromWII|'s nose.
Sophi e pulls her cell phone out of her pocket and dials 911

SOPHI E
(into her cell phone)
Sonmeone has been...been stabbed... The
Cty Auditorium...we need an
anbul ance ri ght

away. ... hurry....please hurry.
Sophie takes WIIl into her arnms then | ooks up at Chad. Chad
runs his fingers through his hair as he | ooks from Sophie to
WIl. Sophie | ooks shocked. WII| bleeds onto Sophie. Chad

| ooks scared.

WI | spasns.

Sophie CRIES out in fear. Sophie holds WII closer, there
is blood on her hands from his wounds, Sophie takes her hand

and runs it through her hair, the blood stains her face and
hai r.
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SIRENS froma fire truck. Sophie |ooks up at Chad. Anger
begins to replace Sophie's shock. Chad begins to trenble.
Sophie's tears run into blood on her face.

W1l spasns again and bl ood begins to flow fromthe corner
of his nmouth. Sophie begins to panic.

SOPHI E ( CONT' D)

Hold on WIIl....they are al nost
here....you have to hold on...I |ove
you...oh, | love you WIIl Sumers.

Sophi e kisses WII, despite the bl ood.
There are nore SIRENS that are cl oser.

CHAD
| don't know. ..what..

Sophi e caresses WIl's face as she continues to cradle him
She rocks himgently, the way a not her rocks her baby.

A fire truck turns into the parking lot, followed by an
anbul ance.

Chad kneel s down by Sophie, his head just inches from Sophie's
and WII's.

CHAD ( CONT' D)
| just didn't want you to end up
with him

SOPHI E
ROT I N HELL! MAY YOU ROT | N HELL!

Chad hears the sirens and runs off.
| NT. THE BREVERY -- N GHT
Chad sits at the bar with a shot glass and a half full bottle
of whisky in front of him Danielle walks into the bar,
sees Chad and wal ks up to himfrom behi nd.
DANI ELLE

Hey, chanmp. |'ve been |ooking for

the party.
No response from Chad. Danielle sits down next to him

Chad pours a shot of whiskey into the shot glass and slides
it over to Danielle.

Dani el l e drinks her shot. Has to put sone effort into not
t hrow ng up

76



DANI ELLE ( CONT' D)
Well, for someone who just won a
very inportant fight you're not
| ooki ng all that happy.

Chad pours anot her shot and drinks it hinself.

DANI ELLE ( CONT' D)
Okay then. Can't we cel ebrate just
a bit?

Chad pours anot her shot of whiskey for Danielle.

CHAD
Sure we can.

The bartender notices Danielle's hesitancy wi th another shot.

BARTENDER
Hey, how about sonething that goes
down a bit easier?

CHAD
She's good with this.

The bartender | ooks at Danielle, waiting for her to answer.
She drinks down the shot, she tries to make it look like it
went down snoothly. The bartender pours a glass of water
for her. She takes a drink of the water and Chad | aughs.

CHAD ( CONT' D)
Let's go cel ebrate.

| NT. CHAD S BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Chad and Danielle are in bed. Chad is on top of Danielle.
He ki sses her roughly as he grabs one of her nipples and
twists it.

DANI ELLE
Hey, that hurts.

CHAD
Alittle pain is good for you.

Chad grabs her hair.

DANI ELLE
Chad!

Chad throws her onto her stonach.

CHAD
You're a big girl, you can deal.
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Chad enters her from behind and sl aps her bum Danielle
CRI ES out .

DANI ELLE
No Chad, not |i ke that. No.

Danielle starts crying.

CHAD
You |like that.

DANI ELLE
No | don't. Chad please stop.

He hits her bum harder, and grabs her hair and yanks her
head back.

EXT. CHAD S APARTMENT -- NI GHT

Dani el | e hobbl es out in pain, her blouse not buttoned
correctly. There is a bruise on her tenple. She sits down
on the curb, pain shoots through her, she cries.

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - - DAY

WIIl lies unconscious in the mddle of an intensive care
room There are only the beeps of hospital equipnent.

Sophie sits beside him she holds his hand. After a few
m nut es, Sophi e becones restless and stands up. She picks
up a flower fromone of the arrangenents in the room and
wal ks over to the wi ndow. She picks one of the petals,

SOPHl E
He | oves ne.

Sophi e picks anot her petal.

SOPHI E ( CONT' D)
He | oves ne not.

Sophie starts to pick another petal when Chad wal ks in.
Sophi e doesn't | ook up, she does feel his presence.

SOPHI E ( CONT' D)
Get out.

Chad stops hal fway between where Sophie sits and the door.
He | ooks at WII.

CHAD
| s he gonna make it?

Sophi e wal ks back to WIIl's side, she grabs a towel and w pes

hi s forehead.
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A police officer enters the room Chad | ooks back and forth
bet ween Sophie and the O ficer. Sophie |ooks up at the
of ficer.

SOPHI E
| already told the other officer
everything that | know

Chad breaks out in a slight sweat and stuffs his hands in
hi s pocket.

CFFI CER
The victims car is at the police
station, you can pick it up anytine.
And, | just wanted to check in to
see if you renenbered anything el se.

Sophie turns her attention to Chad.

SOPHI E
No, but as | told the other officer.
| wll let you know if | have anything

else to tell you
Sophi e | ooks up at WII.
I NT. MOM S HOUSE -- DAY

Sophie and her nomsit at the kitchen table, they pick at
t heir dinner.

MOM
They have no cl ues?

SOPHI E
No clues, no suspects, nothing Mom
how many tines do | have to tell you
t hi s?

The front door opens. Sophie and her nom | ook up. Mmgets
up and wal ks to the door.

CHAD (O . S.)
H, Mm

Sophi e tenses. She picks her plate up, wal ks over and puts
it on the sink counter. She turns around. Mmis pulling
out a chair for Chad.

MOM
Sophi e, make Chad a pl ate.

SOPHI E
| gotta go, Mom
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Mom | ooks at Sophi e, surprised.

MOM
What ? You don't have to go.

Chad sits down and stares at random objects, he does not
make eye contact w th Sophie.

SOPHI E
| should get back to the hospital.

Sophi e grabs her purse fromthe chair and wal ks towards the
door .

MOM
No clues, Chad, can you believe that?

CHAD
Happens all the tine, nom \Wat's
so hard to believe?

Sophi e gl ares at Chad.

SOPHI E
See ya later Mom
MOM
You don't have to go yet, | stil

have pie.
Sophi e wal ks out .

Mom brings out a plate of neat |loaf and a slice of pie for
Chad.

MOM ( CONT' D)
W gotta get you strong for your
fight.

EXT. POLI CE STATION -- DAY

Sophi e wal ks through a parking lot. She sees WIIl's car.
She has keys in her hand. She unl ocks the door, and stands
there for a nonment. She tries to get in the front seat, but
doesn't fit. She adjusts the seat and pulls herself into

t he car.

She touches the dashboard, alnobst caresses it as if the car
were WIIl. She breaths in, there is WIl's scent. Sophie
cocoons into the front seat. She touches the passenger seat
and then her hand drifts over to the glove box. She smles
and opens the glove box. She pulls out the condom

She sees sonething, she pulls a small jewelry box out. She
holds it. Finally she opens it. It is an engagenent ring.
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Sophie stares at it. She then takes it out of the box and
very tenderly, wth shaky hands, puts it on. She admres

the ring. The dianond is so very small, and Sophie |oves it
so very nmuch. She smles.
SOPHI E
Sophie Summers. | like it. Sophie
Sunmers.

I NT. GYM -- DAY

Chad, in his work out gear, gloves on, oiled up | ooking
strong, is surrounded by a few reporters and canera nen.

CHAD
W may have been opponents in the
ring...

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - - DAY

Sophi e sits beside an unconscious WII. She watches TV as
she hol ds his hand.
SOPHI E
Dd Il tell youl quit my job? |
did. | quit ny job. Don't freak
out here, | noved hone. Wth ny
nmom  You see, this way, | can
concentrate on school. Yep. | didn't
tell you that either, did I? It's
been a busy week. | am what you may
call...I"mmturing. | have to step

things up a bit for our baby. OCh, I
went and picked up your car fromthe
police station, before they sold it
In some auction or sonething. And,
wel |, you know ne...| was | ooking
for sonething in the glove box for
sonething | guess and | found that
ring. | assunme it is for ne. So,
|"mwearing it now 'cause | really
like it. And, because, because |
really love you and that's why |
want to marry you, | love you and |
want to marry you. Got it?

Sophi e | ooks at WIIl for a response. Nothing.

SOPHI E ( CONT' D)
kay, enough nush for now.

She flips through channels and stops when she sees Chad's
report.

ON THE TV SCREEN
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CHAD
...but we were friends outside the
ring. | will win ny comng fight in
WIIl Sumrer's honor..

I NT. SOPH E' S LI VING ROOM -- DAY
Danielle sits on the couch in front of the TV.
ON THE TV SCREEN
CHAD
.. WIlIl"'s spirit will be with nme in
the ring and he will help me win the
fight.
| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - - DAY

Sophie turns the TV off. Her hand shakes as she hol ds the
renmote, she stares at the blank TV screen.

A NURSE wal ks i n. She checks WIl's IV s.

NURSE
Did you just see your brother on TV?

SCOPHI E
No, no | didn't.

NURSE
You got a fine brother there.

Sophi e wat ches the nurse as she wal ks out.
I NT. SOPH E'S LI VI NG ROOM -- DAY
Danielle sits stunned in front of the TW.
DANI ELLE
(to herself)
What a fucking ass.

Her cell phone rings. She reaches over to her purse, |ooks
to see who the call is fromand answers it.

DANI ELLE ( CONT' D)
I''mfired.

Danielle listens to the caller while she flips channels on
the TV.

DANI ELLE ( CONT' D)

| promse, Mke, | won't mss anynore
work. Life just beat ne up a bit.
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Danielle feels the bruise on her tenple and |istens nore

attentively to the caller

DANI ELLE ( CONT' D)
Ww, thanks for caring....| nean
that....it really means a lot...I1"'II
see you tonorrow.

Danielle hangs up with a smle.

I NT. GYM -- DAY

The reporters and canera people put away their gear.

wal ks up to Chad.

LARRY
How s Sophi e?

CHAD
She' s ok.

LARRY
Real | y?

CHAD
Real | y.

The reporters and canera people wal k out.

LARRY
They're gone, so now tell ne what
happened t hat night.

CHAD
| don't know what you're talking
about .

LARRY

| ain'"t no stupid shit.
Chad grabs a junp rope and starts to skip.

CHAD
| know not hing. And unless Summers
wakes up ain't nobody gonna know
what happened.

LARRY
Well, the way | see it, at |east one
ot her person knows what happened

t hat ni ght.

Larry

Chad goes froma casual skip pace to a rapid junp pace.

83



LARRY ( CONT' D)
And that....

Larry reaches out and grabs the rope.

LARRY ( CONT' D)
Person is the person that did the
st abbi ng.

Chad doesn't respond.

LARRY ( CONT' D)
Now, what | wonder, is how in the
hell can that person live with
hi msel f? Can you answer that one
for me?

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - - DAY

Chad | ooks out the wi ndow of the hospital room WII lies
in a coma, tubes and machi nes hooked up to him
CHAD
| didn't nmean it to be this way nman.
| just was crazy nmad. | want someone

better than a boxer for my sister.
You can't blanme nme there man.

Chad starts to pace back and forth. Chad doesn't | ook at
WIl. WIIl's eyes start to open. WII| |ooks down at his
hands and slowy w ggles his fingers. WII shifts his focus
to Chad. Chad doesn't know WI Il has gai ned sone

consci ousness.

CHAD ( CONT' D)
You were just fucking her to get to
me. That wasn't right. First, you
beat me in the ring. Then you took
my sister fromme. Then | cane back
man. | took ny revenge. | took
your title fromyou and took ny sister
back. Anyway man, Sophie was j ust
pl aying you. Danielle told ne
everyt hi ng, how Sophi e just wanted
to piss ne off so she went out with
you. She never |oved you. Wy she
Is keeping this bastard baby is beyond
ne.

WIl's eye's flutter shut.
CHAD ( CONT' D)

Anyway, W thout you, now Sophie can
have a better life.
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I NT. COLLEGE -- DAY

Sophie sits at a college desk and copies math notes fromthe
bl ackboard. A MALE STUDENT sitting next to her stares at
her and smles. The male TEACHER turns fromthe bl ackboard
and faces the class.

TEACHER
And that's that. Finish the
assignnment for next week, and you'll
be well on your way to an A

The teacher picks up his notes, sticks themin his brief
case and wal ks out of the class room

Sophi e stands up and the Mal e Student is unpleasantly
surprised to see Sophie's pregnant belly.

MALE STUDENT

Shit.

SOPHI E
| know, 1'll never get an Ain this
class. 1'Il be lucky to pass.

MALE STUDENT
Shoul d you even be here?

He stares at Sophie's belly.

SOPHI E
Probably not, but what the hell,
right?

Sophi e wal ks out of the classroom
| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM -- DAY

Sophie wal ks into WIlIl's hospital roomand it is enpty and

cl ean, very starched sheets. There is no evidence that WII
was ever in this room Sophie can't breath. She sits on

the bed in shock. She slowy starts to breath. Sophie stands

up.

Sophi e wal ks over to the wi ndow and | ooks out on the view
t hat she | ooked out of on each of her previous visits. On

the windowsill is a petal fromthe flower that Sophie had
pul | ed apart playing he | oves ne, he |oves ne not. Sophie
pi cks up the petal. Tears start to flow

SOPHI E

He | oves ne.

Sophi e sobs.
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EXT. HOSPI TAL -- DAY
A smal|l park area outside of the hospital

Sophie sits on a bench under a tree. She is nunb and breat hes
irregularly.

Behi nd her, Chad wal ks towards the hospital entrance. He
sees Sophi e on the bench, pauses, then slowy wal ks over to
her. Sophie becones aware of his presence and | ooks up at
him Her eyes are enpty. Her face is blotchy. Sophie
refuses to say anything.

CHAD
My fight's tonight.

Chad is having difficulty finding the right words. Chad
stares at the ground.

CHAD ( CONT' D)
| can't fight Sophie. | can't fight
wi t hout your forgiveness. | know
this is alot to ask.

Chad | ooks up at Sophie. A few lonely tears slip out of
Sophie's eyes. Realization shows on Chad' s face.

CHAD ( CONT' D)
Holy shit.

Chad sits down next to Sophie. She |ooks deep into Chad's
eyes as if she is searching for an answer or an expl anati on.
Chad takes a deep breath.

CHAD ( CONT' D)
Sophie...it'll be okay.

Sophi e pl aces her hands on her pregnant tummy. Chad' s eyes
foll ow her hands and stare at her tummy. A |ong pause.
Chad gets up and shuffles around on his feet. Sophie still
| ooks straight at him Chad can no | onger | ook at Sophie.

CHAD ( CONT' D)
| gotta go. | can't be here right
Now.

Sophie slowy stands up, steps towards Chad, she slaps Chad.
He doesn't respond. She slaps himharder. He still doesn't
respond. Sophie starts to attack Chad.

SOPHI E
You should be dead, not WII! You
don't deserve to be alive. You are
a nonster...a sick perverted nonster
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Sophi e chokes on her tears, alnost collapsing, yet stil
pounds on his chest.

SOPHI E ( CONT' D)
How can you be ny brother?

Sophi e | oses her bal ance and takes hold of Chad's el bow to
catch herself. Chad | ooks straight ahead, trying not to
| ook at her.

SOPHI E ( CONT' D)
Chad, You killed him You killed ny
baby's father. What are you going
to do about this?

Chad takes a deep breath.

Sophie lets go of Chad's arm |ooks at the ground and wal ks
away. Chad wal ks away in the opposite direction. After a
few steps, Sophie grabs her stomach and doubl es over. Sophie
gasps. Chad | ooks over and sees Sophie. He rushes over to
her.

CHAD
| got you.

Chad hol ds Sophi e up. Sophie tries to pull away but has
anot her contracti on.

SOPHI E
Cet away.
CHAD
You need ne right now
SOPHI E
Li ke fucking hell | need you.
CHAD
You'll 1 ose your baby if you don't

et me help you.

Sophie cries out in pain as she has another contraction.
Chad picks her up and starts wal ki ng towards the hospital.

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - - DAY

Sophie rests in a hospital bed. She is connected to an IV
and other nonitors. Her doctor is at her bedside. Her nom
is in the background.

DOCTCOR

Consi dering the stress you' ve been
under, this not out of the ordinary.
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SOPHI E
My baby?

DOCTOR
The baby did suffer sone fetal
di stress. The extent, we don't know
at this tinme. What is inmportant now
is that you rest. We want to keep
your baby inside of you for at |east
two nore weeks.

SOPHI E
Rest? | feel so helpless.

The Doctor reaches out and gently hol ds Sophi e hand.

DOCTOR
You are doing great, just rest now.

The doctor closes the curtain around Sophie's bed and turns
out the lights as she | eaves. The doctor | ooks over to
Sophi e's Mom

DOCTOR ( CONT' D)
We gave her sonething to help her
sl eep. She is already drowsy.

MOM
Thank you for everything.

Sophie's Momtiptoes over to Sophie and ki sses her on the
f or ehead.

MOM ( CONT' D)
Sl eep tight, dear.
SOPHI E
| love you nom
MOM

'l be back tonorrow.
| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM -- DAY

Sophi e sl eeps soundly in the hospital bed. The lights are
out. It is alnost dark inside the hospital room Qutside
the curtains, late afternoon sunlight starts to seep into
the room

The curtain around her bed opens. A shred of |ight shines
across Sophie. Chad steps next to her. He has a vase of
flowers that he sets down on the nightstand.

CHAD
Sophi e?
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Sophi e continues to sleep. Chad pulls a chair over and sits
down. He noves sone hair off of Sophie's face. She starts
to stir.

CHAD ( CONT' D)
Sophie. ...

Sophi e's eyes open, she focuses on Chad and then conpletely
wakes with a start. Her breathing slows down as she takes
in Chad's presence.

SOPHI E
You shoul dn't be here.

CHAD
| need your forgiveness before | can
fight.

SOPHI E
| can't forgive you

CHAD
My fight is tonight.

Sophie is silent. She rolls away from Chad and cl oses her
eyes.

CHAD ( CONT' D)
VWhat do | have to do?

Sophi e opens her eyes and stares down at her tummy, her face
ti ghtens.

SOPHI E
There isn't anything that you can
do.

Chad stands up, shuffles around unconfortably, wal ks over to
t he other side of the bed and stares down at Sophie.

CHAD
So there you are all high and m ghty.
You think I"'mthe only responsible
one here? You think again little
girl. You pushed ne and pushed ne.
You knew damm wel | that there is no
other man that | hated Iike WII.
You have known fromthe get go that
| lived and breathed wanting to beat
that man to a pulp. So you go and
start fucking him Just to get back
at nme, right? What did | ever do to
you to justify your little childish
ganme of revenge?

( MORE)
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CHAD ( CONT' D)
You didn't care about him Dani el l e

told me the whole story. It was all
a ganme to piss nme off. It worked.

It worked better than you ever thought
it woul d.

Sophie cries. She lets the tears fall down her face.

SOPHI E
Get out!

CHAD
You put ne into a rage that | couldn't
contain. But, CH CA what happened?
Did you get pregnant and then force
yourself to fall in love with hinf
O did you truly fall in love with
that dirt bag? It just didn't play
out the way you wanted it to, did it
now?

Sophie's face is blotchy, contorting as a contraction hits
her hard. The nonitors start going off.

SCOPHI E
Get out, now

CHAD
Feeling bl anel ess. The victim And
|'mthe bad guy. You set everything
into notion and couldn't stop it
when things got out of control.

Sophi e sees the flower vase. She grabs it and throws it at
Chad.

SOPHI E
Get out of here you nother fucker!

Chad ignores the broken gl ass.

CHAD
| amsorry Sophie. | couldn't help
nysel f, and that is sonething that
you wi Il never understand.

Sophi e grabs Chad's wist and | ooks directly at Chad.

SOPHI E
| do understand, Chad. | know -

CHAD
You know what ?
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SOPHl E
VWhat Dad -

Chad pul I s away.

CHAD
You don't know shit.

SOPHI E
| know everything. But that doesn't
change the reality that my baby
doesn't have a daddy. | understand,
but I still can't forgive you.

Chad noves cl ose to Sophie.

CHAD
"1l confess. I'll turn nyself in.

SOPHI E
That won't bring WII back. You
wer e puni shed | ong before you did
anyt hi ng wrong.

CHAD
So, you will forgive me?

SOPHl E
No, Chad.

A nurse enters, she sees the broken gl ass.

NURSE
VWhat the hell?

She pushes Chad aside, ignoring the fresh cuts on his face
fromthe vase. The nurse |eans over the bed and checks
Sophie. The nurse rushes over to the phone on the wall.

NURSE ( CONT' D)
(into the phone)
Call the doctor ASAP, we need to
prep for a stat C-section.

| NT. HOSPI TAL ELEVATOR -- DAY

Sophie is on a gurney. A male TECHNICI AN, in scrubs, is
with her.

TECHNI Cl AN
You are stable now. ..this is good.
Before you know it you will have a

heal t hy baby in your arnmns.
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SOPHl E
But it's too soon.

TECHNI Cl AN
That baby of yours will do just fine.
You need to have sone faith, sweetie.
It just takes sone faith.

| NT. LOCKER ROOM -- NI GHT
Larry waps Chad' s hands in silence.
| NT. OPERATI NG ROOM -- NI GHT

The operating technician prepares Sophie for a c-section.
He puts her hair in a surgical bonnet and takes off her
earrings. He starts to take off her ring.

SOPHI E
No, please. Let ne keep it on.

TECHNI Cl AN
|"msorry dear, it is procedure. |
have to renmove all jew ery.

SOPHI E
It's nmy strength.

The technician pauses, | ooks around and then puts tape around
the ring.

An ANESTHESI OLOG ST wal ks in and pulls a stool up next to
Sophi e.

ANTHASI TO G ST
|'mgoing to start the epidural for
the c-section. You'll feel some
pressure and that's all. Any
guestions?

Sophi e shakes her head. The technician rolls Sophie on her
side, her back towards the anesthesiologist. Then the
technician holds a tray out for the doctor. The doctor grabs
a wpe, pulls the blanket up. The doctor holds up a 7-inch
needl e and shoots a few drops of nedication out of it. Sophie
| ooks over her back and sees this. She turns very pale.

The technician reaches out and hol ds her hand.

TECHNI Cl AN
Just pressure, dear. [It'Il be over
before you know it.

SOPHI E
| can't do this.
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TECHNI Cl AN
Faith in yourself. Being a nom
unl eashes an amazi ng anount strength.
You wi Il amaze yourself w th what
you can do now.

The technician | ooks up at the anesthesiologist. He nods.

ANTHASI TO G ST
Take a deep breath and just rel ax.

Sophi e takes a deep breath. The anesthesiol ogist inserts
t he needl e in Sophie's back. Sophie quickly inhales.

SOPHI E

(barely a whisper)
Holy Fuck. Just pressure.

The technician smles down at Sophie.

ANTHASI TO G ST
Just lay still for now.

The anest hesi ol ogi st wal ks out of the room
I NT. GLI TZY AUDI TORI UM -- NI GHT
Rl NG
Chad is in the ring with his opponent. The stands are full.
The crowd is spirited. Chad and his opponent dance around
each other, they stal k each other.
ANNOUNCER

And which way will this fight go?

W all waiting to see who will take

control

Chad's opponent gets a vicious conbination in. Wen Chad is
hit a nmenory flash takes over for a nonent.

FLASHBACK

A young Chad is |eaning over his bed, his pants are around
his ankles. A father figure pounds into himfrom behind.
The younger Chad whi npers in pain.

BACK TO RI NG

Chad's focus returns to the ring just in tinme to block a
ri ght hook.

AUDI ENCE

In the front row Momsits next to a vacant seat.
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| NT. OPERATI NG ROOM -- NI GHT

The doctor slices a clean |line across Sophie's pregnant
st omach.

SOPHI E
| s my baby okay?
NURSE
W will know in just a few m nutes,

Sophi e.
I NT. GLI TZY AUDI TORI UM -- NI GHT

Chad sits in his corner. Hs face is swoll en. M ke cuts
his eye.

| NT. OPERATI NG ROOM -- NI GHT

The sterile operating roomis covered with bl oodi ed gauze
t hat has been tossed on the floor. The nurse sponges down
the doctor's face. The doctor |ooks concerned.

I NT. GLI TZY AUDI TORI UM -- NI GHT
Chad gets a solid conbination in. The BELL RI NGS

ANNOUNCER
And we have a fight on our hands,
fans. MIller comes back in round
four after a painful round three.

| NT. OPERATI NG ROOM -- NI GHT

The nurse | ooks to the doctor with concern. The doctor | ooks
at the anesthesi ol ogi st .

DOCTOR
How i s she?

ANESTHESI OLOQ ST
Bl ood pressure is dropping.

SOPHI E
What's wong?

The Doctor keeps her focus on the surgical area.
DOCTOR
Sophie, you're losing a |ot of blood.

W may need to put you under a general
anesthesia to finish the procedure.
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SOPHI E
No. Just do what you need to. |I'm
stronger than you think

The Doctor | ooks over to the anesthesiol ogist and nods his
head.

I NT. GLITZY AUDI TORI UM -- NI GHT

Chad | ooks dazed after he takes a blow from his opponent.
H s focus seens to have shifted el sewhere.

FLASHBACK

The father figure is still behind the younger Chad. He sl aps
Chad upsi de the head.

FATHER
What have | told you? You don't
ever want anyone to do this to your
sister, right?

YOUNG CHAD
No, Sir.

FATHER
It's your job, Chad, to nake sure no
one ever treats her like this. She's
just a girl.

BACK TO RI NG

Chad's opponent is in his face, |ooking deep in his eyes
trying to figure out what is going on with Chad. The opponent
pauses and then punches Chad in the kidney area with a right
hook, then an upper cut fromhis left knocks Chad into his

ot her worl d.

FLASHBACK

YOUNG CHAD
"1l take care of her, sir.

The father figure pulls back, pulls his pants up and zips
t hem

FATHER FI GURE
Now, not a word.

The father figure steps out of the room Chad pulls hinself
up on the bed and curls into the fetal position.

Chad's nomquietly enters the room she wal ks over to Chad
and gently pushes sone hair off his face.
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MOM
Let's take a bath, sweetie, that'l
make you feel all better. You just
need to hold it together, dear.
Just hold it together.

Chad and his nmom do not see that Sophie peeks in fromthe
slightly open door.

END FLASHBACK
| NT. OPERATI NG ROOM -- NI GHT

The doctor pulls a baby out of Sophie. There is a very
sterile silence. The baby does not cry. Everything and
everyone are still.

I NT. GLITZY AUDI TORI UM -- NI GHT
RI NG

Chad pulls back fromhis opponent. The crowd is confused.
The noi se of the crowd and from announcers blends into a
dull white noise and then sil ence.

Chad rai ses his hands up to the heavens.
AUDI ENCE
Momis confused. She stands up. She talks to herself.

MOM
Chad, what is it? Wat is happening
to you, sweetie? Chad, oh Chad.
Hold it together, dear. Just hold
it together.

| NT. OPERATI NG ROOM -- NI GHT

Cl ean silence continues. Qut of the silence Sophie |lets out
a WAR CRY

I NT. GLI TZY AUDI TORI UM -- NI GHT

Rl NG

Chad falls to his knees. His arns remain up and he conti nues
to look up to the ceiling. Hi s opponent steps back and | ooks
towards the referee. The referee |ooks towards the judges.
The judges | ook at each other. The audi ence stands up and
yells at Chad. The audience starts throwi ng cups, etc. at
Chad.

Chad starts to sob like a little boy.

96



AUDI ENCE

Mom gets up and noves right up to the ring.
Ri ng.

Mom reaches her arnms out to Chad.

| NT. OPERATI NG ROOM -- NI GHT

Sophie lies silently. A FRAGQ LE CRY cones fromthe baby
foll owed by a SWEET CRY from Sophi e.

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM -- DAY

Sophie's nmomsits in a rocking chair next to Sophie in her
hospital bed. Sophie's momis holding the baby. The baby
is connected to a small oxygen tank.

MOM
He needs a nane, you know.

SCOPHI E
| know.

MOM
Wl ?

SCOPHI E
Wl ?

MOM

Do you have any thoughts?

SOPHI E
| have A thought.

MOM
Yes?

Sophi e reaches out for her baby.

SOPHI E
WII.

Mom gi ves the baby a kiss on the forehead and hands hi m over
t o Sophi e.

MOM
No. Don't do that.

SCOPHI E
Excuse ne?

Mom gets up and wal ks to the w ndow.
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MOM
W need to nobve on.

SOPHI E
| need to honor his father. Hi s
nane is WII.

Sophi e puts her baby to her breast.

MOM
| beg you to reconsider.

SOPHI E
And | beg you to accept WII's son,
my son, WII.

MOM

It isn't me that you need to be
concerned with

I NT. CHAD S APARTMENT -- DAY

Momis cleaning up Chad's kitchen. There are dishes with

food dried on them There are opened cans on the counter

with lids randomy thrown around. Crushed beer bans are on
the counter and on the floor. Mmw pes her wet hands on

her bei ge pol yester pants and strai ghtens her white and yel | ow
striped shirt.

| NT. CHAD S BEDROOM -- DAY

Mom opens the door and cautiously steps into Chad' s bedroom
There are clothes everywhere. Crushed beer cans everywhere.
The dresser drawers are pulled out wth clothes hanging from
them H s trophies have been knocked over. The sheets on

t he bed have been pulled away and there appears to be a pile
of bl ankets on the bed.

Mom wal ks over to the bed and pulls back one of the bl ankets.
There is Chad.

Chad | ooks |i ke he has been living on the streets for a couple
weeks. He hasn't shaved or showered. Momtenderly caresses
his face as a tear runs down her cheek. She sits down on

t he bed.

MOM
Chad.

Chad doesn't nove. Doesn't open his eyes.
CHAD

(scratchy voice)
Go away.
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Mom | ays down in bed and waps her arnms around Chad and gently
rocks him Chad's back is to nom she spoons him

Chad starts to tear up

CHAD ( CONT' D)
Mom why didn't you do anything to
stop dad?

MOM
| did Chad. | waited too |ong.
didn't want to believe what was
happening. But finally | stopped
hi m
Mom continues to gently rock Chad as randomtears slip down
t heir cheeks.

MOM ( CONT' D)
| am sorry, Chad.

CHAD
"' m bad, just |ike dad.

MOM
No, no you are not.

Chad rolls over and faces his nom

CHAD
| am | just hurt people differently.
But | hurt themall the sane. |
destroy, just |ike dad destroyed ne.

Tears start flow ng.

MOM
You'll be okay. You are ny baby.

CHAD
Just like with dad, you don't want
to believe it.

MOM
| believe you are nmy wonderful son

CHAD
I killed WII.

Mom st ops rocking Chad and is frozen. The she starts to
rock Chad faster, with determ nation

MOM

That is in the past. W can't change
that now W nust nove on
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CHAD

Did you hear ne? | killed the father
of your daughter's baby.

MOM
No one nust ever know. It will not

make anything better for anyone to
ever find out. Are you clear on

this? | wll take care of you, al

you have to do is to never tell anyone
what you just told ne.

CHAD
| can't nom It is tearing nme up
| have to admt to what | did.

MOM
No. It will destroy our famly.
And | will not |et that happen.

Chad pulls hinmself away from his nomand gets up. He has
soi |l ed sweat pants on. He grabs a shirt fromthe floor and
puts it on.

Mom st ands up and wal ks over to him

MOM ( CONT' D)
You sti nk.

Chad wal ks out of the bedroom A few seconds |ater the SHONER
starts.

| NT. CHAD S APARTMENT -- DAY
Mom makes sone tea. A clean Chad wal ks in.

MOM
Well, don't you | ook nice.

CHAD
' mgoing to the police.

Mom freezes.

MOM
What are you going to tell thenf

CHAD
Everyt hi ng.

Mom s back is to Chad. Mom faces the counter, Chad is behind
her.

MOM
| beg you Chad, don't do this.
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Chad wal ks toward the door.

Mom del i berately puts her hand on a butcher knife, next to
the sink on the counter.

MOM ( CONT' D)
Chad. . ..

Chad puts his hand on the door. Mom wal ks behi nd. She

hesitates, then she hugs Chad from behind. Chad gasps. Mm
gasps. Momslowy drops to the ground with Chad. She pulls
the knife out. Chad turns and |ooks to his nom questioning.

MOM ( CONT' D)
| am so sorry.

CHAD
Wy ?

MOM
Sone secrets have to remain secrets,
Chad.

CHAD

Mom sone secrets hurt too nuch

Chad's shirt has risen up. Mmputs the point of the knife
up to Chad's abdomen. There is blood dripping fromthe first
incision. The tip of the knife punctures Chad' s skin.

MOM
| love you too nuch to let you do
this.

Mom puts pressure on the knife and it tears through Chad's
abdonen. Blood squirts out. Mmpulls the knife out. Mm
caresses Chad with her bloodied hands. She cries. Chad
GURGLES.

MOM ( CONT' D)
| just |love you so nuch.

EXT. MOM S HOUSE -- MORNI NG

Mom st eps outside the front door. She picks up the newspaper.
Looks at the front page and steps inside.

| NT. MOM S HOUSE -- MORNI NG
Sophi e rocks her baby asleep in a rocking chair in the living
room Mm places the paper on the coffee table and takes

t he baby from Sophie. Mm cuddl es the baby as she wal ks
towards the bassinet and places the baby in the bassinet.
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Sophi e picks up the paper. Next to the headlines is a
sidebar. "BOXER ATTACKED JUST WEEKS AFTER BREAKDOWN. "

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM -- MORNI NG

Chad lays in the hospital bed. H's head is bandaged. There
is alost look in his eyes. Mmwal ks in. Chad | ooks at

her with confusion. Mmsits down next to Chad. There is
Jell-O on Chad's nightstand. Mmtakes the Jell-0O and starts
feeding him

MOM
|"mhere to take care of you

Sophi e steps into the hospital room

SCOPHI E
How i s he?

MOM
The sane. He's in there sonepl ace,
but I don't think that he will ever
conme out here with the rest of the
wor | d agai n.

Mom gets up and grabs her purse.

MOM ( CONT' D)
| have sonme shopping. You visit for
awhi | e.

Sophi e gives her noma kiss on the cheek and sits down next
to Chad. Mm Il eaves. Sophie starts to hum and strokes the
hair on Chad' s forehead.

SOPHI E
Maybe you needed to forgive yourself
nore than you needed ne to forgive
you.

I NT. MOM S HOUSE -- DAY

Sophie huns to herself as she folds laundry into different
piles on the couch. Her baby sleeps soundly in a bassinet
right by the couch. Sophie pulls up the yellow and white
striped shirt of her nmons to fold. As she holds it up, there
is a huge blood stain on the front of it. She drops the top
and picks up the beige polyester pants of her nonms fromthe
pile to be folded. She holds the pants up and sees spatters
of blood on them

Sophie sits down on the couch. O f-balance, she knocks over
a pile of folded clothes.
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EXT. SOPH E'S OLD APARTMENT -- DAY

Sophi e stands outside the front door. Her baby is in a
carrier and there are a few pieces of |uggage, back pack too
full with school books to close, and a huge di aper bag.

M ke, the geek fromthe office answers the door.

M KE
Hey, Sophi e.

He | ooks down at the | uggage.

M KE ( CONT' D)
Hey?

SOPHI E
| thought maybe | could crash back
here for a while.

Danielle conmes to the door. She |ooks down at the |uggage.
DANI ELLE
Oh, things not working out, living
with G andma?

SOPHI E
One coul d say that.

Unconfortabl e sil ence.
SOPHI E ( CONT' D)
So | thought maybe | coul d have ny
old room back for awhile.
Dani el l e | ooks at M ke.

DANI ELLE
Sure, that could work.

No one noves.
SOPHI E
Then do you think I could get some
help with all this shit?

They | augh. M ke grabs the |uggage. Danielle grabs the
baby in the carrier.

SOPHI E ( CONT' D)
And there's nore...in the car.

Sophie is talking to herself. Danielle and M ke are inside
playing wth the baby.
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SOPHI E ( CONT' D)
"1l just get it nyself.

| NT. BEDROOM - SOPHI E'S -- DAY

Sophie is asleep in her bed. Her baby sleeps in her arns.
Danielle tip toes in wwth a wapped present. She sits on
the edge of the bed and adm res the beauty of nother and
child. Sophie stirs and slowy wakes.

DANI ELLE
(whi spers)
Happy Birthday, Chica.

Dani el | e hands the present over to Sophi e.

SOPHI E
(whi spers)
You didn't have to get nme anything.

Sophi e unwaps the present. She starts to cry, just a little.

DANI ELLE
(whi spers)
| didn't want to nake you sad!

The baby, little WII, wakes with a smle and roots around
for his nother's breast. Sophie hands the present back to
Danielle as she puts little WIIl to her breast.

SOPHI E
Thank you.

DANI ELLE
| love you, Sophi e.

Danielle pulls the franed picture out of the wapping paper.
She sits down next to Sophie and little WIIl, and puts the
picture on the nightstand. It is Sophie and WIIl in each
others arnms on the dance floor one year earlier on Sophie's
Bi rt hday.

THE END
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